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Abstract: Several tetraoxane and 4-aminoquinoline molecules were prepared in 
order to examine the influence of ribofuranose as a carrier molecule on the an-
timalarial activity of test compounds. The synthesized compounds showed pro-
nounced antimalarial activity against Plasmodium falciparum chloroquine sus-
ceptible D6, chloroquine resistant W2 and multidrug-resistant TM91C235 (Thai-
land) strains. The aminoquinoline derivative 4 was more active against W2 and 
TM91C235 strains than the control compounds (CQ and MFQ). 

Keywords: tetraoxanes; 4-aminoquinolines; malaria; P. falciparum. 

INTRODUCTION 

Malaria is an infectious disease that affects more than 500 million people per 
annum, causing approximately two million deaths.1 It is most common in tropical 
and subtropical areas and 90 % of all cases are found in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Antimalarial drug resistance, particularly the widespread resistance of many Plas-
modium falciparum strains to most readily available drugs, such as chloroquine 
(CQ), hinders malaria control and is therefore a major public health problem. Re-
sistance to antimalarial drugs has increased the global cost of controlling the di-
sease. So far, no resistance to artemisinin (ART) or ART derivatives has been 
reported. Resistance, as well as the absence of a vaccine for protection against 
malaria causes an urgent need for new effective, safe and affordable drugs. 

Following previous results,2 new tetraoxanes and 4-aminoquinoline mole-
cules with ribofuranose as carrier molecules were synthesized. The synthesized 
tetraoxanes were screened in vitro against three P. falciparum strains: D6 (chloro-
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quine-susceptible), W2 (chloroquine-resistant), and TM91C235, a multidrug-resis-
tant strain. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Chemistry 
Methyl 2,3-O-isopropylidene-D-ribofuranoside 2 was prepared from D-ri-

bose using a mixture of acetone/methanol and HCl (Scheme 1). Compound 2 was 
isolated in 64 % yield as a mixture of α- and β-anomers, and was pure enough to 
be used directly in the subsequent step. Oxidation using pyridinium chlorochro-
mate (PCC) afforded the aldehyde 3, which was further transformed into amine 4 
by reductive amination. Amine 4 was isolated as the salt 5 and after treatment 
with 1.0 % NaOH, the free amine was obtained. 

The synthesis of the tetraoxane derivative was accomplished starting from 
ester 6, which was hydrolyzed into acid 7 in 88 % yield, followed by further 
transformation via a mixed anhydride procedure into the corresponding ester 8 in 
82 % yield. 

 
Scheme 1. 

Antimalarial activity 
The synthesized compounds were screened in vitro against three P. falcipa-

rum strains: D6 (chloroquine and mefloquine (MFQ) susceptible strain), W2 (chlo-
roquine-resistant, MFQ susceptible), and TM91C235 (multidrug-resistant strain) 
following the protocol given in the literature (Table I).2b 
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TABLE I. In vitro antimalarial activities of tetraoxanes 4–8 against P. falciparum D6,a W2,b 
and TM91C235c strains 

IC50 / nM IC90 / nM 
Compound 

D6 W2 TM91C235 D6 W2 TM91C235 
4 40.37 141.35 58.25 72.77 232.96 134.45 
5 40.03 176.82 61.39 76.77 282.75 127.99 
8 115.97 599.23 701.38 405.63 1454.42 2286.79 
6 29.20 40.41 26.96 83.92 62.48 110.22 
MFQd 7.38 4.99 51.92 16.83 11.28 102.47 
CQd 13.62 371.65 178.07 19.89 662.35 391.42 
aP. falciparum African D6 clone; bP. falciparum Indochina W2 clone; cP. falciparum multidrug resistant TM91C23 
strain (Thailand); dcontrol compounds 

The synthesized aminoquinoline derivatives 4 and 5 had similar activity; the 
amine 4 was less active against P. falciparum strain D6 in comparison to the con-
trols CQ and MFQ. Compound 4 was 2.5−3 times more active than CQ against 
W2 and TM91C235 strains. 

On the other hand, the tetraoxane 8 was less active than CQ and MFQ, and 
significantly less active than the corresponding ester 6 against the three P. falci-
parum strains. According to these results, it is suggested that increased polarity 
of molecule, caused by hydrolysis of the isopropylidene and/or methoxy group in 
the in vitro test may be the cause of the observed small activity. Increasing the 
polarity of the molecules impedes their transport through biological membranes. 
In addition, the presence of hydroxy groups can cause facilitated secretion as a 
consequence of phase II metabolism. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
For general remarks, see references 2a, 2b, and 2c. 
ESI–MS spectra of the synthesized compounds were recorded on an Agilent Technologies 

6210 Time-of-Flight LC/MS instrument in the positive ion mode using CH3CN/H2O = 1/1 
with 0.20 % HCOOH as the carrying solvent solution. The samples were dissolved in pure 
acetonitrile (HPLC grade). The selected values were as follows: capillary voltage 4 kV; gas 
temperature 350 °C; drying gas 12 L min-1; nebulizer pressure 45 atm; fragmentator voltage: 
70 V. 

Methyl 2,3-O-isopropylidene-D-ribofuranoside,3 7,8,15,16-tetraoxadispiro[5.2.5.2]hexa-
decane-3-carboxylic acid,4 N1-(7-chloroquinolin-4-yl)-ethane-1,2-diamine5 were prepared ac-
cording to known procedures. 
N1-(7-Chloro-4-quinolinyl)-1,2-ethanediamine-N2-{[(3aS,4R,6aS)-6-methoxy-2,2- 
-dimethyltetrahydrofuro[3,4-d][1,3]dioxol-4-yl]methyl} (4) 

Anhydrous CrO3 (1.02 g) was suspended in dry CH2Cl2 (25 mL) and pyridine (1.65 mL). 
The alcohol 2 (170 mg, 0.830 mmol) in anhydrous CH2Cl2 (2.0 mL) was added after 15 min 
into the resultant red solution and the reaction mixture was stirred for 20 min. Then the mix-
ture was poured onto cold saturated aqueous NaHCO3. The organic layer was separated and 
the aqueous layer was extracted with CH2Cl2 (2×20 mL). The combined organic layers were 
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dried (Na2SO4) and the solvent evaporated. The crude product was purified by dry-flash chro-
matography, eluent CH2Cl2, to afford the known6 aldehyde 3 (160 mg, 95.0 %). 

Sodium triacetoxyborohydride (168 mg, 0.790 mmol) was added to a mixture of alde-
hyde (80 mg, 0.39 mmol) and amine A (175 mg, 0.790 mmol) in CH2Cl2 (20 mL) and the 
reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 18 h. The reaction mixture was poured 
onto 1.0 % NaOH (20 mL) and extracted with CH2Cl2 (2×50 mL). The combined organic 
layers were dried over anh. Na2SO4 and evaporated to dryness. The crude product was purified 
by dry-flash chromatography, eluent EtOAc/MeOH = 9/1. Yield: 156 mg (98.0 %). Oil. 4: IR 
(KBr, cm-1): 3302w, 2936w, 2361w, 1611w, 1580s, 1535w, 1451m, 1371m, 1331w, 1274w, 
1239w, 1209m, 1158m, 1105s, 962m; 1H-NMR (200 MHz, CDCl3, δ / ppm): 8.52 (m, H–C(2')), 
7.95 (m, H–C(5')), 7.75 (m, H–C(8')), 7.34 (m, H–C(6')), 6.38 (m, H–C(3')), 5.92 (1H, bs), 
4.62 (2H, m), 4.33 (1H, m), 3.32 (5H, m), 3.06 (2H, m), 2.79 (2H, d), 1.97 (2H, bs), 1.49 (3H, 
s), 1.31 (3H, s); 13C-NMR (50 MHz, CDCl3, δ / ppm): 151.99, 149.87, 149.05, 134.83, 128.62, 
125.23, 121.28, 116.23, 112.47, 109.74, 99.16, 86.05, 85.30, 82.61, 55.15, 52.15, 47.12, 41.89, 
26.44, 24.87; (+)ESI–HRMS (m/z, %): 408.18229 ([M+H]+, 100); calculated 408.16845. 
(3aS,4R,6aS)-6-Methoxy-2,2-dimethyltetrahydrofuro[3,4-d][1,3]dioxol-4-yl]methyl 
7,8,15,16-tetraoxadispiro[5.2.5.2]hexadecane-3-carboxylate (8) 

A solution of carboxylic acid 7 (120 mg, 0.440 mmol) in dry CH2Cl2 (15 mL) was stirred 
for 90 min at room temperature upon adding Et3N (61.4 µL, 0.440 mmol) and ClCO2Et (42.1 µL, 
0.440 mmol). Then a solution of alcohol 2 (90 mg, 0.44 mmol) in dry CH2Cl2 (5.0 mL) and a 
catalytic amount of DMAP (5.0 mg) were added. After 120 min, the reaction mixture was 
diluted with H2O, the layers were separated and the organic layer was washed with brine, 
dried over anh. Na2SO4 and evaporated to dryness. The crude product was purified by dry- 
-flash chromatography, eluent: hexane/EtOAc (9/1). Yield: 165 mg (82.0 %). Colorless foam, 
softening at 87−89 °C. IR (KBr, cm-1): 3441w, 2986m, 2939s, 2866m, 1737s, 1449m, 1381m, 
1318s, 1259m, 1194m, 1159m, 1094s, 1060s, 1016s, 944m, 926m. 1H-NMR (200 MHz, CDCl3, 
δ / ppm): 4.62 (2H, m), 4.36 (1H, m), 4.12 (2H, m), 3.31 (3H, m), 3.00–1.40 (20H, m), 1.48 
(3H, s), 1.32 (3H, s); 13C-NMR (50 MHz, CDCl3, δ / ppm): 174.12, 112.58, 109.34, 108.41, 
107.19, 85.14, 84.19, 81.75, 64.69, 54.88, 41.42, 29.44, 26.38, 25.27, 24.94, 21.99; (+)ESI– 
–HRMS (m/z, %): 481.20359 ([M+Na]+, 100); calculated 481.20442. 
In vitro antimalarial activity 

The in vitro antimalarial drug susceptibility screen is a modification of the procedures 
first published by Desjardins et al.,7 with modifications developed by Milhous et al.,8 and the 
details are given elsewhere.2a 
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И З В О Д  

РИБОФУРАНОЗА КАО НОСАЧ ТЕТРАОКСАНСКЕ И 4-АМИНОХИНОЛИНСКЕ 
АНТИМАЛАРИЈСКЕ ФАРМАКОФОРЕ 

ИГОР М. ОПСЕНИЦА1, KIRSTEN K. SMITH2, LUCIA GERENA2
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 САНДРА ГАИЦА3 и БОГДАН А. ШОЛАЈА1 
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Therapeutics, Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, Washington, DC 20307-5100, USA i 3Intitut za 

hemiju, tehnologiju i metalurgiju, Wego{eva 12, 11000 Beograd 

У овом раду приказана је синтеза неколико рибофуранозидних тетраоксана и 4-амино-
хинолина у циљу сагледавања односа структура–активност ове врсте антималарика. Једи-
њења су показала изражену антималаријску активност према хлорокин-осетљивом (D6), хло-
рокин-резистентном (W2) и вишеструко резистентном (TM91C235 (Thailand)) соју Plasmo-
dium falciparum. Аминохинолински дериват 4 је активнији према W2 и TM91C235 сојевима 
од контролних једињења (хлорокин и мефлокин). 

(Примљено 13. фебруара 2008) 
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Abstract: Resveratrol, which occurs in two isomeric forms, trans and cis, is a 
phytoalexin with numerous pharmacological activities, such as anti-cancer, an-
tiviral, neuroprotective and anti-aging. Red wine is the main source of the com-
pound and an easy way of including resveratrol in the human diet. In this study, 
the most popular commercial Serbian wines (red, white and rosé-type) were ana-
lyzed for their content of trans- and cis-resveratrol. The analysis was perfor-
med by HPLC with a UV detector. Prior to the injection, phenolic compounds 
were extracted onto a LiChrolut RP18 bonded silica cartridge. The concen-
tration of trans-resveratrol ranged from 0.11 to 1.69 mg L-1 and cis-resveratrol 
from 0.12 to 1.49 mg L-1. 

Keywords: trans/cis-resveratrol; wine; HPLC. 

INTRODUCTION 

Wine is defined as the fermented juice of Vitis vinifera grapes used as a be-
verage, while viticulture is the cultivation of grapes especially for wine making.1 
Wine has been produced and enjoyed for thousands of years. References to wine 
can be seen in writings dating back to the days of Hammurabi and to the Bible. 

Wines are known to contain many biologically active compounds. The amounts 
and compositions of these compounds depend on the type of grapes and their 
degree of ripeness, climate and soil of the viticultural area, as well as vinification 
techniques. 

There are many different types of wines that can be produced by a variety of 
different methods. From red to rosé to white and from fortified to sparkling, 
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wines can be produced with a variety of different flavors, aromas, in addition to 
alcohol contents. 

Phenolic compounds are an important group of substances in wine that con-
tribute to several sensory characteristics, such as color, flavor and astringency. 
Furthermore, it has been reported that phenols have multiple biological effects, 
such as antioxidant activity, anti-inflammatory action, inhibition of platelet ag-
gregation and antimicrobial activity.2 

Several beneficial physiological properties have been attributed to wine. It 
has been shown to have anticancer (chemo-preventive), anti-inflammatory, anti-
fungal, and anti-microbial properties. There is also considerable evidence that a 
correlation exists between red wine consumption and the prevention of coronary 
heart disease, due to its beneficial anti-oxidant effect on low-density lipoprotein 
(LDL), which causes arteriosclerosis.3 The cancer chemopreventive properties of 
resveratrol were first appreciated when Jang et al. demonstrated that resveratrol 
possesses cancer chemopreventive activity against all the three major stages of 
carcinogenesis i.e., initiation, promotion and progression.4 Some findings suggest 
that resveratrol may also be anticarcinogenic and a potent chemopreventive agent 
for breast cancer.5 Traditional Japanese and Chinese folk medicine use root ex-
tract of the weed Polygonum cuspidatum, which contains resveratrol, to fight li-
ver, skin and circulatory-diseases.6,7 

One of the important phenolic bioactive constituents in wine is resveratrol 
(3,4’,5-trihydroxystilbene), a naturally occurring phytoalexin produced by some 
spermatophytes, such as grapevines, in response to injury. In grape species, res-
veratrol reaches concentrations of 50–400 µg/g fresh weight in the leaves. Resve-
ratrol is also synthesized in the berries and in lignified plant tissues. Concen-
trations in the skin (pericarp) of the berries are high compared with those in the 
flesh. During mashing, a part of the resveratrol from the skins is dissolved in the 
must. However, only low levels occur in white wine (≤ 1 mg L–1), whereas red 
wines contain on average 2 mg L–1.8–10 

Resveratrol exists in cis- and trans- isomeric forms (Fig. 1), but the cis-iso-
mer is present only in small amounts.11–13 However, cis-resveratrol and its glu-
coside have been detected in almost all wines analyzed to date, regardless of the 
origin and the technology applied. Both isomeric forms were detected in white, 
rosé, and red wine. The cis-isomer is probably transformed during the vinifi-
cation process but usually does not reach the concentration of the trans-isomer in 
the wine.14 

Resveratrol is the parent molecule of a family of polymers named viniferins. 
Plants also synthesize glucosides (piceid = resveratrol 3-O-β-glucoside). 

The concentrations in the form of trans- and cis-isomers of aglycone and glu-
cosides are subject to numerous variables. In red wine, the concentrations of the 
trans-isomer, which is the major form, generally ranges between 0.10 and 15 mg L–1.2 



 RESVERATROL CONCENTRATION IN WINES 1029 

Wines of the rosé type exhibit intermediate values between red and white wines. 
This is presumably due to the longer extraction time during contact between grape 
skin and juice in the production of red wine.15,16 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Fig. 1. a) trans-resveratrol, b) cis-resveratrol. 

Resveratrol concentrations increase during fermentation of the skins but the 
amount extracted is dependent on the variety and enological conditions.17–19 The 
extraction of resveratrol from the skin may be facilitated by the production of 
ethanol during the fermentation process. 

Resveratrol is synthesized in response to microbial infection or stress.18 How-
ever, it is also produced after chemical treatment, such as herbicide or fungicide 
application, and by exposure to UV light.20,21 

The complexity of the wine matrix makes analysis by a single technique dif-
ficult. Usually, purification prior to the analysis is crucial. Thus, solid phase micro-
extraction, solvent extraction, and elution through preconcentration columns are 
performed. High performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) and gas chromato-
graphy (GC) are the two major techniques used. Furthermore, these instruments 
can be coupled to various types of detectors, including UV, photodiode array 
(DAD),22 chemiluminescent detection (CL),23 fluorescence detection (FD),24 and 
mass spectrometry (MS).13,25 

The aim of the present study was to determine the trans- and cis-resveratrol 
content in 18 commercial samples of wines produced in Serbia. At the present 
time, there are no reports in the literature about the resveratrol content in wines 
from Serbia. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
Wine samples and standards 

The analyses were performed on eighteen commercial Serbian wine samples (10 red, 7 
white and 1 rosé), from six different producers. All wines were stored in the dark at 4.0 °C 
and analyzed immediately after bottle opening. trans-Resveratrol was purchased from Sigma 
Chemical Co. (St. Louis, MO). cis-Resveratrol is not commercially available and was 
therefore obtained through UV-photoisomerization (280–310 nm, for 10 h) of a standard so-
lution (100 mg L-1) of trans-resveratrol. Under these conditions, 80 % of the trans-resveratrol 



1030 ĐEKIĆ et al. 

was converted into the cis-isomer (examined by HPLC and 1H-NMR spectroscopy). The 
1H-NMR spectra and HPLC chromatograms of trans-resveratrol prior and after UV treatment 
are shown in Figs. 2–4. 

 
Fig. 2. 1H-NMR (200 MHz) spectra of trans-resveratrol in CDCl3 before UV-photoiso-

merization (δ / ppm: 6.51 (2H, d, H-2/6, J = 2.0 Hz), 6.21 (1H, t, H-4, J = 2.0 Hz), 
7.35 (2H, d, H2'/6', J = 8.5 Hz), 6.81 (2H, d, H3'/5', J = 8.5 Hz), 

6.80 (lH, d, Ha, J = 16.5 Hz), 6.97 (lH, d, Hb, J = 16.5Hz)). 

 
Fig. 3. 1H-NMR (200 MHz) spectra in CDCl3 of cis-resveratrol obtained after UV-photoiso-
merization of trans-resveratrol (δ / ppm: 6.30 (2H, d, H-2/6, J = 2.0 Hz), 6.19 (1H, t, H-4, 

J = 2.0 Hz), 7.16 (2H, d, H2'/6', J = 8.5 Hz), 6.70 (2H, d, H3'/5', J = 8.5 Hz), 
6.35 (lH, d, Ha, J = 12.0, Hz), 6.47 (lH, d, Hb, J = 12.0 Hz)). 
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Fig. 4. LC chromatograms of the cis-resve-
ratrol obtained during irradiation of trans-res-
veratrol. 

Analytical HPLC procedure 
A Hitachi HPLC system consisting of two pumps (Model 655A-11), a Hitachi automated 

gradient controller (Model L-5000) and autosampler Hitachi (Model 655A-40) was used. The 
chromatograms where recorded using a Gilson 117 UV dual wavelength detector. A Baseline 
Workstation CSW32 and a personal computer were employed for data storage and evaluation. 
The analytical column was a Bishoff Hyperchrome, ODS Hypersil (25 cm×4.6 mm ID, 5 µm 
particle diameter). 

The HPLC column was initially equilibrated with acetonitrile–acetic acid–water (20:2:78, 
v/v) as solvent A for 10 min. The chromatographic separation was performed using a six stage 
linear gradient: from 100 to 90 % of A in 8 min, from 90 to 85 % of A in 12 min, from 85 to 
70 % of A in 15 min, from 70 to 50 % of A in 5 min and from 50 to 0 % of A in 5 min, with a 
total flow rate of 1.0 ml min-1. The total gradient time was 42 min. A mixture of acetonitrile– 
–acetic acid–water (90:2:8, v/v) was used as solvent B. The eluent was monitored at 306 and 
286 nm, the optimum UV absorbances of trans- and cis-resveratrol, respectively. 
Calibration and recovery 

Calibration graphs were obtained by plotting the peak area against the concentration. Six 
standards of trans- and cis-resveratrol covering the range 0.10–15 and 0.25–10 mg L-1 were 
made up in methanol and analyzed in duplicate. The constructed calibration curves showed 
excellent linearity (Table I). 

The precision of the method was confirmed by repetitive analyses, calculating the ave-
rage relative standard deviation (RSD) for 6 replicate determinations. The limit of detection 
(LOD, S/N = 3) of the individual compounds was calculated at their absorbance maxima. The 
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recoveries for trans- and cis-resveratrol were determined by adding known amounts of resve-
ratrol to the wine sample and by performing assays before and after addition. The recovery 
was 94.56 and 95.61 % for trans- and cis-resveratrol, respectively (Table I). 
TABLE I. Analytical characteristics for the determination of resveratrol in wine samples by 
HPLC–UV (tR – retention time; λ – wavelength of absorbance maxima; R2 – correlation coef-
ficient; RSD – repeatability) 

Compound tR / min λ / nm Linearity interval
mg L-1 LOD / mg L-1 R2 

RSD 
% 

Recovery
% 

trans-Resveratrol 16.02 306 0.10–15 0.02 0.9998 3.3 94.56 
cis-Resveratrol 18.53 286 0.25–10 0.05 0.9994 5.8 95.61 

Solid-phase extraction (SPE) of wine samples 
The determination of polyphenolic compounds in wine samples usually requires extrac-

tion and preconcentration procedures prior to the HPLC analysis. This is because wine has very 
complex composition and many phenolic compounds are present at very low concentrations. 

A sample of wine was first filtered through a 0.45 µm membrane filter. The solid-phase ex-
traction was performed using a LiChrolut RP18 bonded porous silica cartridge (3 ml, 300 mg), 
obtained from Merck. The cartridges were previously conditioned with 10 ml of methanol, fol-
lowed by 5 ml of water. Then, 5 ml of wine were introduced. Then the cartridge was dried 
under vacuum and, finally, the compounds were eluted with 1 ml of methanol. All analyses 
were performed in triplicate and the data are presented as mean ± error (95 % confidence 
level, F = 4, n = 5). 
NMR analysis 

The 1H-NMR (200 MHz) spectra were recorded on a Varian Gemini 2000 spectrometer 
in CDCl3. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of the chromatographic analyses of the 18 different Serbian 
wines are summarized in Table II. Typical chromatograms of red and white wine 
are shown in Figs. 5 and 6, respectively. 
TABLE II. Concentrations of resveratrol in Serbian wines (mg L-1) 

Wine and vintage Wine producer Alcohol content 
vol. % trans-Resveratrol cis-Resveratrol 

Cabernet Sauvignona 

2000 
Navip, Zemun 12.0 0.61±0.04 0.27±0.04 

Cabernet Sauvignona 
2002 

Podrum 
Radovanović, 

Krnjevo 

12.5 1.69±0.04 0.81±0.04 

Cabernet Sauvignona 
2004 

Faculty of 
Agriculture, Uni-

versity of Bel-
grade, Zemun 

13.0 0.18±0.04 0.19±0.04 

Cabernet Sauvignona 
2002 

Rubin, Kruševac 12.0 0.36±0.04 0.42±0.04 
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TABLE II. Continued 

Wine and vintage Wine producer Alcohol content 
vol. % trans-Resveratrol cis-Resveratrol 

Cabernet Sauvignona 
2004 

VinoVita, 
Trstenik 12.5 1.00±0.04 1.49±0.04 

Merlot “Dionis”a, 
2000 Navip, Zemun 12.0 1.00±0.04 0.53±0.04 

Merlota, 2003 Faculty of 
Agriculture, Uni-

versity of Bel-
grade, Zemun 

13.5 0.11±0.04 0.12±0.04 

Royala, 2000 Navip, Zemun  11.5 0.72±0.04 0.66±0.04 
Pinot Noira, 2001 Rubin, Kruševac 11.5 1.31±0.04 0.82±0.04 
Vranaca, 2000 Rubin, Kruševac 11.5 0.84±0.04 0.20±0.04 
Roséb, 2004 Faculty of 

Agriculture, Uni-
versity of Bel-
grade, Zemun 

12.0 0.29 ± 0.04 < 0.05 ± 0.04 

Chardonnayc, 2002 Podrum 
Radovanović, 

Krnjevo 
12.5 0.29±0.04 < 0.05±0.04 

Chardonnayc, 2004 Faculty of 
Agriculture, Uni-

versity of Bel-
grade, Zemun 

12.0  < 0.02 ± 0.04 < 0.05±0.04 

Chardonnay blancc 

2002 Navip, Zemun 12.4 0.19±0.04 < 0.05±0.04 

Chardonnayc, 2003 Rubin, Kruševac 12.0 0.15±0.04 < 0.05±0.04 
Chardonnayc, 2002 Erdevik, Erdevik 12.5 0.34±0.04 0.40±0.04 
Sauvignonc, 2003 Rubin, Kruševac 12.1 0.11±0.04 < 0.05±0.04 
Graševinac, 2000 Erdevik, Erdevik 11.5 0.33±0.04 0.58±0.04 
aRed wine; brosé wine; cwhite wine 

Only free forms of resveratrol were analyzed. The contents of resveratrol in 
red wines showed a relatively high variability. The concentration of trans-resve-
ratrol ranged from 0.11 to 1.69 mg L–1 and that of cis-resveratrol from 0.12 to 
1.49 mg L–1. 

The obtained resveratrol concentrations were compared with those reported 
for foreign wines. The concentrations of trans-resveratrol in the analyzed wines 
from Serbia were significantly lower than in wines produced in other countries. 
The average levels of trans-resveratrol in red and white wines vary greatly from 
one region to another. Although significant differences were found between re-
gions, no specific region was significantly different from the others. A compa-
rison of the content from different regions is given in Table III. 
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Fig. 5. Chromatogram of the red wine Cabernet Sauvignon (Vino Vita, Trstenik). 

 
Fig. 6. Chromatogram of the white wine Chardonnay (Erdevik, Erdevik). 

These differences could be attributed to environmental conditions, such as hu-
midity and fungal disease, which are factors influencing the production of trans- 
-resveratrol by grapevines.26 However, Soleas et al.26 stated that the difference 
between the statistical parameters, sample pretreatment (direct injection or not) and 
the chromatographic method (GC or HPLC) might cause different result. For ex-
ample, wines from Italy presented mean values of resveratrol varying from 0.03 
to 8.87 mg L–1. 

Seven white wines were analyzed. As it can be seen (Table II), the highest 
amount of trans-resveratrol was found in Chardonnay 2002 (0.34 mg L–1). The 
highest value for cis-resveratrol in white wines was 0.58 mg L–1 (Table II). 
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TABLE III. Previous reports of trans and cis-resveratrol concentrations (mg l–1) in red and 
white wines 

trans-Resveratrol cis-Resveratrol Country 
Lowest Highest Lowest Highest 

Reference 

Red wines 
Brazil 0.82 5.75 1.70 22.9 27, 28 
Italy 0.03 8.87 0.13 2.55 13, 24, 29, 30 
France 0.30 7.62 0.30  5.30 31–36 
Spain 0.18 8.00 0.02 2. 48 33, 37–40 
Canada 0.15 5.79 1.48 6.52  27, 41 
China 0.07 3.20 – – 23 
Portugal 0.20 5.70 0.03 9.50 32, 36, 41, 42 
Greece 0.37 2.53 – – 34, 43, 44 
Chile 0.80 1.57 0.14  1.23 33, 36 
Czech Republic 0.92 6.25  0.68 2.80  45 
Slovenia 0.90 8.70 – – 39 
USA 0.23 5.81 0.07 2.96 33, 36 
Korea 0.19 3.30  – – 46  
Japan 0.001 2.30 – – 14, 18 
Hungary 0.10 14.3 – – 47 
Australia 0.20 10.6 – – 36, 38 

White wines 
Italy 0.02 0.55 – –– 24, 29, 30 
France 0.30 4.00 0.10  0.10 35, 49 
Spain 0.07 2.50 n.d. 0.18 37, 38, 50, 51 
Portugal 0.03 2.60 0.90 1.70  32, 41 
Greece 0.03 0.14  – – 43 
Slovenia n.d. 0.60 – – 39 

CONCLUSIONS 

In this study, for the first time, focus was directed on the determination of 
trans-resveratrol and cis-resveratrol levels in red wines produced in Serbia. 

The resveratrol content of a wine is related to the length of time the grape 
skins are present during the fermentation process. Thus, the concentration is sig-
nificantly higher in red wines than in white wines, because the skins are removed 
earlier during white wine production, reducing the amount extracted. 

cis-Resveratrol has been detected in almost all hitherto analyzed wines, re-
gardless of the origin and the technology applied. Generally, the high levels of 
cis-resveratrol in Serbian wines support the assumption that resveratrol is initially 
produced as the trans-isomer and the cis-isomer is derived by subsequent isome-
rization of the trans-isomer, mainly during fermentation. 

Acknowledgments. This research was supported by grant from the Ministry of Science of 
the Republic of Serbia (Project 142053). 
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И З В О Д  

КОНЦЕНТРАЦИЈА trans- И cis-РЕЗВЕРАТРОЛА У ВИНИМА ПРОИЗВЕДЕНИМ У СРБИЈИ 

САЊА ЂЕКИЋ1, СЛОБОДАН МИЛОСАВЉЕВИЋ1, ВЛАТКА ВАЈС2, СЛОБОДАН ЈОВИЋ3, АЛЕКСАНДАР 
ПЕТРОВИЋ3, НИНОСЛАВ НИКИЋЕВИЋ3, ВЕРИЦА МАНОЈЛОВИЋ4, ВИКТОР НЕДОВИЋ3 и ВЕЛЕ ТЕШЕВИЋ1 

1Hemijski fakultet, Univerzitet u Beogradu, Studentski trg 16, 11000 Beograd, 2Institut za hemiju, 

tehnologiju i metalurgiju, Wego{eva 12, 11000 Beograd, 3Poqoprivredni fakultet, Univerzitet u 

Beogradu, Nemawina 6, 11080 Zemun i 4Tehnolo{ko–metalur{ki fakultet, Univerzitet u Beogradu, 

Karnegijeva 4, 11000 Beograd 

Методом течне хроматографије (HPLC) испитан је садржај слободног облика trans- i 
cis-резвератрола у осамнаест комерцијалних узорака (10 црвених, 7 белих и 1 розе) српских 
вина. Сви узорци су пре хроматографије екстраховани SPE техником на LiChrolut RP18 ко-
лони. trans-Резвератрол је детектован у 17 од 18 анализираних узорака вина са просечном кон-
центрацијама од 0,78 mg l-1 за црвена вина и 0,23 mg l-1 за бела вина. Највиша концентрација 
trans-резвератрола је нађена у узорку црвеног вина Cabernet Sauvignon бербе 2002 године. 
cis-Резвератрол је детектован у 12 од 18 анализираних узорака вина са просечном концентра-
цијом 0,55 mg l-1 за црвена вина, док је у белим винима од анализираних 7 узорака детекто-
ван само у 2 узорка са концентрацијама 0,12 и 0,49 mg l-1. Висок садржај cis-резвератрола у 
неким узорцима је вероватно последица изомеризације trans- у cis-резвератрол током про-
цеса производње вина. 

(Примљено 3. марта, ревидирано 22. маја 2008) 
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Abstract: In this study, the chemical components, antimicrobial and genotoxic 
biological activities of the acetone extract of Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. pollen 
were examined. Two lactones were identified: ambrosin and artesovin. The 
antimicrobial activity of the acetone extract of A. artemisiifolia L. pollen was 
examined on ten different bacterial species using the disc diffusion method and 
the microdilution method in Mueller-Hinton broth dilution. The minimal inhi-
bitory concentration of the acetone extract of A. artemisiifolia pollen varied be-
tween 1.25−6.50 mg mL-1. The genotoxic effect of the acetone extract of A. 
artemisiifolia pollen on a eukaryotic model system Drosophila melanogaster 
was investigated using the SLRL test. 

Keywords: Ambrosia artemisiifolia L.; pollen; extract; antimicrobial activity; 
genotoxicity. 

INTRODUCTION 
The Ambrosia (Asteraceae) genus is classified as belonging to the Helian-

theae tribe. There are about 20 species of this genus in Europe and the ambrosia 
species is the most widespread one.1 Ambrosia is conquering Europe with enor-
mous speed due to the ability of its pollen to travel extremely fast, up to 300 km h–1, 
if the wind is favourable.2–5 Various measurements and testing have shown that 
the pollen concentrations in the European air have increased by up to 5 times in 
the last 10 years. 

The Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. plant is an invasive, allergenic plant which pro-
duces large amounts of pollen.6 The human immune system responds to the anti-
gen present in the pollen through the so-called polinosis process.7,8 During re-
search of the A. artemisiifolia L. plant, the sesquiterpene lactones ambrosin, isa-
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belin, psilostachyn,9,10 cumanin and peruvin,11,12 as well as triterpenoids of the 
α- and β-amyrine type and derivatives of caffeic acid 6,13 were identified. 

The sesquiterpene lactones are characterized by the presence of α,β-unsatu-
rated γ-lactone moiety14 and possess antibacterial, antifungal, antiprotozoal, ant-
helmintic, analgesic, schistosomicidal, genotoxic and mutagenic activities.15–18 

In addition, various studies have suggested a presence of both genotoxic and 
mutagenic activities19–21 of the sesquiterpene lactones. Genotoxic substances can 
perform deleterious actions on the genetic material of cells, thus affecting their 
integrity, and may, therefore, be potentially mutagenic or carcinogenic,22–25 spe-
cifically those capable of causing genetic mutations and contributing to the deve-
lopment of tumours.26–28 The sesquiterpene lactones go through a cellular meta-
bolic transformation thereby acquiring the ability to damage DNA.20,29–33 They 
operate by inhibiting certain enzymes responsible for maintaining the integrity of 
cells and, consequently, the integrity of an organism. The sesquiterpene lactones 
can react with the nucleophilic centres of intracellular macromolecules.20 Such a 
reaction occurs with the thiol group of glutathione,17 which is an important intra-
cellular compound participating in the inactivation of chemical substances and it 
may be efficient in protecting cells and macromolecules such as DNA.18,33 

Some of the above-mentioned examined lactones exhibit antimicrobial pro-
perties. Lactones exhibit bacteriostatic properties by inhibiting bacterial growth, 
or bactericidal, killing the bacteria. The critical attack site of anti-cell wall agents 
lies in the peptidoglycan layer. This layer is essential for the survival of bacteria 
in hypotonic environments. The loss or damage of this layer destroys the rigidity 
of the bacterial cell wall, resulting in death.34–36 

This paper presents the results of the chemical isolation and identification of 
two lactones from the acetone extract of the pollen and some biological effects of 
this extract, i.e., its antibacterial activity against some pathogenic bacteria and its 
genotoxic effect on a eukaryotic model system Drosophila melanogaster using 
the SLRL test. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
The melting points (m.p.) were recorded on a Kofler hot stage apparatus and are uncor-

rected. Microanalysis for carbon and hydrogen was performed using a Carlo Erba 1106 micro-
analyser. The IR spectra were run on Perkin-Elmer Grating Spectrophotometers, models 137 
and 337. The NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian Gemini 200 spectrometer (1H at 200 MHz 
and 13C at 50 MHz) in CDCl3, using TMS as the internal standard. The extract was monitored 
and separated by thin-layer chromatography (TLC) on MN-silica gel P/UV254 with CaSO4. 
Extraction of Ambrosia artemisiifolia pollen 

Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. plants were collected from the region of Kragujevac, in central 
Serbia. The biomass was freeze-dried on the same day as it was collected. A voucher speci-
men of the plant (BEOU No. 16171) was deposited in the Herbarium of the Department of 
Biology of the Faculty of Science, University of Belgrade, Serbia. The pollen was separated 
from the plant leaves. 
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The pollen was first broken into small pieces using a cylindered crusher. Then, pollen 
pieces (60 g) were extracted with acetone (500 mL) using a Soxhlet apparatus.37 The extract 
was filtered through a paper filter (Whatman, No. 1) and evaporated on a rotary evaporator. 
The crude acetone extract (1645 mg) of the pollen was washed with petroleum ether (70−90 °C) 
at room temperature during a 24 h period. The secondary petroleum ether extract (l430 mg) 
contained palmitic acid wax. The residue was dissolved in 50 mL of a 0.20 % solution of lead 
acetate in a 1:1 mixture of ethanol and water. After stirring over night, the solution was filte-
red, evaporated to a quarter of its volume, extracted with chloroform, dried over anhydrous so-
dium sulphate, evaporated and dissolved in acetone. The primary acetone extract pollen (820 mg) 
was stored in a dark glass bottle for further processing. The components were separated by 
preparative chromatography on MN-silica gel P/UV254 with CaSO4 and a 6:4 mixture of 
benzene and ethyl acetate. The silica gel layer was extracted with ethyl acetate. The extracts 
were filtered and evaporated and the residues analysed spectroscopically. Two lactones were 
identified. The first was ambrosin (1), light white crystals with a m.p. 146–148 °C (ethanol) 
and Rf = 0.36 (benzene:ethyl acetate = 6:4). The second lactone was dihydroambrosin (2), 
white crystals with a m.p. 165–167 °C (diethyl ether) and Rf = 0.50 (benzene:ethyl acetate = 6:4). 
Test microorganism 

The bacterial strains used in these experiments were Bacillus mycoides (IPH), Pseudo-
monas fluorescens (B28), Erwinia carotovora (B31), Enterobacter cloacae (B22), Klebsiella 
pneumoniae (B26), Agrobacterium tumefaciens (B11), Azotobacter chroococcum (B14), Sta-
phylococcus aureus (IHP), Proteus sp. (IHB) and Pseudomonas aeruginosa (IPH). 

All of the tested bacteria cultures were obtained from the Institute for Health Protection 
(IPH) in Kragujevac and the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Belgrade, Serbia. The iden-
tity of the bacterial strains was confirmed in Laboratory for Microbiology at the Department 
of Biology, Faculty of Science, University of Kragujevac, Kragujevac, Serbia. 
Antibacterial activity of the pollen acetone extract 

The antibacterial activity of the acetone extract of the pollen was examined using the 
nutrient agar broth disc diffusion method and the microdilution method in Mueller-Hinton 
broth.38,39 The disc diffusion method was performed using a 24 h culture which was reseeded 
on the nutrient broth at a temperature of 37 °C. The concentrations of the cultures were 
adjusted to 5.6×106 CFU mL-1 with sterile water. One mL of suspension was added over the 
plates containing nutrient agar broth in order to achieve a uniform microbial growth on both 
the control and test plates. The acetone extract of pollen was dissolved in 96 % ethanol (100 
mg mL-1) and sterilized. Under aseptic conditions, empty sterilized discs (Whatman No. 5, 14 
mm diameter) were impregnated with 250, 100 and 50 µL of different concentrations (10 
mg/disc and 5.0 mg/disc) of the respective extract, and placed on the agar surface. The plates 
were left for 30 min at room temperature to allow diffusion of the extract and then incubated 
at 37 °C. 

After the incubation period (48 h), the zone of inhibition was measured and is presented 
in mm. A paper disc of the solvent (ethanol) was used as the control and Sinacilin® was used 
as a standard antibiotic for comparison. Each test was performed in triplicate and repeated 
three times. 

The minimal inhibitory concentration (MIC) of the acetone extract was determined by 
the microdilution two-fold serial technique. A series of two-fold dilutions of the extract, ran-
ging from 0.10 to 10 mg mL-1, was prepared in Mueller-Hinton broth with the addition 0.10 mL 
of a suspension of the bacterial spores (5.4×106 CFU mL-1). The results were determined after 
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24 h and the MIC values were determined as the lowest concentration of the extract which 
inhibited visible growth of each organism. Sinacilin (1.0 mg mL-1) was chosen as the control 
drug. 
Genotoxic activity of the pollen acetone extract 

The sex-linked recessive lethal test for mutagenicity (or SLRL test) was performed with 
laboratory stocks of Drosophila melanogaster (obtained from the Umea Stock Centre, Swe-
den). The examined “Canton-S” types were individuals with a normal phenotype (“wild” type), 
while “Basc” line flies are characterized with individuals homozygous for a balancer X-chro-
mosome, which carries two genetic markers: Bar (B) which produces a narrow shaped eye 
under homo- and hemizygous conditions and a kidney shaped eye when heterozygous in fe-
males. An eye restricted to a narrow vertical bar of 80 facets appears in males and 70 facets in 
homozygous females. Heterozygous females have an intermediate number of facets (360) com-
pared to the homozygous females (70) and wild type (780).40 

The character can be regarded as partially dominant; white-apricot (wa) – changes the 
red eye color into a light orange and is expressed only in homozygous females and hemizy-
gous males (while in heterozygotes females are not expressed); scute (sc) – a recessive muta-
tion that reduces the number of thoracic bristles. This mutation is linked with a long inversion 
on the X-chromosome, which is necessary for the suppression of crossing-over, which could 
change the existing gene combinations on the treated chromosome.41-43 

Three-day old Canton-S males (N = 30) were starved in empty bottles for 5 h prior to 
treatment and then transferred and fed in bottles with a filter paper soaked with a 5.0 % solu-
tion of the acetone extract of A. artemisiifolia for 24 h. After another 24 h of recovery on 
standard medium, each male was mated individually to three Basc females in 30 bottles, 
which made brood I. After two days, the males were transferred to new vials with three Basc 
line virgins (brood II) and after three days, the males were transferred again into fresh vials 
with three Basc virgins (brood III). These males stayed with the females for three days and 
were then removed. The females were left for five days to lay eggs, and then they were re-
moved. The solvent 1.0 % sucrose served as the negative control. 

After F1 emerged, brother–sister mating was allowed for several days and 10 females 
from each vial were placed individually into new vials. Each vial would give the progeny of 
one treated X-chromosome. 

In F2, the phenotypes were scored according to eye colour and shape. The absence of 
wild type males indicated the presence of a recessive lethal induced by the test substance. 

The stocks were maintained and all experiments were performed under optimal condi-
tions (t = 25 °C, relative humidity = 60 %, 12/12 h light/dark regime) on a standard nutritive 
medium for Drosophila (corn flour, yeast, agar, sugar and nipagin to prevent mould and infection). 

The total number of treated X-chromosomes is equal to the sum of the lethal and non-le-
thal cultures and the frequency of sex-linked recessive lethal was calculated from the ratio of 
the number of lethal to the total number of treated X-chromosomes. The significance of the 
difference in the percentage of lethals was tested using the test for big independent samples 
(testing of difference between proportions).44,45 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Many different kinds of metabolites, including sesquiterpene lactones, phe-
nolics, coumarins and flavonoids have been identified from A. artemisiifolia 
L.9,11,13,15 In the above-ground parts of A. artemisiifolia L. species, many struc-
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turally different sesquiterpene lactones were identified, among them coronopilin, 
dihydropartenolide, psilostachyin, cumanin, peruvin, artemisiifolin, isabelin, am-
brosin and cumamin.11 

The following lactones were identified in the methanol extract of common 
ragweed, A. artemisiifolia: the sesquiterpene lactones psilostachyins A, B and C, 
paulitin and isopaulitin. Psylostachyins A and C block cells in mitosis, which act 
as novel checkpoint inhibitors of G2/DNA damage.46 It was suggested that these 
compounds can easily bind covalently to target proteins.47 

On the basis the present experimental results, it was concluded that the am-
brosia pollen acetone extract contained two lactones, ambrosin and artesovin in 
the ratio of 3:1 (Fig. 1). The structures of the sesquiterpene lactones ambrosin 
and artesovin were assigned on the basis of UV–Vis, IR, 1H-NMR, 13C-NMR 
and mass spectral data. 

Fig. 1. Chemical structure of am-
brosin (1) and artesovin (2). 

Ambrosin (6,9a-dimethyl-3-methylene-3,3a,4,5,6,6a-hexahydroazuleno[4,5-b]-
furan-2,9(9aH,9bH)-dione) (1). Light white crystals; m.p. 146−148 °C (ethanol); 
Rf = 0.36 (6:4 benzene:ethyl acetate); IR (KBr, cm–1): 1755 (γ-lactone), 1710, 
1660 (enone (lactone)), 1605 (enone (cyclpentenone)), 1420, 1378, 1140; 1H-NMR 
(200 MHz, CDCl3, δ, ppm): 1.01 (3H, d, CH3–C6, 3J = 6.8 Hz), 1.12−1.48 (4H, 
m, C4, C5), 1.33 (3H, s, CH3–C9a), 1.71 (1H, m, C6), 2.39 (1H, t, C6a, 3J6a,6 = 5.9 Hz, 
3J6a,7 = 5.8 Hz), 2.69 (1H, bq, C3a, 3J3a,9b = 6.7 Hz, 3J3a,4 = 6.2 Hz, 3J3a,4 = 6.1 
Hz), 4.21 (1H, d, C9b, 3J3a,9b = 6.7 Hz), 5.65 (1H, d, CH2 methylene, J = 1.3 Hz), 
6.20 (1H, d, C8, 3J7,8 = 6.3 Hz), 6.25 (1H, d, CH2 methylene, J = 1.3 Hz), 7.02 (1H, 
dd, C7, 3J7,8 = 6.3 Hz, 3J6a,7 = 5.8 Hz); 13C-NMR (50 MHz, CDCl3, δ, ppm): 
169.97 (C2), 138.7 (C3), 43.43 (C3a), 24.8 (C4), 31.15 (C5), 33.9 (C6), 49.56 
(C6a), 169.87 (C7), 128.1(C8), 211.8 (C9), 53.47 (C9a), 79.65 (C9b), 18.79 (CH3 
at C6), 17.6 (CH3 at C9a), 120.05 (CH2 methylene); MS (m/z): 93, 125, 145, 166, 
189, 204, 231, M+ 246.1256; UV–Vis (EtOH) (λmax, nm (ε, L mol–1 cm–1)): 217 
(17100) (α,β-unsaturated ketone and α,β-unsaturated γ-lactone) and 343 (35) 
(carbonyl). 

Artesovin (3,6,9a-trimethyl-3,3a,4,5,6,6a-hexahydroazuleno[4,5-b]furan-
-2,9(9aH,9bH)- dione) (2). White crystals; m.p. 165–167 °C (diethyl ether), Rf = 0.50 
(benzene:ethyl acetate = 6:4); IR (KBr, cm–1): 1775 (γ-lactone), 1707, 1615 (eno-
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ne (cyclpentenone)), 1420, 1370, 1140; 1H-NMR (200 MHz, CDCl3, δ, ppm): 
1.01 (3H, d, CH3–C6, 3J = 6.7 Hz), 1.12–1.48 (4H, m, C4,C5), 1.21 (3H, d, CH3–
C6, 3J = 7.7 Hz), 1.34 (3H, s, CH3–C9a), 1.68 (1H, m, C6), 2.47 (1H, t, C6a, 
3J6a,6 = 7.9 Hz, 3J6a,7 = 5.5 Hz), 2.61 (1H, dq, C3, 3J3,Me = 7.7 Hz, 3J3a,3 = 9.5 Hz), 
2.81 (1H, m, C3a, 3J3a,9b = 10.4 Hz, 3J3a,3 = 9.5 Hz), 4.61 (1H, d, C9b, 3J3a,9b = 
= 10.4 Hz), 6.07 (1H, d, C8, 3J7,8 = 5.9 Hz), 7.1 (1H, dd, C7, 3J7,8 = 5.9 Hz, 
3J6a,7 = 5.5 Hz); 13C-NMR (50 MHz, CDCl3, δ, ppm): 178.3 (C2), 41.4 (C3), 
45.4 (C3a), 26.7 (C4), 30.1 (C5), 35.2 (C6), 51.6 (C6a), 161.7 (C7), 129.2(C8), 
209.8 (C9), 54.7(C9a), 85.6 (C9b), 19.9 (CH3 at C6), 20.6 (CH3 at C9a), 12.9 
(CH3 at C3); MS (m/z): 125, 145, 166, 189, 203, 218, 233, M+ 248.1412; UV–Vis 
(EtOH) (λmax, nm (ε, L mol–1 cm–1)): 212 (15100) (α,β-unsaturated ketone) and 
347 (20) (carbonyl). 

The presence of these lactones is in accordance with the presence of am-
brosic acid,15 which acts as a precursor in intra molecular cyclization to form 
ambrosin and ambrosin-like lactones.48 

The bacterial strains used in the present study demonstrated the commercial 
potential of the pollen as an active allelochemical36 and antimicrobial mixture for 
some human and phytopatogenic bacteria.6 

The results of the antibacterial activity (disc diffusion and microdilution me-
thods) of the primary acetone extract of the pollen of A. artemisiifolia L. on some 
bacteria are presented in Table I. 
TABLE I. Antibacterial activity of the acetone extract of A. artemisiifolia pollen (Pseudomo-
nas fluorescens, 0.063 mg ml-1, Bacillus mycoides, 0.039 mg ml-1) 

Zones of inhibition, mma,b,c 

Concentration of extract Standardd 

5 mg 10 mg 5 mg 10 mg 10 mg 

MICe 

mg mL-1 Microorganism 

24 h 48 h 24 h 

B. mycoides 18.0±1 23.0±0.5 14.5±0.5 17.0±1 22.0±0.5 3.50 

P. fluorescens 17.0±1 21.0±1 0 17.0±1 13.2±0.7 1.25 

A. tumefaciens 19.0±0.5 24.0±1 18.0±0.5 23.0±0.5 15.0±0.5 2.50 

E. carotovora 17.0±0.5 23.0±0.5 0 21.0±0.5 14.1±0.5 2.25 

E. cloacae 19.0±1 26.0±0.5 0 24±1 10.6±0.5 2.50 

A. chroococcum 18.0±1 23.0±0.3 0 22±1 10.6±0.5 2.50 

K. pneumoniae 20.0±0.5 22.0±0.5 17±1 18±1 12.5±0.5 6.50 

S. aureus 21.0±0.3 23.0±0.5 22.0±0.5 23±0.5 12.5±0.5 4.75 

Proteus sp. 0 0 0 0 36.8±0.7 0 

P. aeruginosa 0 0 0 0 0 0 

aMean value±SD, N = 3; b”0” absence of antimicrobial activity; csolvent control acetone was negative; dsina-
cilin, 10 mg/disc; eMIC standard: sinacilin, 1.0 mg mL-1 

These results show that the acetone extract has a high antibacterial activity 
against all ten investigated bacteria. All the cultures had in common the fact that 
the investigated concentrations had an inhibitory effect on the development of a 
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large number of bacteria. The 10 mg concentration exhibited a high degree of 
inhibition over the 24 h development period. The inhibition level varied from 
21.0 to 26.0 mm. The extract demonstrated the highest inhibition of the growth of 
Enterobacter cloacae, with an inhibition zone of 26.0 mm, while the inhibition 
zone with the other bacteria ranged from 21.0 to 24.0 mm.37 

In the 48 h-cultures, a slight decrease in the inhibition was registered, except 
for the Staphylococcus aureus culture.49 There were two significant differences 
with this bacterium. The first one is that the inhibition ability of the extract was 
very similar for the samples of 5 and 10 mg of extract per disc and it varied from 
21.0 to 23.0 mm. The second difference is that the level of inhibition remained 
the same as that after 24 h of development.50,51 For most of the examined bac-
teria, after a time period of 48 h with 10 mg of extract, a slight decrease of the 
effect was observed, while no bacteriostatic effect was registered after 48 h with 
5 mg of extract in the case of the Pseudomonas fluorescens, Erwinia carotovora, 
E. cloacae and Azotobacter chroococcum cultures. In general, this class of bacte-
ria was more resistant. 

Such a resistance could be due to the permeability barrier provided by the 
cell wall or the membrane accumulation mechanism.34,35 Compared to the stan-
dard ability of sinacilin, with 10 mg per disc, all of the examined bacteria expe-
rienced an inhibitory growth in the presence of the acetone extract of 5−12 mm, 
i.e., the bacterial growth was 1−1.5 times slower than the one in the presence of 
the antibiotic. 

The examined concentration of the acetone extract did not demonstrate an 
inhibition effect on the growth of Proteus sp. and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The 
absence of susceptibility of these bacteria to the pollen extract was not entirely 
unexpected, and it is based both on their anatomical and biochemical charac-
teristics.34 

At a concentration of 5 mg extract per disc during a 24-hour incubation, the 
extract was bacteriostatic towards eight of the ten examined bacteria, which can 
be the result of the inhibition process of the synthesized cell wall. At a concen-
tration of 10 mg extract, the effect was bactericidal and is contingent to the in-
hibition of the bacterial metabolism, with the most prominent inhibition recorded on 
the ribosome protein synthesis.34,35 The minimal inhibitory concentration of the ace-
tone extract of A. artemisiifolia pollen varied between 1.25−6.50 mg mL–1. 

Previous literature geared us towards the fact that the existing pollen proteins 
are responsible for their allergenic activity,52 although there is no proof whether 
the lactones present actually contribute to such a reaction using the existing pro-
teins as their carriers.53 

Using a short test for the detection of mutagenicity in Drosophila melano-
gaster in vivo conditions, it was found that the examined plant extract had muta-
genic properties.54 The results are given in Table II. 
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TABLE II. Frequencies of SLRL mutations after treatment of D. melanogaster males with the 
acetone extract of A. artemisiifolia L. pollen 
 Sucrose (negative control) Ambrosia (test group) ts/a 
I brood ∑ 
No. of lethals 
% of lethals 

300 
5 

1.67 

244 
10 

4.10 

1.65 
p > 0.05 

II brood ∑ 
No. of lethals 
% of lethals 

269 
5 

1.86 

204 
26 

12.74 

4.40 
p < 0.001a 

III brood ∑ 
No. of lethals 
% of lethals 

252 
6 

2.38 

236 
20 

8.47 

2.97 
p < 0.01 

I+II+III ∑ 
No. of lethals 
% of lethals 

821 
16 

1.95 

684 
56 

8.19 

5.41 
p < 0.001 

aStatistically significant difference 

At the 5 % concentration level, it induced sex-linked recessive lethal muta-
tions on the X-chromosome of Drosophila melanogaster males, which were treated 
acutely with this extract (broods II and III). The frequency of the germinative 
mutations induced by the pollen components was significantly higher than the 
frequency of mutations induced by sucrose (negative control). The obtained re-
sults show that the spermatic cell line (brood II) was especially sensitive to the 
influence of the examined extract. 

The results of the experiments showed that the tested extract induced reces-
sive, lethal X-linked mutations in postmeiotic germinative cell lines – spermatids 
and premeiotic line – spermatocytes, while the spermatozoids were more resis-
tant to the genotoxic effects of the examined agent. 

Since the established statistically significant difference in the increase in the 
frequency of sex-related lethals in the tested group of D. melanogaster males, 
compared to the negative control, represents a positive result, it was concluded 
that a chemical component in the ambrosia pollen induced the mutations in male 
germinative cells of this eukaryotic species. The statistically significant different-
ces in the II and III broods, shown in Table II, confirm the same sensitivity of 
germinative cells of the premeiotic (diploid) and postmeiotic stage (haploidic 
spermatids). 

The experimentally proven genotoxicity of the ambrosia pollen extract de-
mands further examination, i.e., determination of the chemical structure of the 
pollen agent which is capable of inducing hereditary genetic changes in this in vivo 
system. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Two lactones, ambrosin and artesovin (in the ratio of 3:1, respecttively), 
were identified in the acetone extract of Ambrosia artemisiifolia pollen. 

At a 5.0 mg concentration, the acetone extract of ambrosia pollen was bacte-
riostatic for most of the examined bacteria during a 24-h development period, 
while at the 10 mg concentration, the acetone extract of ambrosia pollen was bac-
tericidal for eight out of the ten examined bacteria. The MIC of the acetone ex-
tract of A. artemisiifolia pollen varied between 1.25−6.50 mg mL–1. 

The lactones mixture (3:1) of ambrosin and artesovin induced recessive 
lethal mutations on the X-chromosome of Drosophilia melanogaster in the II and 
III broods. As a result, it was concluded that spermatides and spermatocytes were 
the more sensitive stages of spermatogenesis than the others were. 
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143008 from the Ministry of Science of the Republic of Serbia. 

И З В О Д  

ХЕМИЈСКИ САСТАВ И БИОЛОШКА АКТИВНОСТ АЦЕТОНСКОГ ЕКСТРАКТА 
ПОЛЕНА Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. 

СЛАВИЦА СОЛУЈИЋ1, СЛОБОДАН СУКДОЛАК1, НЕНАД ВУКОВИЋ1, 
НЕДА НИЋИФОРОВИЋ1 и СНЕЖАНА СТАНИЋ2 

1Institut za hemiju i 2Institut za biologiju, Prirodno–matemati~ki fkultet, 

p pr. 12, 34000 Kragujevac 

У овом раду испитан је хемијски састав ацетонског екстракта полена Ambrosia artemisi-
ifolia и његова антимикробна и генотоксична биолошка активност. Идентификована су два 
лактона: амброзин и артезовин. Антимикробна активност ацетонског екстракта полена A. 
artemisiifolia одређена је применом дифузионе и микродилуциона метода у Mueller-Hinton 
хранљивом агару. Различите количине екстракта су нанете на дискове (5 и 10 mg) и испитане 
на 10 различитих бактерија. Минимална инхибиторна концентрација је у опсегу од 1,25–6,50 
mg mL-1. Генотоксични ефекат ацетонског екстракта полена A. artemisiifolia испитан је при-
меном SLRL теста на еукариотском модел систему Drosophilia melanogaster. 

(Примљено 10. децембра 2007, ревидирано 21. маја 2008) 
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UV-effects on antioxidant activity of selected carotenoids in the 
presence of lecithin estimated by DPPH test 
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Abstract: The effects of ultraviolet radiation (UV) on the antioxidant action of 
three selected carotenoids (β-carotene, lycopene and lutein) in the presence of a 
lipoidal lecithin mixture were studied by the DPPH (1,1-diphenyl-2-picrylhyd-
razyl) test. The test is based on the measurement of the decrease of the free DPPH 
radical absorbance at 517 nm caused by the antioxidant action of carotenoids, 
which appeared to be strongly affected by UV-action. The high-energy input of 
the involved UV-photons plays a major governing role. 

Keywords: carotenoids; UV-light; lipids; antioxidants. 

INTRODUCTION 
The destruction of stratospheric ozone has led to an increase of biologically 

damaging UV radiation at ambient levels (mainly UV-B, 280–320 nm). As a con-
sequence, many crucial, biologically important, processes of global importance 
have been affected, such as DNA replication1 and photosynthesis,2 among others. 
UV radiation can generally initiate many harmful free radical mediated proc-
esses, lipid peroxidation (LP) being one of most important among them. Lipid 
peroxidation appears as a precursor of many pathological processes which finish 
in some form of cancer, such as skin melanoma.3,4 

Reactive oxygen species (ROS), such as hydroxy (•OH) or peroxy (ROO•) ra-
dicals, are known as typical lipid peroxidation initiators. They can be created either 
through a variety of chemical reactions, by typical lipid radicals producers,5 or by 
external stresses, implying very commonly external radiation and UV light.6–9 

Lipid peroxidation is partly controlled in vivo by antioxidants action.10 In re-
cent years, carotenoids have attracted wide research interest as potential antioxi-
dants. Numerous studies report that higher consumption of carotenoids and lower 
risk of cancer and cardiovascular diseases are mutually connected; the antioxi-
dant action of carotenoids is attributed to their conjugated chemical structures, 
having multiple potential sites approachable for attack by ROS species.11–13 
                                                                                                                    

* Corresponding author. E-mail: markovic57@info-net.co.yu 
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It is already known that UV radiation certainly affects carotenoids anti-
oxidant function in vivo,2 although the involved mechanisms have not yet been 
elucidated. The aim of this paper was to study in vitro the effects of UV radiation 
on the antioxidant activities of three plants photosynthetic accessory pigments 
(β-carotene, lycopene and lutein), in the presence of a lipoidal target (lecithin). 
The mixture was irradiated with UV-B and UV-C light. The antioxidant activities 
of investigated carotenoids (and their dependence on UV radiation) were moni-
tored by the DPPH test. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
The pigments were isolated from two plant species (β-carotene and lutein from spinach 

(Spinacia oleracea) leaves, and lycopene from tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum) fruits pur-
chased at a local market. 

Lecithin Epikuron 100 P, a mixture of phospholipids, was a gift from ICN Galenika, Bel-
grade. It was manufactured by Degusa Texturant Systems, Hamburg, Germany. The lipid con-
tent was: phosphatidylethanolamine 18.0 %, phosphatidic acid 8.3 %, phosphatidylinositol 
14.1 % and phosphatidylcholin 21.7 %.* The lecithin mixture was kept in the dark to prevent 
the auto-oxidation process during daylight. Although dark auto-oxidation could not be elimi-
nated, it was taken into account during the calculation of LP yield. 
Pigments extraction from spinach leaves 

The photosynthetic pigments were extracted using a modified method of Svec.14,15 Leaves 
without midribs (FW 30 g) were dropped into boiling water, which was quickly replaced (af-
ter 1–2 min) with cold water. After drying between paper towels at 40–75 °C, the leaves were 
separated and placed in a methanol/petroleum ether mixture (60:30 v/v), with occasional 
agitation, for 30 min. The methanol removes water from the plant material and the petroleum 
ether picks up the pigments before they undergo secondary reactions. The deep-green extract 
was decanted through a cotton pad. The leaves were re-extracted twice with an equal volume 
of the extraction mixture. The pooled extracts were diluted with 120 ml of saturated NaCl 
solution, whereby most of the pigments remained in the petroleum ether layer. The remaining 
aqueous methanol layer was re-extracted with 40 ml of a mixture containing 40–75 °C 
petroleum ether and diethyl ether (1:1 v/v), to ensure the solubility of pigments in the organic 
phase. The successive extracts were treated by the same procedure. The final pigment extract 
contained various forms of chlorophyll as well as the accessory pigments, carotenoids (caro-
tenes and xanthophylls). 
Isolation of carotenoids from spinach extract by column chromatography 

The carotenoid fractions were isolated using a modified procedure of Svec15 and Brock-
man16 – column chromatography with silica gel (silica gel 60, Merck, 0.063–0.200 mm) as ad-
sorbent and benzene/acetone mixture for the elution. The benzene/acetone ratio was changed 
from the initial 1:0 to the final 1:1, to permit an easier elution of the polar fractions. β-Caro-
tene appears first (eluted with benzene only), followed by the chlorophylls (eluted with ben-
zene/acetone, 7:1) and the xanthophylls fraction – lutein (eluted with benzene/acetone, 6:1–1:1). 
The column chromatogram is shown in the supplement (Fig. S1). The fractions were dried and 
resuspended in hexane. The fractions were identified by comparing their Vis spectra with stan-
dards spectra (Fig. S2). 
                                                                                                                    

* The acid value, peroxide number and iodine number were controlled and found to be correct. 
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Pigments extraction from tomato fruits 
Tomato fruit (FW 8.0 g) was thoroughly mixed with 40 ml of ethanol. The slurry was 

stirred until the tomato material was no longer sticky (about 3 min). Ethanol was removed by 
vacuum filtration. The tomato residue was mixed with 60 ml of a mixture of acetone and 
petroleum ether (1:1). The extract was collected by vacuum filtration and the residue rewash-
ed with the same solvent mixture (20 ml) in order to improve the yield. The filtrate was trans-
ferred to a small separating funnel and mixed with 50 ml of saturated NaCl solution. The or-
ganic layer was rewashed twice, the first one with 50 ml of 10 % K2CO3 and then with 50 ml 
of distilled water. Finally, approximately 1 g of anhydrous MgSO4 was added to dry the or-
ganic layer. After 10–15 min the solution was vacuum filtered to remove the drying agent. 
Isolation of carotenoids from tomato extract by column chromatography 

The lycopene fraction was isolated by column chromatography with alumina (aluminum 
oxide 90, Merck, 0.063–0.200 mm) as adsorbent and petroleum ether/acetone mixture for the 
elution. The mixture ratio was changed from an initial 10:0.1 to a final 9:1, to permit the 
easier elution of lycopene. β-Carotene appeared first (eluted with petroleum ether/acetone 
mixture of 10:0.1), followed by the lycopene fraction (eluted with a 9:1 ratio of the mixture). 
The column chromatogram is shown in the supplement (Fig. S3). The collected fractions were 
dried, resuspended and identified in hexane (Fig. S2). 
HPLC analysis of carotenoid fractions 

A high percentage of carotenoids in the separated fraction was evidenced by HPLC ana-
lysis. The analysis was performed on a Hewlett Packard HPLC system under isocratic con-
ditions; column: Zorbax Eclipse XDB-C18; mobile phase: acetonitrile/methanol/ethyl acetate, 
60:20:20; flow rate: 0.5 ml min-1. The monitoring wavelengths were 445 nm for β-carotene 
and lycopene and 447 nm for lutein. The HPLC chromatograms are shown in the supplement 
(Figs. S4 and S5). 
UV treatment 

Continuous irradiation of the samples was performed in a cylindrical photochemical re-
actor “Rayonnet“, with 14 symmetrically placed lamps with emission maxima in two different 
ranges: 254 nm (UV-C) and 300 nm (UV-B). The samples were irradiated in quartz cuvettes 
(1 cm×1 cm×4.5 cm) placed on a circular rotating holder. The total energy flux reaching the 
samples was about 25 and 21 W m-2 for 254 and 300 nm, respectively. 
Vis spectroscopy 

Vis spectra of the samples before and after UV radiation were recorded on Varian Cary-100 
spectrophotometer. All spectra were recorded from 400 to 800 nm. 
DPPH test 

The interaction of carotenoids with the 1,1-diphenyl-2-picrylhydrazyl (DPPH) radical was 
estimated according to the modified method of Choi et al.17,18 A methanolic solution of DPPH 
radical (1 ml, 0.3×10-3 mol l-1) was added after irradiation to 2.5 ml of an aqueous mixture 
lecithin:pigment, 50:1 (v/v). The initial concentrations were 8.5×10-6 mol l-1 and 5×10-5 mol l-1 
for lecithin and carotenoids, respectively. The irradiated reaction mixture was incubated at room 
temperature for 20 min in the dark. Vis spectra were recorded from 400 to 800 nm. The absor-
bance was read at 517 nm, being the wavelength of maximal absorption of the DPPH radical. 
Aliquots of the new mixtures (lecithin and the pigments) were irradiated with UV-C and UV-B 
light for various time intervals and the DPPH test was repeated. The following formula was 
used to calculate the scavenging capacity of DPPH in the presence of carotenoids:17 
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 Scavenging capacity (%) = 100 – (Asample – Ablank)×100/Acontrol 

where Asample is the absorbance at 517 nm of an irradiated lecithin/pigments mixture, 50:1, 
treated afterwards with a solution of DPPH radicals, Ablank is the absorbance at 517 nm of the 
unirradiated lecithin/pigments mixture and Acontrol is the absorbance at 517 nm of a methanolic 
solution of the DPPH radical. 

RESULTS 

The structures of the investigated carotenoids (lycopene, β-carotene, and lu-
tein) are shown in Fig.1. 

Fig. 1. Structures of the investigated caro-
tenoids. 

The DPPH scavenging capacity in presence of the investigated carotenoids 
as a function of time of irradiation with UV-B light is shown in Fig. 2. 

The DPPH scavenging capacity in presence of the investigated carotenoids 
as a function of time of irradiation with UV-C light is shown in Fig. 3. 

The calculated slopes from the corresponding DPPH scavenging capacity 
plots are given in Table I. The calculated average declinations (i.e., relative 
errors), based on 4 other repeated experiments, for each point on the plots (Figs. 
2 and 3), are 10.65 (UV-C) and 6.70 % (UV-B) for β-carotene; 10.25 (UV-C) and 
4.3 % (UV-B) for lycopene; 10.2 (UV-C) and 4.9 % (UV-B) for lutein. 

DISCUSSION 

The influence of UV radiation on the antioxidant activities of carotenoids was 
spectrophotometrically analyzed by the DPPH test. DPPH is a stable free radical 
that produces a violet color in methanolic solution. The DPPH radical (containing 
a lone electron) is characterized by a strong absorption at 517 nm. As the electron 
is paired off in the presence of another free radical scavenger, the absorption 
decreases and the resulting discolorations are stoichiometric with respect to the 
number of electrons taken up.18,19 Hence, the concentration of stable free DPPH 
radical is reduced in the presence of an antioxidant molecule. This fact was em-
ployed to evaluate its antioxidant activity. 

Specifically, DPPH test was performed in this study in the presence of a mix-
ture of lipoidal components (lecithin) in the reaction system, exposed to a long 
continuous UV-radiation, resulting in the formation of lipid and lipoperoxy radi-
cals.20 DPPH test is not specific for any particular radical species present in the 
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Fig. 2. Decrease of the scavenging 
capacity of DPPH toward β-caro-
tene, lycopene and lutein with in-
creasing time of UV-B irradiation 
(300 nm), in the presence of lecithin. 

reaction mixture, i.e., a DPPH radical may potentially react with carotenoid radi-
cals (CAR), as well as with lipid radicals, or with any other radicals species po-
tentially present in solution (at the same time, CAR radicals, obviously present in 
the system, certainly react with lipid radicals, thereby performing anti-oxidant li-
pid protection, but this cannot be followed by the DPPH test). Nevertheless, the 
relative linearity of the plots of scavenging capacity vs. irradiation time for all three 
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Fig. 3. Decrease of scavenging ca-
pacity of DPPH toward β-carotene, 
lycopene and lutein, with increasing 
time of UV-C irradiation (254 nm), 
in the presence of lecithin. 

studied carotenoids with both UV-B and UV-C radiation, which was also found 
in the presence of the same carotenoids using the other, more specific TBA–MDA 
test,21 offers arguments in favor of DPPH–CAR combination. Therefore, the re-
sults presented in Table I give a comparative view of the three “pigment slopes” 
calculated from kinetic measurements and represent decreasing rates of the radi-
cal scavenging capacities of DPPH toward the three carotenoids (k) during pro-
longed UV-irradiation in both ranges (UV-C and UV-B). Clearly, there is noti-
ceable drop in the k values following a change from UV-C (254 nm) to UV-B 
(300 nm) photons. This fact confirms that the decreasing rates of the scavenging 
capacities of carotenoids toward the DPPH radical during prolonged UV-irradi-
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ation depend on the energy input of the UV-photons (the kUV-C/kUV-B ratio was 
3.3 for β-carotene, 2.1 for lycopene and 1.7 for lutein). This type of dependence 
of the antioxidant activity of carotenoids on the energy input of the UV photons 
was also observed in a previous work, in which the antioxidant activities of caro-
tenoids were studied by the TBA–MDA test.21 
TABLE I. The values of rate constants (k / 10-3 min-1) of the decreasing anti-oxidant activities 
of the investigated carotenoids (β-carotene, lycopene and lutein) monitored by the DPPH test 
in a solution containing the carotenoids (1.0×10-6 mol l-1) and soybean lecithin (8.5×10-6 mol 
l-1) mixture, during UV-irradiation with emission maxima in two different ranges: 254 (UV-
C) and 300 nm (UV-B). Concentration of DPPH radicals was 3×10-4 mol l-1 
λ / nm 254 300 
β-Carotene 2.17 0.66 
Lycopene 1.05 0.49 
Lutein 1.83 1.10 

It is necessary to underline that the DPPH test is an indirect and partial mea-
sure of the antioxidant activities of carotenoids. As it is already known, the anti-
oxidant activities of carotenoids in a free radicals rich medium (chain-breaking 
antioxidant activities) may be expressed through at least three possible path-
ways.11–13 These actions are performed via the participation of carotenoid radical 
cations (CAR+•), radical anions (CAR–•), or neutral radicals (CAR•). These radi-
cals in complex systems, as studied in this work, are short-lived and therefore 
undetectable by the techniques used in this research. Thus, possibly, only a part 
of the antioxidant activities of carotenoids (through recombination with lipid and 
lipoxy radicals, thus preventing lipid oxidation) was able to be followed through 
recombination with DPPH radicals. The fact that the scavenging capacity of 
DPPH decreased linearly in the presence of all carotenoids when irradiated with 
UV-B and UV-C radiation (Figs. 2 and 3) is not a direct implication, per se, that 
DPPH and CAR radicals underwent mutual recombination. However, since the 
same type of kinetics (linear, 1st order) was found for all carotenoids in the same 
medium (Figs. 2 and 3) not only by this method, but by the much more selective 
TBA–MDA test,21 where decreases of the carotenoids antioxidant activities were 
clearly connected with some (though slight) suppression of the lipid peroxidation 
chain mechanism, implies most probably DPPH–CAR combination, rather than the 
possible scavenging by DPPH of other radicals present in the system. This does 
not absolutely negate the latter possibility but suggests its marginal character 
compared to the main presumption. Hence, the effects of UV radiation on at least 
a part of the antioxidant activities of carotenoids can be followed by this method. 

It is also evident that decrease of the scavenging capacity of DPPH toward 
the three carotenoids under UV-irradiation depends on the chemical structure of 
the carotenoid. Lycopene has the lowest values of k in respect to the other invest-
tigated carotenoids. Thus lycopene (being non-cyclized and containing no oxy-



1058 CVETKOVIĆ and MARKOVIĆ 

gen atoms) was the most resistant toward the effects of UV-irradiation. Contrary 
to this, lutein (containing two oxygen atoms and two cyclic rings, Fig. 1) was the 
most sensitive to UV-B irradiation, while keeping the “middle position” between 
β-carotene and lycopene, concerning its resistance toward UV-C irradiation (Table I). 
It has already been reported that the antioxidant activities of xanthophylls were 
more sensitive in comparison to carotenes to changes in the energy of the inci-
dent UV photons in hexane solution.22 This reinforces the conclusion, since an-
other conjugated dienes test was employed in that study. 

CONCLUSIONS 

To conclude, (i) although the DPPH test is not very selective, the results 
enable the speculation that DPPH radical preferably recombine with carotenoid 
radicals present in the system; (ii) the measured UV radiation mediated decrease 
in the antioxidant activities of the carotenoids through recombination with DPPH 
radicals highly depends on the energy of the UV photons employed and on the 
chemical structures of the carotenoid; (iii) antioxidant activity of lycopene ap-
peared to be most resistant to UV radiation. 

Acknowledgements. D. Cvetković is a recipient of a fellowship granted by Ministry of 
Science of the Republic of Serbia. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

Fig. S1. Column chromatography of spinach 
leaves extract. 

 
Fig. S2. Vis spectra of isolated carotenoid fractions in hexane: 

β-carotene (A), lycopene (B) and lutein (C). 

Fig. S3. Column chromatography of tomato fruit extract. 
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Fig. S4. HPLC chromato-
grams of spinach leaves ex-
tract (A), β-carotene frac-
tion (B) and lutein frac-
tion (C). 

Fig. S5. HPLC chromato-
grams of tomato fruit ex-
tract (A) and lycopene frac-
tion (B). 
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И З В О Д  

ЕФЕКАТ УЛТРАЉУБИЧАСТОГ ЗРАЧЕЊА НА АНТИОКСИДАТИВНУ АКТИВНОСТ 
КАРОТЕНОИДА У ПРИСУСТВУ ЛЕЦИТИНА ПРАЋЕН ПРЕКО DPPH ТЕСТА 

ДРАГАН ЦВЕТКОВИЋ и ДЕЈАН МАРКОВИЋ 

Tehnolo{ki fakultet, Univerzitet u Ni{u, Bulevar oslobo|ewa 124, Leskovac 

Ефекти ултраљубичастог зрачења на антиоксидативну активност три изабрана кароте-
ноида (β-каротена, ликопена и лутеина) у присуству липоидалне смеше лецитина, праћени 
су преко DPPH теста. DPPH тест се заснива на мерењу опадања абсорбанције DPPH ради-
кала на 517 nm, проузрокованог антиоксидативним деловањем присутних каротеноида. Анти-
оксидативна активност испитиваних каротеноида примарно зависи од интензитета ултра-
љубичастог зрачења, односно од енергије упадних UV фотона. 

(Примљено 19. марта, ревидирано 29. маја 2008) 
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transition metal complexes: DNA cleavage and 

antimicrobial activity studies 
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Abstract: A new series of transition metal complexes of Cu(II), Ni(II), Co(II) 
and Zn(II) have been designed and synthesized using a Schiff base (L) derived 
from 4-aminoantipyrine, benzaldehyde and o-phenylenediamine. The structural 
features were derived from their elemental analyses, magnetic susceptibility 
and molar conductivity, as well as from mass, IR, UV–Vis, 1H-NMR and ESR 
spectral studies. The FAB mass spectral data and elemental analyses showed 
that the complexes had a composition of the ML type. The UV–Vis and ESR 
spectral data of the complexes suggested a square-planar geometry around the 
central metal ion. The magnetic susceptibility values of the complexes indi-
cated that they were monomeric in nature. Antimicrobial screening tests were 
also performed against four bacteria, viz. Salmonella typhi, Staphylococcus au-
reus, Escherichia coli, and Bacillus subtilis and three fungi, viz. Aspergillus ni-
ger, Aspergillus flavus and Rhizoctonia bataicola. These data gave good results 
in the presence of metal ion in the ligand system. The nuclease activity of the 
above metal complexes shows that only the copper complex cleaves CT DNA 
in the presence of an oxidant. 

Keywords: 4-aminoantipyrine; benzaldehyde; o-phenylenediamine; CT DNA; 
Schiff base; antimicrobial activity. 

INTRODUCTION 
Schiff bases of 4-aminoantipyrine and their complexes have a variety of ap-

plications in biological, clinical, analytical and pharmacological areas.1,2 Studies 
of new kinds of chemotherapeutic Schiff bases are now attracting the attention of 
biochemists.3,4 Earlier works reported that some drugs showed increased activity 
when administered as metal complexes rather than as organic compounds. Accor-
ding to cell biology, deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is the primary target molecule 
for most anticancer and antiviral therapies. Investigations of the interaction of DNA 
with small molecules are basic work in the design of new types of pharmaceu-
                                                                                                                    

* Corresponding author. E-mail: drn_raman@yahoo.co.in 
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tical molecules. Since the chemical nuclease activity of transition metal com-
plexes was discovered in the 1980s,5–7 studying the interaction model and the 
mechanism of transition metal complexes with DNA and exploring the appli-
cation of metal complexes in antineoplastic medication, molecular biology and 
bioengineering have been hotspots in recent years. Certain kinds of metal com-
plexes when interacted with DNA could induce the breakage of DNA strands by 
appropriate methods. Thus, with cancer genes, after DNA strands are cleaved, the 
DNA double strands break. The replication ability of cancer gene is then des-
troyed. Ueda et al.8 showed that the copper complex could cleave DNA in the 
presence of ascorbate or hydroquinone. It was suggested that the reductive capa-
bility of the reductants had a critical influence on DNA cleavage. The coordina-
ting property of the 4-aminoantipyrine ligand was modified to give flexible li-
gand systems, formed by condensation with a variety of reagents, such as alde-
hydes, ketones, thiosemicarbazides, carbazides, etc.9–19 A literature search re-
vealed that no work has been undertaken on the condensation of 4-aminoanti-
pyrine, benzaldehyde and o-phenylenediamine. Hence, in this paper, the synthe-
sis, characterization, antimicrobial and DNA studies of transition metal com-
plexes containing Schiff base derived from 4-aminoantipyrine, benzaldehyde and 
o-phenylenediamine are described. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
Syntheses of Schiff base (L) 

An ethanolic solution (20 mL) of 1-phenyl-2,3-dimethyl-4-aminopyrazol-5-one (4-ami-
noantipyrine) (2.03 g, 0.010 mol) was added to an ethanolic solution of benzaldehyde (1.06 g, 
0.010 mol). On stirring, a yellow-coloured solid (I) separated, which was filtered and recrys-
tallised from ethanol. Compound I (2.9 g, 0.010 mol) was added to an ethanolic solution (20 
mL) of o-phenylenediamine (0.54 g, 0.0050 mol). The mixture was refluxed for ca. 30 h after 
addition of anhydrous potassium carbonate. The potassium carbonate was filtered off from the 
reaction mixture and the solvent was evaporated. A dark yellow solid product (L) was sepa-
rated, which was filtered and recrystallised from ethanol (Fig. 1). 
Syntheses of complexes 

A solution of metal(II) chloride in ethanol (2.0 mmol) was refluxed with an ethanolic 
solution of the Schiff base (2.0 mmol) for ca. 5 h. Then the solution was reduced to one-third 
of its volume on a water bath. The precipitated solid complex was filtered and washed 
thoroughly with ethanol and dried under vacuum. 
Antimicrobial activity 

The in vitro biological screening effects of the investigated compounds were tested against 
the bacteria: Salmonella typhi, Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, and Bacillus subtilis 
by the well-diffusion method, using agar nutrient as the medium. The antifungal activities of 
the compounds were evaluated by the well-diffusion method against the fungi, viz. Aspergillus 
niger, Aspergillus flavus and Rhizoctonia bataicola cultured on potato dextrose agar as me-
dium. Stock solutions (10 mM) were prepared by dissolving the compounds in DMSO and the 
solutions were serially diluted in order to find the MIC values. In a typical procedure,20 a well 
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was made on the agar medium inoculated with micro-organisms. The well was filled with the 
test solution using a micropipette and the plate was incubated, 24 h for bacteria and 72 h for 
fungi, at 35 °C. During this period, the test solution diffused and the growth of the inoculated 
micro-organisms was affected. The concentration at which an inhibition zone developed, was noted. 

 
Fig. 1. Formation of Schiff base ligand (L). 

Gel electrophoresis 
The gel electrophoresis experiments were performed by incubation at 35 °C for 2 h as 

follows. The samples containing 30 µM calf thymus DNA (CT DNA), 50 µM of each com-
plex and 50 µM H2O2 in 50 mM tris-HCl buffer (pH 7.2) were electrophoresed for 2 h at 50 V 
on a 1 % agarose gel using tris-acetic acid–EDTA buffer, pH 8.3. After electrophoresis, the 
gel was stained using 1.0 µg cm-3 ethidium bromide (EB) and photographed under UV light. 
Apparatus and reagents 

All reagents, 4-aminoantipyrine, benzaldehyde, o-phenylenediamine and various metal(II) 
chlorides were Merck products and used as supplied. Anhydrous grade ethanol, DMF and 
DMSO were purified according to standard procedures. Microanalytical data of the com-
pounds were recorded at the Sophisticated Analytical Instrument Facility, Central Drug 
Research Institute (SAIF, CDRI), Lucknow. The FAB mass spectra of the ligand and its 
complexes were recorded at SAIF, Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai. The IR spectra of 
the samples were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer 783 spectrophotometer in the 4000–400 cm-1 
range using KBr pellets. The UV–Vis spectra were recorded on a Shimadzu UV-1601 spec-
trophotometer using DMF as the solvent. The X-band ESR spectra of the complex were rec-
orded at 300 and 77 K at IIT, Mumbai, using tetracyanoethylene (TCNE) as the g-marker. 
Magnetic susceptibility measurements of the complexes were carried out on a Guoy balance 
using copper sulphate as the calibrant. The molar conductance of the complexes was measured 
using a Systronic conductivity bridge. Solutions of CT DNA in 50 mM NaCl/50 mM tris-HCl 
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(pH 7.2) gave the ratio of the UV absorbance at 260 and 280 nm, A260/A280, of ca. 1.8–1.9, 
indicating that the DNA was sufficiently free of protein contamination. The DNA concen-
tration was determined by the UV absorbance at 260 nm after 1:100 dilution. The molar ab-
sorption coefficient was taken as 660 m2 mol-1. Stock solutions were kept at 4 °C and used 
after not more than 4 days. Doubly distilled H2O was used to prepare the buffer. The antimic-
robial activities of the ligand and its complexes were carried out by the well-diffusion method. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The analytical data for the ligand and complexes together with some physi-
cal properties are summarized in Table I. The analytical data of the complexes 
correspond well with the general formula ML, where M = Cu(II), Ni(II), Co(II) 
and Zn(II); L = C42H38N8. The magnetic susceptibilities of the complexes at 
room temperature were consistent with square planar geometry around the central 
metal ion. The higher conductivity values of the chelates support the electrolytic 
nature of the metal complexes. 
TABLE I. Physical characterization, analytical, molar conductivity, Λm, and magnetic suscep-
tibility data of the ligand and the complexes 

Found (Cacld.), % Cmpd. Molecular 
formula Colour M.p.

°C M C H N 
Λm / Ω-1 cm2 mol-1 µeff / µB 

L C42H38N8 Yellow 198 – 77.0
(77.0)

5.8 
(5.9)

17.1
(17.2)

– – 

[CuL]Cl2 CuC42H38N8Cl2 Black 260 8.8 
(8.9)

70.2
(70.3)

5.3 
(5.4)

15.6
(15.6)

94 1.73 

[NiL]Cl2 NiC42H38N8Cl2 Light 
green 

272 8.2 
(8.3)

70.7
(70.7)

5.4 
(5.4)

15.7
(15.7)

98 – 

[CoL]Cl2 CoC42H38N8Cl2 Brown 242 8.2 
(8.2)

70.7
(70.7)

5.4 
(5.3)

15.7
(15.6)

93 3.52 

[ZnL]Cl2 ZnC42H38N8Cl2 Colour-
less 

265 9.2 
(9.3)

70.0
(70.0)

5.3 
(5.4)

15.6
(15.6)

82 – 

The FAB mass spectra of the Schiff base and its complexes were compared for 
their stoichiometric compositions. The molecular ion peak for the ligand was obser-
ved at 654 m/z, which is also supported by the “nitrogen rule”, since the com-
pound possesses eight nitrogen atoms. For the copper complex, the molecular ion 
peak appeared at 791 m/z, which confirms the stoichiometry of metal complexes as 
being of the ML type. It is also supported by the mass spectra of other complexes. 
This composition is further supported by the microanalytical data (Table I). 

The IR spectra provide valuable information regarding the nature of the 
functional group attached to the metal atom.21 The spectrum of the free Schiff 
base ligand shows two –C=N bands in the region 1650–1565 cm–1, which is 
shifted to lower frequencies in the spectra of all the complexes (1620–1530 cm–1), 
indicating the involvement of the –C=N nitrogen in the coordination to the metal 
ion.22 Coordination of the Schiff base to the metal through the nitrogen atom is 
expected to reduce the electron density in the azomethine link and lowers the 
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νC=N. All the complexes show bands in 1090–1100 cm–1 and 700–750 cm–1 re-
gions and can be assigned to phenyl ring vibrations.23 Assignment of the pro-
posed coordination sites is further supported by the appearance of medium bands 
at 450–500 cm–1, which could be attributed to νM–N.24,25 

The electronic absorption spectra of the Schiff base, Cu(II), Co(II), and Ni(II) 
complexes were recorded at 300 K. The absorption region, assigned and the pro-
posed geometry of the complexes are given in Table II. Based on these data, a 
square-planar geometry was assigned to the complexes. These values are compa-
rable with those of the other reported complexes.26–29 

TABLE II. Electronic absorption spectral data of the compounds 
Cmpd. Solvent Absorption, cm-1 Band assignment Geometry 
L DMSO 26525 ILCT – 
[CuL]Cl2 DMSO 27397, 23752 ILCT, 2B1g→2A1g Square-planar 
[CoL]Cl2 DMSO 27173, 19417 ILCT, 1A1g→1B1g Square-planar 
[NiL]Cl2 DMSO 27027,25380, 19607 ILCT, 1A1g→1A2g, 1A1g→1B1g Square-planar 

The ESR spectra of the copper complex, recorded in DMSO solution at 300 
and 77 K are shown in Figs. 2a and 2b. The frozen solution spectrum shows a 
well resolved four line spectrum and no features characteristic for a dinuclear 
complex. This is also supported by the magnetic moment of copper complex 
(1.73 µB) which confirms the mononuclear nature of the complex. The spin Ha-
miltonian parameters for the copper complex were calculated from the spectra. 
The g-tensor values of this copper(II) complex can be used to derive the ground 
state. In square-planar complexes, the unpaired electron lies in the dx2–y2 orbital, 
giving 2B1g as the ground state with g|| > g⊥ > 2, while the unpaired electron lies 
in the dz2 orbital, giving 2A1g as the ground state with g⊥ > g|| > 2. From the 
observed values, it is clear that g||(2.17) > g⊥(2.03) > 2, which suggests that the 
complex is square planar. This is further supported by the fact that the unpaired 
electron lies predominantly in the dx2–y2 orbital,30–33, as was evident from the va-
lue of the exchange interaction term G, estimated from the expression: 

 
0023.2
0023.2||

−

−
=

⊥g
g

G  

If G > 4.0, the local tetragonal axes are aligned parallel or only slightly mis-
aligned. If G < 4.0, significant exchange coupling is present and the misalign-
ment is appreciable. The observed value for the exchange interaction parameter 
for the copper complex (G = 6.5) suggests that the local tetragonal axes are align-
ed parallel or slightly misaligned and that the unpaired electron is present in the 
dx2–y2 orbital. This result also indicates that the exchange coupling effects are not 
operative in the present complex.34 

Based on the above spectral data, the structure of the complex given in Fig. 3 
is proposed. 



1068 RAMAN, FATHIMA and RAJA 

a) 

 
b) 

Fig. 2. ESR spectra of the copper com-
plex at 300 (a) and 77 K (b). 

Fig. 3. The proposed structure of the 
Schiff base complexes. 

For in vitro antimicrobial activity, the investigated compounds were tested 
against the bacteria Salmonella typhi, Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, and 
Bacillus subtilis and the fungi Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus flavus and Rhizoc-
tonia bataicola. The minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) values of the in-
vestigated compounds are summarized in Table III. From the table, the observed 
MIC values indicate that most of the complexes have higher antimicrobial 
activity than the free ligand. Such increased activity of the metal chelates can be 
explained on the basis of the chelation theory. On chelation, the polarity of the 
metal ion is reduced to a greater extent due to the overlap of the ligand orbital 
and partial sharing of the positive charge of the metal ion with donor groups. Fur-
ther, it increases the delocalization of the π-electrons over the whole chelate ring 
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and enhances the penetration of the complexes into lipid membranes and the 
blocking of the metal binding sites in the enzymes of micro-organisms. These 
complexes also disturb the respiration process of the cell and thus block the syn-
thesis of proteins, which further restricts the growth of the organism.18 

TABLE III. Antibacterial activity of the Schiff base ligand and its metal complexes 
MIC / 10-2 M Cmpd. 

S. typhi S. aureus E. coli B. subtilis A. niger A. flavus R. bataicola 
L 5.8 5.9 5.7 6.1 7.1 7.2 7.3 
[CuL]Cl2 4.6 4.4 4.6 4.8 5.8 5.9 6.1 
[CoL]Cl2 4.7 5.1 4.9 4.9 5.7 5.9 5.6 
[NiL]Cl2 4.8 4.9 4.6 4.7 5.4 5.7 5.8 
[ZnL]Cl2 4.9 4.8 4.7 4.8 6.0 5.9 6.1 

The cleavage efficiency of the complexes compared to that of the control is 
due to their efficient DNA-binding ability. The metal complexes were able to 
convert supercoiled DNA into open circular DNA. The general oxidative mecha-
nism is proposed to account for DNA cleavage by hydroxyl radicals via abstract-
ion of hydrogen atoms from sugar units and predict the release of specific resi-
dues arising from transformed sugars, depending on the position from which the 
hydrogen atom is removed.35 The cleavage was inhibited by free radical scaven-
gers, implying that hydroxyl radical or peroxy derivatives mediate the cleavage 
reaction. The reaction was modulated by metallocomplexes bound hydroxyl radi-
cal or a peroxo species generated from the co-reactant H2O2. 

In the present study, a CT-DNA gel electrophoresis experiment was conduc-
ted at 35 °C using the synthesized complexes in the presence of H2O2 as an oxi-
dant. As can be seen from the results in Fig. 4, at very low concentration, only 
the copper complex exhibited nuclease activity in the presence of H2O2. The con-
trol experiment using DNA alone (lane 1) did not show any significant cleavage 
of CT-DNA, even with a longer exposure time. From the observed results, it can 
be concluded that the copper complex (lane 2), cleaves DNA as compared to the 
control DNA while the other complexes (lanes 3–5) do not cleave DNA in the 
presence of H2O2. Furthermore, the presence of a smear in the gel diagram indi-
cates the presence of radical cleavage.36 

 
Fig. 4. Changes in the agarose gel electrophoretic pattern of CT-DNA 

induced by H2O2 and the metal complexes. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

In this paper, the coordination chemistry of a Schiff base ligand, obtained 
from the reaction of 4-aminoantipyrine, benzaldehyde and o-phenylenediamine is 
described. Cu(II), Co(II), Ni(II) and Zn(II) complexes were synthesized using the 
above Schiff base ligand and characterized by spectral and analytical data. Based 
on these data, a square-planar geometry was assigned to the complexes. The metal 
complexes have higher antimicrobial activity than the ligand. The interaction of 
these complexes with CT-DNA was investigated by gel electrophoresis, from the 
results of which it was observed that the copper complex cleaved DNA in the 
presence of H2O2 as compared to the control DNA and the other complexes. 
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И З В О Д  

ДИЗАЈН, СИНТЕЗА И СПЕКТРАЛНА КАРАКТЕРИЗАЦИЈА ШИФОВИХ БАЗА 
ПРЕЛАЗНИХ МЕТАЛНИХ КОМПЛЕКСА: РАСКИДАЊЕ DNA И 

АНТИМИКРОБНО ПРОУЧАВАЊЕ 

N. RAMAN, S. SYED ALI FATHIMA и J. DHAVEETHU RAJA 

Research Department of Chemistry, VHNSN College, Virudhunagar-626 001, India 

Дизајнирана је серија комплекса прелазних метала Cu(II), Ni(II), Co(II) и Zn(II) и доби-
јена помоћу Шифове базе (L) изведене из 4-аминопирина, бензалдехида и о-фениленди-
амина. До структурних облика се дошло на основу њихових елементалних анализа, магнетне 
сусцептибилности, моларне проводљивости, масених, IR, UV–Vis, 1H-NMR и ESR спектрал-
них проучавања. FAB масени спектри и елементална анализа показали су да је састав ком-
плекса ML типа. UV–Vis и ESR спектри комплекса сугеришу квадратно-планарну геомет-
рију око централног металног јона. Вредности магнетне сусцептибилности комплекса указу-
ју на то да су они мономерне природе. Антимикробни тест је спроведен на четири бактерије, 
и то Salmonella typhi, Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, и Bacillus subtilis и три гљивице, 
и то Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus flavus и Rhizoctonia bataicola. Тест је дао добре резултате у 
присуству металног јона у лигандном окружењу. Нуклеазна активност поменутих комплекса 
показује да само комплекс бакра раскида CT DNA у присуству оксиданта. 

(Примљено 24. октобра 2007, ревидирано 24. априла 2008) 
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Abstract: Transition metal complexes of chalcones derived from the conden-
sation of 3-acetyl-6-methyl-2H-pyran-2,4(3H)-dione (dehydroacetic acid) and 
p-methoxybenzaldehyde (HL1) or p-nitrobenzaldehyde (HL2) were synthesized 
and characterized by elemental analysis, conductometry, thermal analysis, mag-
netic measurements, IR, 1H-NMR, UV–Vis spectroscopy and a microbial study. 
From the analytical and thermal data, the stoichiometry of the complexes was 
found to be 1:2 (metal:ligand). The molar conductance data revealed that all the 
metal chelates were non-electrolytes. The thermal stability of the complexes was 
studied by thermogravimetry and the decomposition schemes of the complexes 
are given. The ligands and their metal complexes were screened for antibac-
terial activity against Staphylococcus aureus and Escherichia coli, and fungici-
dal activity against Aspergillus flavus, Curvularia lunata and Penicillium notatum. 

Keywords: dehydroacetic acid; chalcones; thermal study; ligand field para-
meters; antimicrobial study. 

INTRODUCTION 

A number of β-dicarbonyl compounds in which the carbonyl function(s) is 
bonded to C=C linkage(s) have gained considerable importance,1 mainly because 
such compounds are associated with many biological activities due to the pre-
sence of the α,β-unsaturated system, as evidenced from their antimalarial,2 anti-
tuberculosis,3 antiplasmodial,4 antitrichomonal,5 anti-oxidant6 and analgesic7 acti-
vities, as well as their use as anti-inflammatory and cancer chemopreventive agents.8 

Therefore, the synthesis and characterization of such unsaturated carbonyl 
system and their metal complexes are of tremendous importance. Continuing ear-
lier research9–11 on biologically active complexes of dehydroacetic acid chalco-
nes containing β-dicarbonyl moieties and a carbonyl group directly linked to a C=C 
group, the present paper reports a synthetic, spectral, thermal and biological study. 
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EXPERIMENTAL 
Dehydroacetic acid was purchased from Merck and was used as supplied. p-Methoxy-

benzaldehyde and p-nitrobenzaldehyde, used for the preparation of the ligands, were from Al-
drich. Metal chlorides used for the preparation of the complexes were from BDH. A.R. grade 
solvents were used for the spectral measurements. The carbon, hydrogen and sulphur content 
in each sample were determined using a Perkin Elmer 2400 CHNS analyzer. The IR spectra 
(nujol) were recorded on a Perkin Elmer C-75430 IR spectrometer in the range 4000–450 cm-1. 
The 1H-NMR spectra were recorded in CDCl3 at room temperature using TMS as the internal 
standard on a Varian Mercury YH 300 MHz instrument. The metal contents were determined 
by AAS on a Perkin Elmer PE-Analyst 300. The TG–DTA measurements were performed on 
a Perkin ElmerTA/SDT-2960 instrument in a dry nitrogen atmosphere and at a heating rate of 
10 °C min-1. The electronic spectra were recorded in DMF solution on a Shimadzu UV-1601 
spectrophotometer. The magnetic susceptibility measurements of the complexes were per-
formed using a Gouy balance at room temperature with Hg[Co(SCN)4] as calibrant. The mo-
lar conductivity was measured on an Elico CM180 conductivity meter with a dip-type cell 
using a 1.0×10-3 M solution of complexes in DMF. 
Synthesis of ligand 

A solution of 0.010 mol of dehydroacetic acid, 10 drops of piperidine and 0.010 mol of 
aldehyde (p-methoxybenzaldehyde or p-nitrobenzaldehyde) in 25 ml chloroform was refluxed 
for 8–10 h. 10 ml of the chloroform–water azeotrope mixture was separated by distillation. 
Crystals of the product separated on slow evaporation of the remaining chloroform, which were 
recrystalised from ethyl acetate. 
Synthesis of metal complexes 

To a chloroform solution (30 ml) of the ligand (10 mmol), a methanolic solution (20 ml) 
of metal chloride (5.0 mmol) was added under constant stirring. The pH of the reaction mix-
ture was maintained around 7–8 by adding a 10 % methanolic solution of ammonia. It was 
then refluxed for 2 h. The resulting metal complex was filtered hot and washed with chloro-
form, methanol and petroleum-ether and dried over calcium chloride in a desiccator. 
Antimicrobial screening 

The ligands and their metal complexes were screened for in vitro antibacterial activity 
against gram positive bacteria, i.e., Staphylococcus aureus and gram negative bacteria, i.e., 
Escherichia coli by the paper disc plate method.12 The compounds were tested at a concen-
tration of 0.50 mg ml-1 in DMF and compared with a known antibiotic, viz. ciproflaxin at the 
same concentration. 

To evaluate the fungicidal activity of the ligands and the corresponding metal complexes, 
their effect on the growth of Aspergillus flavus, Curvularia lunata and Penicillium notatum 
was studied. The ligand and their corresponding metal chelates in DMF were screened in vitro 
by the disc diffusion method.13 The ligands and complexes were dissolved separately in DMF 
to obtain concentration of 125 and 250 µg/disc. The linear growth of the fungus was recorded 
by measuring the diameter of colony after 96 h. The diameters of the zone of inhibition pro-
duced by the complexes were compared with griseofulvin antifungal drug. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Elemental analyses show 1:2 (metal:ligand) stoichiometry for all the com-
plexes (Fig. 1). The analytical data of the ligand and the complexes are given in 
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Table I. They correspond well with the general formula [M(L1 or 2)2(H2O)2], 
where M = Mn(II), Co(II), Ni(II) and Cu(II), and [M(L1 or 2)2(Cl)(H2O)], where 
M = Fe(III), and L1 = C16H14O5 and L2 = C15H11NO6. The presence of coordi-
nated water was confirmed by TGA–DTA analysis. The low conductance of the 
chelate solution supports the non-electrolytic nature of the metal complexes. Since 
a single crystal of the complexes could not be isolated from any common solvent, 
the possible structure was predicted based on analytical, spectroscopic, magnetic 
and thermal data. 

a) 

 
b) 

Fig. 1. The proposed structures of li-
gands (a) and complexes (b). 

TABLE I. Physical characterization, analytical and molar conductance data of the compounds 
Found (Calcd.), % Compound Mr 

g mol-1 
M.p. 
°C 

Yield 
% Color 

M C H N 
Λm 

MΩ-1 cm2 mol-1 
Ligand HL1 
C16H14O5 

286.3 208 52 Yellow – 67.54
(67.13)

4.89 
(4.93)

– – 

[C32H30O12Mn] 661.5 272 59 Brown 8.11 
(8.30)

57.92
(58.10)

4.32 
(4.57)

– 12.7 

[C32H28O11ClFe] 679.91 268 68 Dark
brown 

8.20 
(8.21)

56.12
(56.52)

4.00 
(4.15)

– 13.3 

[C32H30O12Co] 665.5 >300 61 Light 
brown 

8.71 
(8.85)

57.31
(57.75)

4.44 
(4.54)

– 15.1 

[C32H30O12Ni] 665.3 258 57 Pale 
green 

8.80 
(8.82)

57.07
(57.77)

4.65 
(4.55)

– 13.7 

[C32H30O12Cu] 670.1 296 58 Green 9.32 
(9.48)

58.01
(57.35)

4.44 
(4.51)

– 17.5 

Ligand HL2 
C15H11NO6 

301.3 246 54 Yellow – 59.52
(59.80)

3.51 
(3.68)

4.57 
(4.65)

– 
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TABLE I. Continued 
Found (Calcd.), % Compound Mr 

g mol-1 
M.p. 
°C 

Yield 
% Color 

M C H N 
Λm 

MΩ-1 cm2 mol-1 
[C30H24N2O14Mn] 691.5 >300 52 Brown 7.79 

(7.94)
51.79

(52.10)
3.36 

(3.49)
3.97 

(4.05)
10.1 

[C30H22N2O13ClFe] 709.7 >300 63 Red 7.91 
(7.87)

51.22
(50.77)

3.22 
(3.12)

3.87 
(3.95)

13.1 

[C30H24N2O14Co] 695.5 >300 61 Light 
brown 

8.32 
(8.47)

52.32
(51.81)

3.39 
(3.48)

3.89 
(4.03)

11.2 

[C30H24N2O14Ni] 695.2 >300 57 Pale 
green 

8.36 
(8.44)

51.20
(51.82)

3.55 
(3.48)

3.91 
(4.03)

10.1 

[C30H24N2O14Cu] 700.1 >300 63 Green 9.23 
(9.07)

51.08
(51.46)

3.59 
(3.45)

4.11 
(4.00)

12.2 

1H-NMR spectroscopy 
Ligand HL1. 1H-NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, δ / ppm): 2.27 (3H, s, C6–CH3), 

3.85 (3H, s, –OCH3), 5.93 (1H, s, C5–H), 6.9–8.43 (6H, m, phenyl ring and 
–CH=CH–), 16.65 (1H, s, –OH). 

Ligand HL2. 1H-NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, δ / ppm): 2.35 (3H, s, C6–CH3), 6.03 
(1H, s, C5–H), 6.9–8.3 (6H, m, phenyl ring and –CH=CH–), 16.77 (1H, s, –OH). 

IR Spectroscopy 
The IR spectra of the ligands show bands at 3164–3120, 1739–1720, 1705– 

–1675 and 1257–1222 cm–1, assignable to ν(OH) (phenolic hydrogen bonded), 
ν(C=O) (lactone carbonyl), ν(C=O) (acetyl carbonyl) and ν(C–O) (phenolic) stretch-
ing mode, respectively (Table II).14,15 In the IR spectra of all the metal chelates, 
no band was observed in the region 3164–3120 cm–1. Instead, in its place, a broad 
band characteristic of ν(OH) of coordination water was observed in the region 
3500–3200 cm–1.The presence of coordinated water was further confirmed by the 
appearance of a non-ligand band in the region 830–840 cm–1, assignable to the 
rocking mode of water.16 This was also established and supported by TG and 
DTA analysis. The absence of ν(OH) (phenolic) at 3164–3120 cm–1 suggests 
subsequent deprotonation of the phenolic group and coordination of the phenolic 
oxygen to the metal ion. This was supported by an upward shift in ν(C–O) (phe-
nolic)17 by 20–40 cm–1. The ν(C=O) (acetyl carbonyl) was shifted to lower ener-
gy with respect to the free ligand, suggesting the participation of the acetyl car-
bonyl in the coordination.14,15,17 The IR spectra of all the compounds showed a 
prominent band at ≈ 1377 and ≈ 970 cm–1, typical of ν(C–O–C) and trans–CH=CH– 
absorption. The presence of new bands in the region 600–450 cm–1 can be as-
signed to ν(M–O) vibrations.16 

Hence, the ligands coordinated with the metal ions as monodeprotonated bi-
dentate and the coordination occurs via the acetyl and phenolic oxygen of dehyd-
roacetic acid moiety, as shown in Fig. 1. 
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Magnetic and electronic absorption spectroscopy 
The magnetic and electronic spectral data are given in Table II. The data is 

of relevance for the proposed structure of the complexes (Fig. 1). The electronic 
spectra of the Cu(II) complexes in DMF revealed one broad band at 15128 and 
25126 cm–1 for ligand HL1 and at 15138 and 25000 cm–1 for ligand HL2, assign-
able to a 2Eg → 2T2g transition and charge transfer, respectively. The observed 
magnetic moment value for the Cu(II) complexes was in the range 1.95–2.09 µB. 
The electronic spectral data18 coupled with the magnetic moment value suggest a 
distorted octahedral geometry for the Cu(II) complexes.19 The electronic spectra 
of Ni(II) complexes display three bands at 9372, 15625 and 24213 cm–1 for HL1 
and at 9910, 15360 and 24885 cm–1 for HL2, assignable to 3A2g → 3T2g (F) (ν1), 
3A2g → 3T1g (F) (ν2) and 3A2g → 3T1g (P) (ν3) transitions, respectively. This is in 
accordance with earlier reported values for octahedral Ni(II) complexes.21,22 The 
reductions of the Racah parameter (B) and the nephelauxetic effect (β) from the 
value of the free ion suggest an appreciable amount of covalent character in the 
metal ligand bonds.20,21 The calculated values of 10 Dq, B, ν2/ν1 and β (Table II) 
lie in the range reported for octahedral geometry. The normal magnetic moment 
2.99–3.19 µB confirms the proposed geometry. The Co(II) complexes show three 
transitions at 9569, 18348 and 22675 cm–1 for HL1 and at 9900, 19182 and 
23640 cm–1 for HL2, assignable to 4T1g (F) → 4T2g (F) (ν1), 4T1g (F) → 4A2g 
(F) (ν2) and 4T1g (F) → 4T1g (P) (ν3) transitions, respectively.19,20 The calcu-
lated values of 10 Dq, B, ν2/ν1 and β together with the magnetic moment value 
of the Co(II) complexes (Table II) suggest octahedral geometry. The obtained va-
lues of LFSE determine the stability of the complexes and follows the order in 
terms of metal ion Cu(II) > Ni(II) > Co(II) for ligand HL1 and HL2. 

The Fe(III) complexes of ligands HL1 and HL2 show three bands at, respecti-
vely, 14556, 21692, 24450 cm–1 and 14484, 22322, 24196 cm–1, assignable to 
6A1 → 4T1 (G), 6A1 → 4T2 (G) and 6A1 → 4E (G) transitions, respectively. The 
spectra suggest distorted octahedral geometry.19,21,23 The electronic spectrum of 
Mn(II) complex of HL1 displays weak bands at 17794, 19569 and 31056 cm–1, 
whereas Mn(II) complex of HL2 displayed weak bands at 18382 and 24671 cm–1. 
These bands are both Laporte and spin-forbidden. However, due to instantaneous 
distortion of the octahedral structures around the metal cation, weak bands some-
times do appear.19,21 

Thermal analysis 
The Mn(II), Fe(III), Co(II), Ni(II) and Cu(II) complexes of ligand HL1 were 

chosen for a thermal study. The TG curve of the complexes of ligand HL1 shows 
three decomposition steps. On the TG curve of the Mn(II) complex, the first step 
shows a steep slope between 150–200 °C with a mass loss of 5.0 % (calculated 
5.4 %), indicating the removal of two molecules of coordinated water. An endo-
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thermic peak in the range 150–200 °C (∆tmin = 175 °C) on the DTA curve corres-
ponds to the dehydration step. The anhydrous compound in second step decom-
poses within a short temperature range from 220–330 °C, with a 37.0 % mass 
loss (calculated 36.3 %). An exotherm between 240 and 400 °C with a ∆tmax = 
= 270 °C on the DTA curve corresponds to this mass loss. This step may be at-
tributed to the removal of the non-coordinated part of the ligand, i.e., [C16H16O2]. 
The third mass loss step in the range 400–790 °C corresponds to the decompo-
sition of the coordinated part of the ligand, with a mass loss 47.0 % (calculated 
47.6 %). A broad endotherm is observed for this step. The mass of the final re-
sidue corresponds to stable MnO, 11.0 % (calculated, 10.7 %). 

In the thermal study of the Fe(III) complex, an inclined slope from 175–195 °C 
on the TG curve, with a mass loss of 7.0 % (calculated 7.9 %), indicates the re-
moval of one molecule of water and one chloride ion. An endothermic peak in 
the range 180–240 °C was observed on the DTA curve (∆tmin = 192 °C). The 
complex continues to decompose in a second step between 210 and 300 °C, with 
37.0 % mass loss (calculated 35.2 %). A corresponding exothermic peak between 
250–280 °C (∆tmax = 265 °C) on the DTA is attributed to the removal of the non-co-
ordinating part of the ligand. The third step corresponds to the decomposition of 
remaining part of the ligand with a mass loss 47.0 % (calculated 46.3 %). The 
mass of the final residue was 9.0 % (calculated 10.6 %), corresponding to FeO. 

The thermal decomposition profile of the Co(II) complex showed no weight 
loss up to 140 °C. A mass loss of 5.0 % (calculated 5.4 %) was observed in the 
range 140–175 °C. The endothermic peak between 140–165 °C (∆tmin = 152 °C) 
correspond to the loss of two molecules of water. The second step of decompo-
sition was between 265 and 400 °C with a 37.0 % mass loss (calculated 36.1 %). 
The broad exothermic peak between 270–375 °C (∆tmax = 346 °C) on the DTA 
curve is attributed to the removal of the non-coordinating part of the ligand. The 
mass loss continued with the slow decomposition of remaining part of the ligand 
45.5 % (calculated 47.2 %). The mass of the final residue corresponded to CoO, 
12.5 % (calculated 11.3 %). 

The thermal decomposition profile of the Ni(II) complex showed a mass loss 
of 5.0 %( calculated 5.4 %) in the range 150–175 °C, indicating the removal of 
two coordinated water molecules. An endothermic peak on the DTA curve between 
160–185 °C (∆tmin = 162 °C) also corresponds to dehydration. The second step 
of the decomposition was between 190 and 325 °C with a 37.0 % mass loss (cal-
culated 36.1 %). A broad exothermic peak between 200–350 °C (∆tmax = 260 °C) 
on the DTA curve is attributed to the removal of the non-coordinating part of the 
ligand. The mass loss continued with the slow decomposition of the remaining 
part of the ligand up to 900 °C with a 46.0 % (calculated 47.3 %) mass loss. A 
broad endothermic peak between 450–850 °C was observed on the DTA curve. 
The mass of the final residue of 12.0 % (calculated 11.2 %) corresponds to NiO. 
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On the TG curve of the Cu(II) complex, the mass loss commences at 120 °C 
with an inclined slope from 155–185 °C with a mass loss of 6.0 % (calculated 5.4 %), 
indicating the removal of two molecules of coordinated water. An endothermic 
peak in the range 150–200 °C (∆tmin = 158 °C) on the DTA curve also corres-
ponds to the dehydration. The second step of the decomposition continues on the 
TG curve from 275 up to 375 °C, with a mass loss of 37.0 % (calculated 35.7 %) 
and the exothermic peak (∆tmax = 299 °C) on the DTA curve may be attributed to 
the removal of the non-coordinated part of the ligand. The third step in the range 
420–880 °C with a mass loss of 46.0 % (calculated 47.0 %) corresponds to the 
decomposition of the coordinated part of the ligand. A broad endotherm was also 
observed for this step. The mass of the final residue corresponded to stable CuO, 
11.0 % (calculated 11.9 %). 
Antimicrobial activity 

The results of the antimicrobial study, Table III, showed that the ligand HL1 
had no antibacterial activity whereas the ligand HL2 exhibited weak activity. This 
may be due to the presence of the electron withdrawing group (–NO2) on the 
phenyl ring. The Cu(II) and Co(II) complexes of ligand HL2 showed moderate 
antibacterial activity against both of the bacteria. 
TABLE III. Antibacterial and antifungal activities of ligands and their metal complexes 

Antibacterial activity Antifungal activity 
Inhibition zone of 

bacterial growth, mm A. flavus C. lunata P. notatum Compound 
S. aureus 

0.50 mg ml-1 
E. coli 

0.50 mg ml-1 Ia IIb I II I II 

HL1 
C16H14O5 

1.1 1.2 7 15 7 14 7 14 

HL2 
C15H11NO6 

3.6 4.1 8 16 8 15 8 15 

[Mn(L1)2(H2O)2] 1.6 1.8 9 17 8 17 8 17 
[Mn(L2)2(H2O)2] 4.2 4.5 11 24 11 22 10 22 
[Fe(L1)2(Cl)(H2O)] 2.1 2.1 8 16 7 19 7 15 
[Fe(L2)2(Cl)(H2O)] 4.5 4.9 9 20 9 19 9 20 
[Co(L1)2(H2O)2] 5.1 5.6 10 20 10 20 10 20 
[Co(L2)2(H2O)2] 8.9 9.3 14 33 13 32 13 33 
[Ni(L1)2(H2O)2] 4.2 4.6 9 19 9 19 9 19 
[Ni(L2)2(H2O)2] 6.3 6.8 13 30 12 29 12 30 
[Cu(L1)2(H2O)2] 6.1 6.5 11 22 11 21 11 19 
[Cu(L2)2(H2O)2] 9.2 10.7 15 37 14 34 14 36 
Ciproflaxin 12.0 13.5 – – – – – – 
Griseofulvin – – 31 34 29 33 30 34 
a125 µg/disc; b250 µg/disc 

From the results in Table III, it can be concluded that the ligands and their 
metal complexes show significant antifungal activity at a concentration of 250 µg 
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disc–1 against all the tested fungi. In addition, the activity decreased as the con-
centration decreased. The Cu(II)HL2 complex exhibited a higher antifungal acti-
vity than the standard at a concentration of 250 µg disc–1, while the Ni(II) and 
Co(II) complexes of HL2 showed nearly same antifungal activity as the standard. 
The order of inhibition with respect to metal ions of HL1 and HL2 is Cu > Co > 
> Ni > Mn > Fe. It was found that these complexes show strong antifungal ac-
tivity at lower concentration when compared to earlier reported literature.17,24 

It was observed that the metal complexes show enhanced antimicrobial acti-
vity as compared to the ligands. The increased activity of the chelates can be ex-
plained on the basis of the overtone concept and the Tweedy chelation theory.25 
According to the overtone concept of cell permeability, the lipid membrane that 
surrounds the cell favours the passage of only lipid-soluble materials, for which 
reason liposolubility is an important factor controlling antimicrobial activity. On 
chelation, the polarity of metal ion is reduced to a greater extent due to overlap of 
the ligand orbital and partial sharing of its positive charge with the donor groups 
and also due to delocalization of the π-electrons over whole chelate ring, which 
enhances the penetration of the complexes into the lipid membranes and the block-
ing of the metal binding sites of the enzymes of the micro-organisms. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In the light of the above discussion, a distorted octahedral geometry for Cu(II), 
Mn(II) and Fe(III) complexes and an octahedral geometry for the Co(II) and Ni(II) 
complexes are proposed. The ligands behave as bidentate, coordinating through 
the phenolic oxygen and the acetyl carbonyl group of the dehydroacetic acid moi-
ety. The complexes are biologically active and exhibit enhanced antifungal acti-
vities compared to their parent ligands. The Cu(II), Ni(II) and Co(II) complexes 
of ligand HL2 show good antifungal activity, hence further study of these com-
plexes in agriculture could lead to interesting results. 
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И З В О Д  

ПРЕЛАЗНИ МЕТАЛНИ КОМПЛЕКСИ СА КИСЕОНИЧНИМ ДОНОРНИМ ЛИГАНДИМА: 
СИНТЕЗА И ТЕРМИЧКА, СПЕКТРАЛНА И АНТИМИКРОБНА ПРОУЧАВАЊА 

VAIBHAV N. PATANGE1, RAJENDRA K. PARDESHI1 и BALASAHEB R. ARBAD2 

1Department of Chemistry, Shri Chhatrapati Shivaji College, Omerga, Dist-Osmanabad – 413606, 
Maharashtra и 2Department of Chemistry, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada 

University, Aurangabad – 431004, Maharashtra, India 

Добијени су прелазни метални комплекси халкона изведених кондезацијом 3-ацетил-6-
метил-2H-пиран-2,4(3Н)-диона (дехидросирћетне киселине) и р-метоксибензалдехида (HL1) 
или р-нитробензалдехида (HL2) и окарактерисани елементалном анализом, кондуктометријом, 
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термичком анализом, магнетним, IR, 1H-NMR, UV–Vis и проучавањем микробне активности. 
Из аналитичких и термичких података нађена је стехиометрија 1:2 (метал:лиганд). Подаци за 
моларну проводљивост потврдили су да су ови метални хелати неелектролити. Термичка 
стабилност комплекса проучавана је термогравиметријом и дате су схеме распада комплекса. 
Лиганди и њихови комплекси метала су тестирани на антибактеријску активност према Sta-
phylococcus aureus и Escherichia coli и антигљивичну активност према Aspergillus flavus, Cur-
vularia lunata и Penicillium notatum. 

(Примљено 14. новембра 2007, ревидирано 6. јуна 2008) 
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Abstract: The properties of activated titanium anodes, RuO2–TiO2/Ti and RuO2– 
–TiO2–IrO2/Ti, prepared from oxide sols by the sol–gel procedure, are review-
ed. RuO2 and TiO2 sols were synthesized by forced hydrolysis of the corres-
ponding chlorides in acid medium. The morphology of the prepared sols was 
investigated by transmission electron microscopy. The chemical composition 
of the RuO2 sol was determined by X-ray diffraction and thermogravimetric 
analysis. The loss of electrocatalytic activity of a RuO2–TiO2/Ti anode during an 
accelerated stability test was investigated by examination of the changes in the 
electrochemical characteristics in the potential region of the chlorine and oxygen 
evolution reaction, as well as on the open circuit potential. These electrochemical 
characteristics were investigated by cyclic voltammetry, electrochemical impe-
dance spectroscopy and polarization measurements. The changes in electroche-
mical characteristics of the anode prepared by the sol–gel procedure were com-
pared to the changes registered for an anode prepared by the traditional thermal 
decomposition of metal chlorides. The comparison indicated that the main cause 
for the activity loss of the sol–gel prepared anode was the electrochemical disso-
lution of RuO2, while in the case of thermally prepared anode the loss was mainly 
caused by the formation of an insulating TiO2 layer in the coating/Ti substrate in-
terphase. The results of an accelerated stability test on RuO2–TiO2/Ti and RuO2– 
–TiO2–IrO2/Ti anodes showed that the ternary coating is considerably more stable 
than the binary one, which is the consequence of the greater stability of IrO2 in 
comparison to RuO2. 

Keywords: activated titanium anodes; oxide sols; coating morphology; electro-
catalytic properties; anode stability. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Electrocatalytic materials based on noble metal oxides of metallic conducti-

vity are widely used as electrodes in many fields of applied electrochemistry, such 
as chlorine production in the chlor-alkali and chlorate industry, processes invol-
ving oxygen generation in electroplating and metal electrowinning, as well as in 
cathodic protection, etc.1 Most recently, these materials have been the subject of 
investigations in the field of supercapacitors2–4 and fuel cells,5,6 due to their ex-
cellent capacitive properties. Depending on the application of interest, these ox-
ide materials are usually composed of a mixture of a noble metal oxide, such as 
RuO2 or IrO2, and an electrochemically inert, non-conductive or semi-conductive 
oxide (TiO2, ZrO2, Ta2O5 or Co3O4),1,7–9 which stabilizes the coating and en-
hances the catalytic properties of the material. In the chlor-alkali industry, tita-
nium supported RuO2–TiO2 coatings, known as Dimensionally Stable Anodes or 
Activated Titanium Anodes (ATA), are used. 

In long-term electrolysis of chloride solutions a very important feature of an 
ATA is its service life. The anode service life and coating stability can be evalu-
ated by an accelerated stability test (AST),8,10 which involves the electrolysis of 
a dilute chloride solution at a constant high current density. The end of an anode 
service life, i.e. the loss of electrocatalytic activity, is recognized as a sudden in-
crease in the potential. This increase in potential could be caused by 1) the growth 
of an insulating TiO2 layer in the substrate/coating interface, originating from 
substrate corrosion, and 2) anodic dissolution of the catalytically active oxide 
species, RuO2, which enriches the coating surface with TiO2. Coating erosion can 
also be involved in the deactivation process.10 The coating morphology appears 
to play an important role in the consideration of the cause of anode deactivation. 

The anode activity for the oxygen evolution reaction, however, appears to be 
a key factor in the process of anode degradation.10–13 It is known that ATA 
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containing iridium oxide is more stable in the electrolysis of NaCl solutions than 
binary RuO2–TiO2 coating.12,14–16 This is due to the slower corrosion rate of 
IrO2 with respect to RuO2, since a considerable portion of the current is related to 
the oxygen evolution reaction.17 For this reason, activated titanium anodes, 
commercially available as oxygen-evolving anodes and for cathodic protection 
purposes, contain iridium oxide in small amounts, in addition to ruthenium and 
titanium oxide. 

Boodts and coworkers8,9,18 showed that electrochemical impedance spectro-
scopy (EIS) provides useful information about the ATA deactivation pathway. In 
the case of Ti/RuO2(x)+Co3O4(1–x) anodes, these authors reported the formation 
of a TiO2 layer in the coating/substrate interphase as the main cause for the deac-
tivation of anodes with low RuO2 contents, due to high coating porosity. Anodes 
with a high RuO2 content are of lower porosity, which is recognized as the cause 
for activity loss via intensive dissolution of the Ru species from the coating surface.9 

The usual preparation method for RuO2–TiO2 coatings involves the process 
of thermal decomposition of a metal chloride mixture from organic solvents.1,10 
However, in recent years, coating preparation by the sol–gel procedure has occu-
pied the attention of scientific workers. This is due to the possibility of preparing 
particles of more regular shape, size and distribution in the oxide coating. 

The aim of this paper is to summarize the results of an investigation of the 
conditions of preparation of oxide sols and coatings on the morphology and elec-
trochemical properties of RuO2–TiO2/Ti and RuO2–TiO2–IrO2/Ti anodes pre-
pared by the sol–gel procedure, especially from the standpoint of anode stability 
in electrolysis. The oxide sols were obtained by forced hydrolysis of an acid solu-
tion of metal chlorides at the boiling temperature. Some unique features of ATA 
prepared from sols obtained by the hydrolysis of alkoxides was also invest-
tigated,19–21 but this is not the subject of this review. 

2. PHYSICO–CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF OXIDE SOLS 

The electrochemical properties of an ATA follow the basic characteristics of 
the oxide coating, which are influenced not only by the conditions during coating 
deposition (application technique and its repetition, thermal regime, coating thick-
ness, etc.), but also by the physico–chemical properties of the oxide precursors. 
In the sol–gel procedure for coating preparation, the oxides are prepared prior to 
coating formation, which is the main difference with respect to thermal decompo-
sition, when the oxides are formed in situ on a Ti substrate. Hence, the properties 
of oxide sols are reflected in the coating characteristics and, consequently, in the 
electrochemical properties of the ATA. The basic properties of the synthesized 
oxide sols and their mixture prepared for coating deposition are given in this Sec-
tion, with a more detailed analysis of the ruthenium oxide sol, since this oxide is 
the electrocatalytically active component of the coating. 
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2.1. Ruthenium oxide sol 
In order to check the degree of conversion in the preparation of the ruthe-

nium oxide sol, the composition of the dry residue of the prepared sol was analy-
zed by energy depressive X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy (EDXRFS) and X-ray 
diffraction (XRD).22 The EDXRFS spectrum is shown in Fig. 1. In addition to 
the high-intensity peak of ruthenium, a chlorine peak of low intensity was Regis-
tered. The appearance of the chlorine peak in the EDXRFS spectrum indicates 
that not all of the starting quantity of chloride precursor was converted into ox-
ide. The XRD patterns of the dry residue of the RuOxHy sol, calcined at 130 °C, 
are shown in Fig. 2. The pattern designated as “A” was obtained for the dry resi-
due, while “B” represents the XRD pattern of the dry residue redissolved in etha-
nol and dried at ambient temperature. The peaks in pattern “A” can be ascribed to 
crystalline ruthenium chloride, which indicates, as does the EDXRFS spectrum 
(Fig. 1), the incomplete conversion of the precursor. Pattern “B” in Fig. 2 indica-
tes an amorphous structure, showing not only that ruthenium chloride does not crys-
tallize from an ethanolic solution, but also that there is no other crystalline phase 
in the dry residue of the sol. 
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Fig. 1. EDXRFS spectrum of the 
solid phase of RuOxHy sol (Re-
printed with permission of Else-
vier).22 

The forced hydrolysis process for the preparation of the sol is the time-de-
pendent conversion of the precursor, in which some induction time for nuclei for-
mation is necessary. For the duration of the process (ageing time), the primary 
nuclei grow to form the particles of the solid phase of the sol. It was shown23,24 
that the sol oxide particles grow with ageing time, which consequently influenced 
the electrochemical behavior of the sol–gel obtained oxide material. It was only a 
matter of time before all the precursor would be converted to the oxide. Bearing 
in mind the Ru to Cl peak intensity ratio from Fig. 1, a conversion above 95 % 
was achieved during the ageing time of the investigated sol, while Fig. 2 demons-
trates that the formed oxide phase was amorphous. 
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Fig. 2. XRD patterns of the solid 
phase of RuOxHy sol (A) and of 
RuOxHy sol solid phase redisol-
ved in ethanol (B) (Reprinted with 
permission of Elsevier).22 

The main feature of ruthenium oxide that defines its electrochemical proper-
ties is an optimal balance between protonic and electronic conductivity. The for-
mer increases with the water content in the hydrous oxide (RuOxHy), while the 
latter is a function of the oxide crystallinity.22,25 Since the solid phase of the pre-
pared sol was amorphous (Fig. 2), it should be subjected to thermal treatment in 
order to increase its electronic conductivity. However, the water content de-
creases with temperature and, consequently, so does the ability of the oxide to 
exchange protons with the solution. The processes that may occur during thermal 
treatment of the solid phase of the RuOxHy sol are indicated by the thermogravi-
metric (TG) and differential thermogravimetric (DTG) curve, which are shown in 
Fig. 3. The sample lost 30 % of its initial mass when the temperature was in-
creased to around 120 °C. On the DTG curve, two minima (a and b) can be seen, 
indicating two processes of the release of weakly bonded water during the rever-
sible sol–gel transition. The release of water from the hydrous oxide commences 
around 150 °C, and near 10 mass % was lost during a slow process accomplished 
around 350 °C (plateau c). In this step, one water molecule from RuO2⋅2H2O is 
released.4,26 The remaining water molecule (from the monohydrate) is released at 
430 °C (point d, Fig. 3), which contributes an additional 8 % mass loss. The in-
terval d–e appears to be related to the conversion of residual chloride to oxide, 
since the presence chloride was registered by EDXRFS measurements (Fig. 1). 

It follows from the TG measurements that the dispersed oxide retains an an-
hydrous nature over a wide temperature range, while the crystalline oxide struc-
ture was fully developed at the end of the processes related to the release of crys-
talline water, as is illustrated by the XRD pattern given in Fig. 4. These charac-
teristics fully recommend the oxide prepared by the sol–gel process as a good pro-
tonic and electronic conductor. 

Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) investigations27 showed that the 
amorphous solid phase of the prepared sols consisted of spherical particles which 
are gathered in agglomerates. TEM images of such agglomerates are shown in 
Fig. 5 for sols of different ageing times. The sol with the shorter ageing time (Fig. 
5a) consisted of spherical particles with a diameter of about 10 nm, while agglo-
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merates with a more crystal-like structure, consisting of larger, irregularly shaped 
particles, were obtained at a longer ageing time (Fig. 5b). 
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Fig. 3. TG and DTG curve registered for the 
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Fig. 4. XRD pattern of the solid phase of the 

RuOxHy sol annealed at 450 °C. 
 

   
 (a) (b) 

Fig. 5. TEM Images of the solid 
phase of RuOxHy sol aged for 
46 (a) and 94 h (b) (Reprinted with 
permission of Elsevier).27 

2.2. Titanium oxide sol and sol mixture 
Similar to the case of the ruthenium oxide sol, the solid phase of the prepa-

red TiO2 sol had an amorphous structure,28 as it is illustrated by the XRD pattern 
shown in Fig. 6a, while the anatase crystal structure developed with increasing 
annealing temperature. In addition, the diffraction peaks become sharper with in-
creasing temperature, which indicates an increase in the particle size. 

However, in solid phase of RuO2–TiO2 sol mixture annealed at 450 °C, the 
particles of both oxides have a rutile structure, which is a usual characteristic of a 
thermally treated solid mixture of these oxides, regardless of the preparation pro-
cedure.29–31 
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a) 

 
b) 

Fig. 6. XRD patterns of the solid phase 
of TiO2 sol annealed at different tem-
peratures (a) and RuO2–TiO2 sol mix-
ture (b). 

TEM images of differently aged TiO2 sols are given in Fig. 7. Narrow-sized, 
small spherical crystallites with a diameter not larger than 5 nm form star-like ag-
glomerates in the sol aged for the shorter time (Fig. 7a). However, with increas-
ing ageing time, single sphere-shaped particles of a diameter around 25 nm are 
formed (Fig. 7b). Other authors also reported the particle size of colloidal TiO2 in 
the order of nanometers.32 

   
 (a) (b) 

Fig. 7. TEM Images of the solid 
phase of TiO2 sol aged for 15 (a) 
and 23 h (b) (Reprinted with per-
mission of Elsevier).27 

3. THE STRUCTURE AND MORPHOLOGY OF RuO2–TiO2 COATING 

The scanning electron (SEM) microphotographs in Fig. 8 illustrate the typi-
cal appearance of the RuO2–TiO2 coatings prepared on titanium by the sol–gel 
procedure (Fig. 8a) and by in situ thermal decomposition of metal chlorides (Fig. 
8b).28 At the applied magnification, the sol–gel coating appears more cracked. 
The surface of the coatings looks like "cracked-mud" and consisted of "islands" 
(surface area ≈ 60 µm2) separated by cracks, which are wider on sol–gel coating 
surface. The appearance of cracks also suggests that the islands in the sol–gel co-
ating are made of distinct layers, while "thermal" coating appears smoother. 
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a        

 

  3 µm b  
Fig. 8. Typical SEM microphotographs of RuO2–TiO2 coatings obtained by: a) the sol–gel 

procedure and b) thermal decomposition (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).28 

The essential difference in morphology between the sol–gel processed and ther-
mally prepared RuO2–TiO2 coating is registered on the nano-scale.27,28 The typi-
cal surface appearance on the nano-scale of the coatings prepared by the sol–gel pro-
cedure and thermal decomposition is given by the scanning tunneling microscopy 
(STM) 3D surface nanophotographs (scan size: 50 nm×50 nm) given in Fig. 9. 

 
 (a) (b) 

Fig. 9. Typical STM microphotographs of the RuO2–TiO2 coatings obtained by: a) the sol–gel 
procedure and b) thermal decomposition (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).27,28 

It can be seen that the nano-roughness is more pronounced for the surface of 
sol–gel prepared coating (Fig. 9a). The average difference between real and geo-
metric surface area, according to the STM data, was found to be two-fold greater 
for the sol–gel coating. The sharp nano-spots, which are ubiquitous on the sur-
face of sol–gel coating, cannot be seen on the thermal one. It could be assumed 
that these surface characteristics are the result of the more defined oxide particles 
formed in the case of the sol–gel coating. The size of the spots is very similar to 
the RuO2 particle size registered by TEM (Fig. 5a). Another important difference 
is the appearance of bright areas on the sol–gel coating, having a size of about 30 nm 
(Fig. 9a). Taking into account the size of the TiO2 particles observed in the TEM 
image of the TiO2 sol (Fig. 7b), being close to 25 nm, the conclusion appears to 
be that the bright areas in Fig. 9a are the large grains of TiO2. It seems that small 
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the RuO2 particles are on the top of and around each TiO2 grain in the sol–gel pre-
pared coating.27 

4. CAPACITIVE ABILITY OF ACTIVATED TITANIUM ANODES 
AS THE FUNCTION OF THE PROPERTIES OF OXIDE SOLS 

The pronounced capacitive ability of noble metal oxides is the consequence 
of pseudocapacitive behavior due to solid-state surface redox transitions of the 
metal ions, which is closely related to the oxide protonic conductivity.1,2,33 Ge-
nerally, proton-assisted redox transitions are written as follows:33 
 RuOx(OH)y + δH+ + δe– → RuOx–δ(OH)y+δ, 0 ≤ δ ≤ x (1) 

The transition reactions can be diffusion-controlled to different degrees by 
the proton injection/ejection process, depending on the coating porosity. On the 
other hand, the capacitance depends on the surface area. These features are di-
rectly influenced by the coating morphology, preparation procedure and oxide par-
ticle size,19,20,23,27,34 which results in the capacitance being dependent on the 
rate of the charging/discharging process. 
4.1. Preparation procedure, coating composition and capacitive response 

The cyclic voltammograms (CV) of a sol–gel and a thermally prepared ATA 
recorded in acid solution are shown in Fig. 10. The registered CV shape is usual 
for RuO2-based electrodes,2,23,33 with a broad peak in the potential region from 
0.20 to 0.50 V, which is related to the redox transition presented by Eq. (1). The 
voltammetric current densities recorded for the sol–gel prepared anode are larger 
than those recorded for thermally prepared one. This indicates the larger electro-
chemically active surface area7 of the sol–gel prepared anode, due to the larger 
real surface area and greater RuO2 content in the surface layer of the sol–gel pre-
pared coating.31 Using the approach of Da Silva et al.35 for the values of the mor-
phology factor, 0.50 and 0.52 are obtained for sol–gel and thermally prepared coat-
ing, respectively. These similar values indicate the similar contribution of inner 
coating surfaces to the overall coating capacitance, due to similar porosity of the 
coatings.36 

The addition of a small amount of iridium oxide (10 mol %), either as in situ 
converted chloride or as previously prepared sol, into the sol–gel prepared RuO2– 
–TiO2 coating results in an increase in the capacitive ability.37 The voltammo-
grams of ternary and binary coating registered in acid solution are shown in Fig. 
11. The increase in the voltammetric currents were more pronounced at potentials 
positive to 0.40 V due to the imposed contribution of redox transitions of iridium 
species. If IrO2 was applied from the sol, the effects were more pronounced. 

4.2. The voltammetric charge and properties of the oxide sols 
The dependence of coating capacitive ability on the ageing time, tag, (i.e. ox-

ide particle size, Section 2) of the oxide sols was analyzed through the values of 
voltammetric charges.23 
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Fig. 10. Cyclic voltammograms of the RuO2– 
–TiO2/Ti electrodes prepared by the sol–gel and 
thermal procedure. Scan rate: 20 mV s-1. Elec-
trolyte: 1.0 mol dm-3 HClO4. 
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Fig. 11. Cyclic voltammograms of the RuO2– 
–TiO2–IrO2/Ti and RuO2–TiO2/Ti electrodes 
prepared by the sol–gel procedure. Scan rate: 
20 mV s-1. Electrolyte: 1.0 mol dm-3 H2SO4. 

The total charge, q*tot, related to the whole electrochemical surface area of 
the coating, could be separated into two components: the first, q*out, related to 
the "outer" parts of the coating, which are directly exposed to the electrolyte, and 
the second, q*in, related to the "inner" parts of the coating, which are hidden in 
loose grain boundaries, pores and cracks. The total charge, as well as its com-
ponents, can be evaluated from the dependencies: 
 q*(v) = q*out + kv–1/2 (2) 
 q*(v)–1 = (q*tot)–1 + k'v1/2 (3) 
and 
 q*tot = q*in + q*out (4) 
where q* is the charge obtained by integration of anodic part of the voltammetric 
curve at a given sweep rate v; k and k' are constants. 
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The values of the voltammetric charges obtained using Eqs. (2)–(4) as func-
tions of the aging time of the RuO2 and TiO2 sol are shown in Fig. 12. For ageing 
times of the RuO2 sol shorter than about 40 h, all three kinds of charge increase 
with increasing ageing time (Fig. 12a). After 40 h of ageing, the charges decrease 
with ageing time. Since these changes are seen for all three kinds of charge, it 
could be concluded that the particles from the RuO2 sols of different ageing 
result in similar morphological changes in the outer surface of the coating as well 
as in its inner parts. The largest charge related to an anode obtained with a RuO2 
sol aged for about 40 h suggests that the solid phase of this sol had the largest 
ratio of small RuO2 particles.38 Smaller charge values related to anodes obtained 
with RuO2 sols aged for times shorter than 40 h indicate that the particles of 
these sols were larger than those from the sol aged for about 40 h. Taking into 
account the fact that complete sol particle formation in the forced hydrolysis 
procedure requires some critical time,39 it is to be expected that the formation of 
the RuO2 sol particles is not completed in ageing times shorter than 40 h. In 
addition, it is assumed that the large RuO2 particles in the coatings obtained with 
sols aged for times shorter than 40 h originate from the thermal decomposition of 
the residual RuCl3 which had not been converted to RuO2 by forced hydrolysis. 
The ratio of larger RuO2 particles dispersed in the solid phase increased for 
ageing longer than 40 h, which causes a decrease of the charge related to the ano-
des obtained with these dispersions. 
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Fig. 12. The charge densities related to the total, inner and outer electrochemical surface area 

of the anode coating as functions of the ageing time of RuO2 (a) and TiO2 (b) sols 
used for the preparation of the coatings (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).23 

The influence of the ageing time of TiO2 sol on the charges of the prepared 
anodes is shown in Fig. 12b. The values of all three types of charges decreased 
with increasing aging time of TiO2 sol up to 15 h and then increased, although 
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the changes in q*out were less pronounced. Since the ratio of large sol particles 
increases with increasing ageing time, it could be concluded that the growth of 
TiO2 particles during the ageing of TiO2 sols causes the enlargement of the ESA 
of the coating obtained from these sols. For ageing times shorter than 15 h, simi-
lar to the case of the aging of the RuO2 sol, particle formation was not completed 
and the ratio of large TiO2 particles resulting from the thermal decomposition of 
residual TiCl3 was high. Accordingly, the anode obtained with TiO2 sol aged 15 
h had the smallest ESA, which means that the solid phase of this sol contained 
the highest ratio of small TiO2 particles. 

The observed changes in ESA with ageing time of the TiO2 sol are clearly 
reflected from the changes in the difference between the real and apparent sur-
face area (SAD) obtained from STM measurements.27 The changes in macro-, 
micro- and nano-roughness with tag(TiO2) are shown in Fig. 13. While the 
macroscopic roughness (880 nm × 880 nm) does not depend on tag(TiO2), the 
shapes of the micro- (250 nm × 250 nm) and nano-roughness (50 nm × 50 nm) 
dependencies are quite similar to the dependencies presented in Fig. 12b. 
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Fig. 13. Difference between real 
and apparent surface area (SAD, 
surface area difference) of RuO2–
–TiO2 coating prepared by the sol–
–gel procedure from differently 
aged TiO2 sols. The ageing time 
of the RuO2 sol was fixed at 46 h. 

5. THE ACTIVITY FOR Cl2 AND O2 EVOLUTION REACTION 

Tafel plots of the ATA prepared by the sol–gel procedure and thermal de-
composition in the chlorine evolution reaction, as an indication of their electro-
catalytic properties, are given in Fig. 14. The slope values close to 40 mV for both 
the sol–gel prepared and the thermally formed coatings correspond to the known 
mechanism of the chlorine evolution reaction on RuO2-type coatings.1,10,23 Higher 
current densities were registered for the sol–gel prepared anode. Normalized data 
(given by symbols  and  for sol–gel and thermally prepared anode, respectti-
vely) was obtained by dividing the measured currents densities by the corres-
ponding q*tot values. Since the geometric factor (surface area) is eliminated in 
this way, the normalized data give the real catalytic activity of RuO2.33,40 The 
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normalized catalytic activity is practically the same for the sol–gel and the ther-
mally formed anode. This leads to the conclusion that the difference in real sur-
face areas of the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode, influenced by coating mor-
phology, is the key parameter that causes the difference in their electrochemical 
behavior.41 
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Fig. 14. The apparent ( , ) and 
normalized ( , ) Tafel plots of the 
sol–gel and thermally prepared ano-
de. Electrolyte: 5 mol dm-3 NaCl, pH 2 
(Reprinted with permission of Taylor 
& Francis).41 

The normalized activities of the sol–gel prepared anode, however, show a 
dependence on the ageing time of oxide sol.23 The dependences of the norma-
lized values of the current densities on ageing time of the RuO2 and TiO2 sol are 
shown in Fig. 15. The changes of electrocatalytic activity with oxide particle size 
are similar to those obtained for ESA with oxide particle size (Fig. 12). The 
highest activities were achieved for anodes obtained with the RuO2 sol aged for 
about 40 h and the TiO2 sol aged for 30 h. The anode obtained with TiO2 sol 
aged for 23 h had the smallest activity. The dependence of the anode electrocata-
lytic activity on the aging time was more pronounced in the case of the TiO2 sol 
than in the case of the RuO2 sol. The observed activity effects are probably due 
to the appearance of different states of the active sites, caused by different TiO2 
particle sizes and the revealing effect of TiO2. A similar effect of the appearance 
of "new" active sites was also observed in the case of RuO2 coatings obtained 
with rare earth oxides.42,43 In the case of the RuO2–TiO2 binary oxide, the ap-
pearance of "new" active sites could be the consequence of different physical 
interaction between these two oxides, which depends on the TiO2 particle size. 

The ternary coating, obtained by the addition of a small amount of IrO2, 
showed no significant difference in activity for chlorine and oxygen evolution 
with respect to the binary coating.37 The Tafel plots given in Fig. 16 show that 
the polarization curves have the usual values of the Tafel slopes and negligibly 
higher activity of binary coating for chlorine evolution. 
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printed with permission of Elsevier).23 

0.01 0.1 1 10

1.05

1.10

1.15

1.20

Ti|Ti0.6Ru0.3Ir0.1O2
Ti|Ti

0.6
Ru

0.4
O

2

45
 m

VE 
/ V

 v
s.

 S
C

E

I / mA       
0.1 1 10 100

1.15

1.20

1.25

1.30

1.35

60
 m

V

E 
/ V

 v
s.

 S
C

E

I / mA

Ti|Ti0.6Ru0.3Ir0.1O2
Ti|Ti0.6Ru0.4O2

 
 (a) (b) 

Fig. 16. Tafel plots for the chlorine (a) and oxygen (b) evolution reaction registered for 
binary and ternary coating prepared by the sol–gel procedure. 

6. THE STABILITY IN Cl2 AND O2 ELECTROLYSIS 

The main industrial application of ATA is in long-term electrolysis of acid or 
neutral solutions, both chloride-containing and not. The anode wears during the 
electrolysis and finally ends its operation.10–13 The dissolution of electrochemi-
cally active coating component (e.g. RuO2 and IrO2) and coating enrichment in 
insulating and inactive TiO2 are recognized as the causes of the wearing pro-
cess.11 In addition to dissolution, the TiO2 content can increase due to anodic ox-
idation of the Ti substrate, forming an insulating coating/substrate interlayer.10 In 
this Section, the stability of binary and ternary coatings will be analyzed and com-



 ACTIVATED Ti ANODES PREPARED BY THE SOL–GEL PROCEDURE 1097 

pared to the stability of traditional binary thermal coatings. The possible mecha-
nism of anode wearing and the loss of electrocatalytic activity will be given. 

The time dependence of the relative electrode potential, as the result of an 
accelerated corrosion test, for anodes prepared by the sol–gel and thermal pro-
cedure is shown in Fig. 17. The sol–gel prepared anodes with a binary coating 
showed considerably longer lifetimes than the thermal ones. The causes for the 
greater stability could be either the larger surface area of the sol–gel prepared 
anode or different mechanisms of the loss of catalytic activity or both. The mor-
phology of the coating can influence any characteristic step in the mechanism. 
According to the STM data (Fig. 9), it is believed that the oxide particle size and 
distribution is more regular in the case of the sol–gel procedure then in the case 
of the thermal one, which produces a larger surface area and, consequently, the 
real current density of Ru dissolution on a sol–gel anode is smaller. In the same 
manner, the structure of the catalytic coating of a sol–gel prepared anode could 
be more homogeneous and the penetration of the electrolyte towards the titanium 
substrate thus hindered, which, besides the smaller current density, makes the chance 
for nonconductive intermediate TiO2 layer formation smaller as compared to a 
thermally prepared anode.28 
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Fig. 17. The results of accelerated stability test: (- -) thermally and (- -) sol–gel prepared 
anodes with the shortest lifetime; (- -) thermally and (- -) sol-gel prepared anodes with 

the longest lifetime (the lifetimes for other samples of both types of anodes lay in the shaded 
areas). Electrolyte: 0.50 M NaCl, pH 2. Temperature: 35 °C, j = 2.0 A cm-2. Total amount of 

oxide: 2.0 mg cm-2. (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).28 

The stability of binary sol–gel coating can be controlled by changing the 
properties of the oxide sols. The influence of the ageing time of RuO2 and TiO2 
sols on the stability of obtained anodes is presented in Fig. 18. The anode sta-
bility was the greatest when the RuO2 sol was aged for about 40 h, i.e. when the 
ratio of small RuO2 particles in RuO2 sol was the highest. The change in stability 
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can be discussed in accordance to the changes of coating ESA with ageing of 
RuO2 sol (Fig. 12). The rate of loss of activity via Ru dissolution decreases as the 
ESA increases or as the RuO2 particle size decreases. In addition, the real current 
density of Ru dissolution is distributed more regularly if the RuO2 particles are 
smaller, because they are more regularly packed throughout the bulk of the coat-
ing. Summarizing the above considerations, the anode with highest ratio of small 
RuO2 particles, obtained with the RuO2 sol aged for about 40 h, was the most sta-
ble due to it having the largest ESA. 

The anode was more stable if the ageing time of the TiO2 sol increased or if 
the TiO2 particle size increased, due to similar consideration as in the case of the 
variation of the ageing time of the RuO2 sol. 
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Fig. 18. The dependencies of RuO2– 
–TiO2/Ti anode durability obtained by 
an accelerated stability test (AST) (elec-
trolyte: 0.50 M NaCl, pH 2, j = 2.0 A 
cm-2, 33 °C) on the ageing time of RuO2 
and TiO2 sols used for the anode prepa-
ration. (Reprinted with permission of El-
sevier).23 

6.1. The mechanism of anode deactivation 
In order to gain further insight into the wear mechanism, anodes with thin 

sol–gel or thermally prepared coatings were investigated in more detail when 
approaching the end of their service life.36 The time dependences of the anode 
potential and the appropriate differential curves for the anodes with thin coatings 
prepared by sol–gel and thermal procedure are shown in Fig. 19. The current den-
sity was lower than in the tests shown in Figs. 17 and 18, in order to obtain well 
resolved wear steps at the end of the service life of the anodes. Two distinct re-
gions in the plots in Fig. 19 can be seen. In the period below 29 h, the anode ope-
ration is stable. The potential has a stable value not exceeding the initial value by 
more than 20 %. The potential increased slightly during the first few hours of the 
AST, which could be the consequence of the presence of evolved gas bubbles at 
the anode surface. Tumultuous anode disordering is observed after 29 h as a con-
tinuous increase in the potential. The service lives of both the sol–gel and ther-
mally prepared anode were practically the same, which was not the case with thick 
coatings, when the sol–gel procedure provided coatings with a longer service life 
(Fig. 17). The increase in potential and the rate of increase in potential were quite 
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similar for both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode up to 30.7 h of AST, 
but a difference in the change of potential values was seen after this time. The rate 
of increase in potential of the thermally prepared anode was constant, being 
around 0.1 V min–1, while the rate of the change in potential values of the sol–gel 
prepared anode considerably increased. These observations at the end of anode 
service life indicate a different deactivation mechanism for the anodes prepared 
by the sol–gel and thermal procedure. 
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Fig. 19. The change of anode po-
tential as a function of time during 
AST for RuO2–TiO2/Ti anodes pre-
pared by the sol–gel procedure and 
thermal decomposition. Electrolyte: 
0.50 mol dm–3 NaCl, pH 2, 25 °C. 
Current density: 700 mA cm–2. (Re-
printed with permission of Else-
vier).36 

6.2. The changes in electrochemically active surface area during deactivation 
The changes in electrochemically active surface area of the coatings during 

AST are presented by the data given in Fig. 20, which shows the changes in 
apparent capacitances, calculated for a 1 V potential window from the cyclic vol-
tammograms registered during AST and normalized to the apparent electrode 
surface area. After a period of 29.7 h of AST, the capacitance of both the sol–gel 
and thermally prepared anode increased in comparison to the capacitance Regis-
tered before AST. This could be explained by an increase in the real surface area 
of the coating. As the Ru species from the coating surface undergo dissolution 
during AST, the coating roughness increased, while the orifices of pores and cracks 
became wider. This makes the inner parts of the coating more accessible to the 
electrolyte. Assuming that the thermally prepared coating consisted of larger par-
ticles than the coating prepared by the sol–gel procedure,44 the increase in coating 
roughness is more pronounced and the electrolyte penetrates more easily to the bulk 
of thermally prepared coating. This should lead to a more pronounced increase in 
capacitance of the thermally prepared coating for tAST = 29.7 h. For AST times 
between 29.7 and 30.5 h, the capacitance decreased. During this short period, the 
intensive dissolution of Ru species leads to a considerable decrease in the number 
of active sites in the coating, i.e. electrochemically active surface area of the coating. 
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The essential difference in the C–tAST dependencies for the sol–gel and ther-
mally prepared anode appeared for tAST larger than 30.5 h. While the capacitance 
of the sol–gel prepared anode continuously decreased going towards the end of its 
service life, the thermally prepared anode maintained the capacitance value regis-
tered for tAST ≈ 30.5 h. In this period, more reliable capacitance data for the ther-
mally prepared anode are obtained by impedance measurements (see Section 6.4). 
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Fig. 20. The capacitances per apparent 
surface area of the anodes prepared by 
the sol–gel ( ) and thermal procedure 
( ) calculated from cyclic the voltam-
mograms recorded in 1.0 mol dm–3 
HClO4 during AST (Reprinted with per-
mission of Elsevier).36 

6.3. The loss of electrocatalytic activity 
Polarization measurements in both NaCl and HClO4 solution showed that 

the time of subjection of an anode to AST influenced the current, the Tafel slope 
and the potential range of the Tafel dependences. The apparent current density of 
chlorine evolution at a potential of 1.15 V, as well as the Tafel slope obtained 
from E–log j dependencies corrected for pseudo-ohmic resistance, and the values 
used for this correction are shown as function of tAST in Fig. 21. Generally, the 
current decreased with tAST, while the Tafel slope and pseudo-ohmic resistance 
increased for both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode, as a result of anode 
deactivation. Similar dependencies were obtained for oxygen evolution from an 
HClO4 solution. 

As can be seen, the current–AST time dependences (Fig. 21a) are similar to 
the anodic C–tAST dependencies (Fig. 20). There was an initial increase in the 
current density with tAST, followed by a decrease as the anodes approach the end 
of their service life. The initial increase was more pronounced for the sol–gel 
prepared anode than for the thermally prepared one, which is opposite to the change 
in capacitance. In addition, an almost three times higher current density was re-
gistered before AST for the anode prepared by thermal decomposition. This be-
havior could be due to the larger number of active sites that participate in the 
O2/Cl2 evolution reaction,45 owing to the wider cracks and pores of the thermally 
prepared anode. 
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Fig. 21. The changes in current density at potential 1.15 VSCE and Tafel slope registered by 
polarization measurements in 0.50 mol dm-3 NaCl, pH 2, (a) and pseudo-ohmic resistance 

used for correction of Tafel dependencies (b), during the accelerated stability test. 
(Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).36 

According to the theory of porous electrodes,45 the overvoltage exponentti-
ally decreases going from the surface toward the bulk of the porous layer. The 
decreasing function depends on the layer morphology. Considering layers of the 
same thickness but of different porosity and/or tortuosity, active sites at different 
distances from the surface are at different overvoltage values. The higher current 
densities registered for the thermally prepared anode before AST means that a 
larger number of inner active sites contribute to the reaction than in the case of 
the sol–gel prepared anode. Since the thermally prepared anode had wider pores 
and cracks, there is a better access of the electrolyte to the inner active sites of the 
thermally prepared anode and an easier release of gas bubbles from the pores and 
cracks. With the sol–gel prepared anode, only the active sites situated at the sur-
face of the coating participate in reaction because of the narrow pores and cracks. 

The increase in current density registered for both the sol–gel and thermally 
prepared anode for tAST = 29.7 h (Fig. 21a) is due to an increase in the coating 
roughness. This initial period should be thus considered as an “opening of the in-
ner coating structure”. Once the inner coating structure is “opened”, progressive 
dissolution of the active Ru species occurs, resulting in a decrease in the total 
number of active sites. For tAST between 30.5 and 30.8 h, the current density for 
the thermally prepared anode decreased considerably, while the sol–gel prepared 
anode maintained the activity registered for tAST = 30.5 h. This indicates a larger 
inner electrochemically active surface area of the sol–gel prepared coating, due to 
the more homogeneously dispersed oxide catalyst within the coating bulk. 

As can be seen in Fig. 21b, the deactivation process during AST was also 
followed by a continuous increase in the pseudo-ohmic resistance within the coat-
ing. Similar values of the pseudo-ohmic resistance were obtained for both the 
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sol–gel and thermally prepared anode during AST, except at the end of the ser-
vice life. For AST times longer than 30.7 h, a more pronounced increase in the 
pseudo-ohmic resistance was registered for the thermally than for the sol–gel pre-
pared anode. 

6.4. Impedance characteristics during the deactivation 
The complex plane plots of the EIS data registered in 1 mol dm–3 HClO4 dur-

ing AST for the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode are shown in Fig. 22 and 
Fig. 23, respectively. The results of a fitting procedure are presented by the lines. 
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Fig. 22. Complex plane plots of the EIS data registered for the sol–gel prepared anode in 

1.0 mol dm-3 HClO4 at a potential of 1.25 VSCE (a and b) during AST and at 0.50 VSCE (c and 
d) before (0 h) and after (31.1 h) of AST; a,c – whole frequency range and b,d – high 

frequency range. (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).36 

A semicircle at low frequencies was registered at a potential of 1.25 V, 
which is associated with charge transfer in the oxygen evolution reaction (Figs. 
22a and 23a), while a capacitive-like response was seen at a potential of 0.50 V 
(Figs. 22c and 23c). As can be seen in Figs. 22b and 23b, the continuous deacti-
vation of both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode during AST is mani-
fested by the appearance of a growing semicircle in the high-frequency domain of 
the complex plane plots. In addition, there are simultaneous changes in the dia-
meter of the low-frequency semicircle (Figs. 22a and 23a). The appearance of a high-
-frequency semicircle and the difference in the EIS data from the low-frequency 
domain, caused by anode deactivation, was also registered at 0.50 V. The similar 
values of the diameters of the high-frequency semicircle registered at different 
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potentials (1.25 and 0.50 V) after the same AST time (31.1 h) mean that the cor-
responding resistance was not due to a charge transfer process. Although the changes 
in EIS behavior during AST are similar for both the sol–gel and thermally pre-
pared anode, the difference in characteristics of the registered semicircles as well 
as in the capacitive behavior at 0.50 V is obvious. 
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Fig. 23. Complex plane plots of EIS data registered for the thermally prepared anode in 
1.0 mol dm-3 HClO4 at a potential of 1.25 VSCE (a and b) during AST and at 0.50 VSCE 

(c and d) before (0 h) and after (31.1 h) AST; a,c – whole frequency range and 
b,d – high frequency range. (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).36 

The complex plane plots of EIS data registered in 0.50 mol dm–3 NaCl, pH 2, 
at a potential of 1.15 V, before and after AST for both the sol–gel and thermally 
prepared anode are shown in Fig. 24. A semicircle is seen before AST in the high- 
-frequency domain, which relates to charge transfer in the chlorine evolution re-
action. At lower frequencies, a straight line follows the semicircle. By fitting pro-
cedure using the Randles–Shevchik equivalent circuit with a constant phase ele-
ment instead of a Warburg element, the values of the n parameter between 0.49 and 
0.55 were obtained. This indicates diffusion limitations to the charge transfer process. 

The diameter of the semicircle registered before AST for the thermally pre-
pared anode was larger in comparison to that for the sol–gel prepared anode (Fig. 
24). This indicates the greater activity of the sol–gel prepared anode for the chlo-
rine evolution reaction, contrary to the higher apparent current density registered 
for the thermally prepared anode by polarization measurements (Fig. 21). This 
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observation supports the conclusion that the higher current densities of the ther-
mally prepared anode were due to the wider pores and cracks of this anode. 
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Fig. 24. Complex plane plots of EIS data registered for the sol–gel (a and b) and thermally 

(c and d) prepared anode in 0.50 mol dm–3 NaCl, pH 2, at the potential 1.15 VSCE 
before (0 h) and after (31.1 h) AST. (Reprinted with permission of Elsevier).36 

As a consequence of anode deactivation, semicircles of considerably larger 
diameters in comparison to those registered before AST are seen in Fig. 24. In 
addition, the semicircles are shifted towards higher frequencies. Semicircles of 
similar diameters were also registered at 0.50 V in NaCl solution after AST (not 
shown), which implies that the semicircle related to charge transfer and that ap-
pearing as a result of anode deactivation are overlapped. In NaCl solution, the re-
sistance related to the high-frequency semicircle after AST is an order of magni-
tude greater than in HClO4 solution (Figs. 22d and 23d), which suggests that this 
resistance refers to the electrolyte in the pores (pore resistance, Rp) of an insu-
lating layer formed on the coating surface during anode deactivation. The ohmic 
resistance, RΩ is also an order of magnitude larger in NaCl solution (e.g., Figs. 
22b and 24b). The sum of RΩ and Rp, as obtained by a fitting procedure46 of the EIS 
data registered in NaCl solution, for the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode 
after AST is 27 and 41 Ω, respectively. These values are very similar to the va-
lues of the pseudo-ohmic resistance used for the correction of the Tafel plots (Fig. 
21b), which confirms that Rp corresponds to the ohmic resistance of the electrolyte. 

The part of the complex plane plots in Fig. 24 related to the diffusion limi-
tations differs for the anodes prepared by the sol–gel procedure and thermal de-
composition, as well as for the anode before and after AST. This means that the 
transport of the reacting species involves diffusion through the electrolyte in the 
coating pores. The diffusion limitations were more pronounced for the sol–gel 
prepared anode than for the thermally prepared one, which indicates the wider 
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pores and cracks of the latter. Due to anode deactivation, the diffusion tails for 
both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode commence at higher frequencies if 
compared to the tails before AST, which indicates that the reacting species reach 
active sites situated deeper in the coating. 

6.4.1. Changes in the capacitive behavior 
The best description of the impedance behavior of the active and deactivated 

coatings at 0.50 V (Figs. 22 and 23) was obtained using a transmission-line equi-
valent electrical circuit (EEC).2 This kind of circuit indicates the capacitive res-
ponses of active sites situated on the outer and inner active surface, similarly to 
Eqs. (2) and (3). For the active (before AST) sol–gel and thermally prepared ano-
de, as well as for the deactivated (after AST) sol–gel prepared coatings, a first- 
-order transmission line was used, RΩ(Qout(Rp(Qin))) (the inscription according 
to ref. 46), where RΩ is the ohmic resistance of the electrolyte, Rp is the pore 
resistance of the coating layer facing the electrolyte, while Qout and Qin are cons-
tant phase elements (CPE) related to the capacitance of the coating outer and in-
ner active surfaces, respectively. 

For the deactivated thermally prepared anode, a second-order transmission 
line EEC was applied to describe the anode impedance behavior at 0.50 V. This 
EEC indicates the separable EIS response of distinctive inner coating layers; hence 
the circuit inscription is RΩ(Qout(Rp(Qin(R’(Qin’))))). R’ is the resistance closely 
related to the pore resistance of the inner layer to which Qin relates, while Qin’ is 
the CPE related to the capacitance of an inner layer placed deeper in the bulk of 
the coating. 

The values of the parameters of the EEC elements are given in Table I. The 
high Rp values obtained for both the sol–gel and thermally prepared active coat-
ings indicate that the active surface of the inner coating is hardly accessible to the 
electrolyte. A lower Rp value was obtained for the thermally prepared anode, 
which supports the conclusion that this anode consisted of wider pores and cracks 
than the sol–gel prepared one, as concluded from the CV and polarization meas-
urements. Considering Qout as the capacitance of the surface layer (n values close 
to 1), values of 7.6 and 5.4 mF cm–2 (per apparent surface area) were calculated 
for the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode, respectively. These values agree 
with those registered by CV for tAST = 0 h (Fig. 20), which confirms the difficult 
electrolyte penetration to the active surface of the inner coating due to narrow 
pores of high Rp values. The sweep rate applied in the CV was rather high for the 
active sites of the inner coating to be seen in the CV response. This is also seen 
from Y0 values of Qin for active coatings, with n values close to 0.5, which indi-
cate that Qin represents not only the capacitive behavior, but also the fre-
quency-dependent diffusion processes in coating pores. Mobility of the ions of 
different radii is different, and can be considerably slower within the pores than 
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in electrolyte bulk.47 This results in the formation of an instant electric micro- 
-field within the pores, which slows down the faster ions and speeds up the slower 
ones. At higher frequencies, the ions cannot follow the fast alternation of poten-
tial, which is seen as a diffusion limitation represented by the values of the n pa-
rameter close to 0.5.48 The value of Y0,in of the Qin element indicates that almost 
one-third of the active sites of the coating are hardly accessible to the electrolyte 
(if Y0,in is compared to Y0,in + Y0,out). 
TABLE I. Parameters of the equivalent electrical circuits used for the description of the 
impedance behavior of the investigated anodes at 0.50 VSCE in 1.0 mol dm-3 HClO4 (Reprin-
ted with permission of Elsevier)36 

Anode prepared by: 
Sol-gel procedure Thermal decomposition Parameter 

Before AST After AST Before AST After AST 
RΩ / Ω 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.4 
Rp / Ω 994 3.9 926 5.2 
R’ / Ω – – – 360 

Y0,out / kΩ-1 sn 6.0 0.12 4.2 0.095 Qout 
n 0.93 0.78 0.93 0.80 
Y0,in / kΩ-1 sn 2.6 1.6 1.7 1.3 Qin 

N 0.66 0.86 0.44 0.83 
Y0,in’ / kΩ-1 sn – – – 1.2 Qin’ 
n – – – 0.40 

ΣC / mF cm–2 11.0 2.2 7.5 3.3 

As the result of deactivation, Rp and Y0 of Qout considerably decreased for 
both the sol–gel and thermally prepared coating (Table I), which is the cones-
quence of the dissolution of Ru species from the outer coating surface. The coat-
ing porosity increased but the number of active sites decreased. A lower Y0 value 
of Qout was obtained after AST for the thermally prepared anode, which implies 
a faster dissolution of Ru species from outer coating surface than in the case of 
the sol–gel prepared anode. For the sol–gel prepared anode, the Y0 of Qin de-
creased, also for the same reason, but the decrease in the Y0 value of Qin for the 
thermally prepared anode was negligible. In addition, the n values of Qin in-
creased after AST for both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode, which sup-
ports the fact that the electrolyte penetrates to the inner active sites of deactivated 
coatings easier than to those of the active coatings. It can be seen that the sum of 
the Y0 values of Qin and Qin’ for the deactivated thermally prepared coating 
(2.5 kΩ–1 sn) is considerably higher than the Y0 value of Qin for the deactivated 
sol–gel prepared coating (1.6 kΩ–1 sn), despite the lower Y0 value of Qin for the 
thermally prepared coating before AST (1.7 kΩ–1 sn). This shows that Ru disso-
lution prevails at the inner active surface of the sol–gel prepared coating, which 
is not the case for the thermally prepared coating. As a consequence, a conside-
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rably greater number of active sites remain on the inner active surface of the ther-
mally prepared coating than on the inner active surface of the sol–gel prepared 
coating. This is also seen from the values of the overall coating capacitance, ΣC, 
given in Table I. The overall capacitance was calculated as the sum of the Y0 
values of Qout, Qin and Qin’, since these elements are in parallel. A larger ΣC 
value was obtained for the sol–gel prepared coating before AST than for the ther-
mally prepared one, but the reverse was obtained after AST. 

The resistance registered after AST for the thermally prepared anode, being 
the sum of Rp and R’ (365 Ω), was considerably greater than the Rp of the sol–gel 
prepared anode (3.5 Ω), although the thermally prepared anode consisted of wider 
pores and cracks. This increased resistance could only be due to an insulating 
TiO2 layer growing in the coating/substrate interphase. 

6.4.2. Pore resistance and charge transfer resistance during deactivation 
The impedance behavior of active coatings at 1.25 V (Figs. 22 and 23) is de-

scribed through the simple EEC RΩ(RctQ), where Rct is the charge transfer re-
sistance and Q is the CPE related to the coating resistance. As the active sites from 
the coating surface dissolve during AST, the EEC should be transformed into 
RΩ(RpQout)(Rct,inQin). The physical meanings assigned to the EEC elements are 
based on the assumption that charge transfer at the deactivated anodes occurs 
mostly at the inner active sites, since the active sites disappeared from the outer 
surface during deactivation. Boodts and coworkers used a similar EEC to simul-
ate the behavior of deactivated oxide coatings of different composition.9,18 

The changes in Rp, Rct (i.e., Rct,in) and the coating capacitance of both the 
sol–gel and thermally prepared anode during AST are given in Fig. 25. The coat-
ing capacitance was calculated with Qout and Qin in series. The changes in the 
coating capacitance are similar to the changes seen in Fig. 20. Since Rp does not 
depend on the anode potential, the Rp value for the active coating was taken from 
the EIS measurements at 0.50 V (Table I). 

The Rct value for the thermally prepared anode is higher than the value ob-
tained for the sol–gel prepared anode, which indicates a higher activity of the lat-
ter. In the AST period below 29.7 h, Rct and Rp considerably decreased. As the 
surface active sites dissolved, the pores and cracks became wider and a larger 
number of active sites from the inner active surface are exposed to the electro-
lyte. The charge transfer resistance is Rct,in, owing to the effect recognized in 
Section 3.3 as the “opening of the inner coating structure”. Once the inner active 
sites are opened for electrolyte penetration, they begin to dissolve, which results 
in the increase in Rct and Rp for the AST period between 29.7 and 30.1 h. In the 
AST period between 30.1 and 31.1 h, the opening of the subsequent inner active 
surface, placed deeper into the bulk of the coating, is seen for sol–gel prepared 
anode as an additional decrease and subsequent increase in Rct, while Rp continu-
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ously increases. This effect was not seen for the thermally prepared anode. The 
significantly greater Rct value after AST (31.1 h) was caused by the increasing 
content of TiO2 in the coating/substrate interphase of this anode during AST. 
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Fig. 25. The change in the pore re-
sistance, Rp, charge-transfer resis-
tance, Rct, (a) and coating capa-
citance, C, (b) during AST for 
RuO2–TiO2/Ti anodes prepared 
by the sol–gel procedure and ther-
mal decomposition. Empty sym-
bols: sol–gel procedure, solid sym-
bols: thermal decomposition. (Re-
printed with permission of Else-
vier).36 

The obtained results show that the first stage in the deactivation mechanism 
for both the sol–gel and thermally prepared anode was Ru dissolution from the 
surface layer of the coating. In the case of the thermally prepared anode, the pa-
rallel progressive oxidation of the Ti substrate occurred in the subsequent stage, 
which additionally enlarged the insulating TiO2 layer in the coating/substrate in-
terphase. For the sol–gel prepared anode, this parallel process was less pronoun-
ced. This difference could explain the fact that the sol–gel prepared anode lasted 
longer in NaCl electrolysis, as was registered earlier, especially when thick coat-
ings are considered.23,28 

6.5. The stability of the ternary RuO2–TiO2–IrO2 coating 

The stability to ATA can be improved by the addition of IrO2, which is be-
lieved to be more stable against dissolution during simultaneous vigorous oxygen 
evolution.17 For this reason, commercial activated titanium anodes, available for 
cathodic protection purposes contain iridium oxide in small amounts, in addition 
to ruthenium and titanium oxide. Particularly, a good activity of ATA in seawater 
is important for their application in cathodic protection. The results of accelerated 
stability test performed in seawater on a ternary and a binary coating are shown 
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in Fig. 26, as the time dependence of the anode potential at a constant current 
density. Since IrO2 is more stable during the simultaneous evolution of oxygen 
and chlorine, the durability of the ternary coating was longer than that of the bi-
nary coating. A tentative explanation for considerably larger stability of the ter-
nary coating could be as follows. The reactions of RuO2 dissolution and oxygen 
evolution proceed in parallel.11 The mechanism for RuO2 dissolution could be: 
 RuO2 + H2O → RuO2−OH + H+ + e− (5) 
 RuO2−OH  RuO3 + H+ + e− (6) 
 RuO3 + H2O  RuO3−OH + H+ + e− (7) 
 RuO3−OH  RuO4+ H+ + e− (8) 
while for the oxygen evolution reaction, the proposed mechanism11 suggests that 
Steps (7) and (8) should be replaced by: 
 2RuO3  2RuO2 + O2 (9) 

The Steps (5) and (6) are the same for the two mechanisms, with the forma-
tion of RuO2−OH, Step (5), as the rate-determining step. The species in the sub-
sequent Steps (7)–(9) decompose giving either oxygen or RuO4, which is soluble 
in acid solutions. However, when IrO2 is present in the coating, oxygen evolution 
occurs mainly at the IrO2 active sites. This hinders the decomposition reactions 
on the RuO2 active sites and considerably extends the service life of the coating. 

Fig. 26. Time dependences of the po-
tential of the sol–gel anodes with ternary 
and binary coating during the accelerated 
stability test in seawater at a current density 
of 0.60 A cm-2.37 

CONCLUSIONS 

The results obtained in investigations of activated titanium anodes prepared 
by the inorganic sol–gel procedure are reviewed. Microscopic investigations of 
oxide sols and coatings showed that the ageing time of the sols defines the coat-
ing morphology and, consequently, the electrochemical behavior of a coating. 
Better electrochemical characteristics, including anode stability in electrolysis, was 
registered for a combination of small RuO2 and large TiO2 particles. 
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Anode deactivation is manifested by an increased coating resistance and by a 
deceased electrochemically active surface area. The increase in the coating resis-
tance is more pronounced for traditional thermally prepared coatings, while sol– 
–gel prepared coatings show a more pronounced decrease in the electrochemi-
cally active surface area. The initial increase in coating resistance is caused by 
the dissolution of Ru species from the coating surface facing the electrolyte, 
which restricts the coating activity to the active sites of the inner coating. For the 
thermally prepared anode, there is additional increase in coating resistance due to 
the enlargement of an insulating TiO2-rich layer in the coating/substrate inter-
phase. This enlargement is considerably less pronounced during the deactivation 
of sol–gel prepared anodes. Thus, the main cause for deactivation of a thermally 
prepared anode is a TiO2 layer in the interphase, while the dissolution of a Ru 
species prevails in the deactivation process of sol–gel prepared coatings, which 
makes the coating surface layers enriched in TiO2. 

Investigations of a ternary, sol–gel prepared RuO2–TiO2–IrO2 coating on ti-
tanium showed that it has similar basic electrochemical properties as a binary 
RuO2–TiO2 coating. However, the results of an accelerated stability test on the 
binary and ternary coating showed that the ternary coating was considerably 
more stable during exploitation in seawater than the binary one. This is the con-
sequence of the greater stability of IrO2 under vigorous oxygen and chlorine evo-
lution in comparison to RuO2. This fact makes the ternary coating a better can-
didate as the anode in real applications for cathodic protection. 
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И З В О Д  

ТИТАНСКЕ АНОДЕ АКТИВИРАНЕ ОКСИДНОМ ПРЕВЛАКОМ 
ДОБИЈЕНОМ СОЛ–ГЕЛ ПОСТУПКОМ 

ВЛАДИМИР В. ПАНИЋ1 и БРАНИСЛАВ Ж. НИКОЛИЋ2 
1IHTM – Centar za elektrohemiju, Wego{eva 12, Beograd i 2Tehnolo{ko–metalur{ki fakultet, 

Karnegijeva 4, Beograd 

У раду је дат је преглед својстава активираних титанских анода, RuO2–TiO2/Ti и RuO2–
–TiO2–IrO2/Ti, добијених сол–гел поступком од неорганских оксидних солова. RuO2 и TiO2 
солови добијени су форсираном хидролизом одговарајућих хлорида метала у киселој сре-
дини. Морфологија добијених солова испитивана је трансмисионом електронском микро-
скопијом. Хемијски сатав RuO2 сола испитиван је дифракцијом x-зрака и термогравиметриј-
ском анализом. Механизам губитка електрокаталитичке активности RuO2–TiO2/Ti анода ис-
питиван је праћењем промена електрохемијских својстава аноде у реакцијама издвајања хло-
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ра и кисеоника, као и на потенцијалу отвореног кола, током деградације аноде. Ове електро-
хемијске карактеристике аноде испитиване су методама цикличне волтаметрије, спектроско-
пије електрохемијске импеданције и поларизационим мерењима. Промене у електрохемиј-
ским својствима аноде добијене сол–гел поступком поређене су са променама које су регис-
троване за RuO2–TiO2/Ti аноду добијену традиционалним поступком термичке разградње 
хлорида метала. На основу ових испитивања произилази да је основни узрок губитка елек-
трокаталитичке активности аноде добијене сол–гел поступком електрохемијско растварање 
RuO2, док је узрок деградације аноде добијене термичком разградњом раст непроводног 
TiO2 слоја у међуфази превлака/титанска подлога. Резултати убрзаног теста стабилности 
RuO2–TiO2/Ti и RuO2–TiO2–IrO2/Ti аноде показују да је тројна превлака знатно стабилнија 
од двојне, због веће стабилности оксида иридијума у поређењу са оксидом рутенијума. 

(Примљено 3. марта, ревидирано 2. септембра 2008) 

REFERENCES 
1. S. Trasatti, in Interfacial Electrochemistry – Theory, Experiment and Applications, A. 

Wieckowski, (Ed.), Marcel Dekker Inc., New York, 1999, p. 769. 
2. B. Conway, Electrochemical Supercapacitors – Scientific Fundamentals and Technolo-

gical Applications, Plenum Publishers, New York, 1999, p. . 
3. T. Jow, J. Zheng, J. Electrochem. Soc. 145 (1998) 49 
4. M. Ramani, B. Haran, R. White, B. Popov, J. Electrochem. Soc. 148 (2001) A374 
5. 5D. Rolison, P. Hagans, K. Swider, J. Long, Langmuir 15 (1999) 774 
6. 6K.-W. Park, B.-K. Kwon, J.-H. Choi, In-Su Park, Y.-M. Kim, Y.-E. Sung, J. Power 

Sources 109 (2002) 439 
7. S. Trasatti, Electrochim. Acta 36 (1991) 225 
8. V. A. Alves, L. A. Silva, J. F. C. Boodts, J. Appl. Electrochem. 28 (1998) 899 
9. L. M. Da Silva, L. A. De Faria, J. F. C. Boodts, J. Electroanal. Chem. 532 (2002) 141 

10. V. M. Jovanović, A. Dekanski, P. Despotov, B. Ž. Nikolić, R. T. Atanasoski, J. 
Electroanal. Chem. 339 (1992) 147 

11. Lj. M. Gajić-Krstajić, T. Lj. Trišović, N. V. Krstajić, Corr. Sci. 46 (2004) 65 
12. G. N. Martelli, R. Ornelas, G. Faita, Electrochim. Acta 39 (1994) 1551 
13. F. Beck, Electrochim. Acta 34 (1992) 811 
14. J.-M. Hu, J.-Q. Zhang, C.-N. Cao, Inter. J. Hydrogen Ener. 29 (2004) 791 
15. V. V. Gorodetskii, V. A. Neburchilov, V. I. Alyab’eva, Russ. J. Electrochem. 41 (2005) 1111 
16. T.-X. Cai, H. Chen, H. Ju, L.-N. Lu, Corr. Potection 27 (2006) 522 
17. M. G. Pavlović, A. B. Dekanski, J. Solid State Electrochem. 1 (1997) 208 
18. T. A. F. Lassali, J. F. C. Boodts, L. O. S. Bulhões, J. Appl. Electrochem. 30 (2000) 625 
19. V. V. Panić, A. B. Dekanski, S. K. Milonjić, V. B. Mišković-Stanković, B. Ž. Nikolić, 

Russ. J. Electrochem. 42 (2006) 1173 
20. V. V. Panić, A. B. Dekanski, S. K. Milonjić, V. B. Mišković-Stanković, B. Ž. Nikolić, J. 

Serb. Chem. Soc. 71 (2006) 1173 
21. V. V. Panić, T. R. Vidaković, A. B. Dekanski, V. B. Mišković-Stanković, B. Ž. Nikolić, 

J. Electroanal. Chem. 609 (2007) 120 
22. V. Panić, T. Vidaković, S. Gojković, A. Dekanski, S. Milonjić, B. Nikolić, Electrochim. 

Acta 48 (2003) 3805 
23. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, S. Milonjić, R. Atanasoski, B. Nikolić, Electrochim. Acta 46 

(2000) 415 



1112 PANIĆ and NIKOLIĆ 

 

24. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, S. Milonjić, R. Atanasoski, B. Nikolić, Mater. Sci. Forum 352 
(2000) 117 

25. J. P. Zheng, T. R. Jow, J. Electrochem. Soc. 142 (1995) L6 
26. J. Zhang, D. Jiang, B. Chen, J. Zhu, L. Jiang, H. Fang, J. Electrochem. Soc. 

148 (2001) A1362 
27. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, G. Wang, M. Fedoroff, S. Milonjić, B. Nikolić, J. Colloid 

Interface Sci. 263 (2003) 68 
28. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, S. Milonjić, R. Atanasoski, B. Nikolić, Colloids Surfaces A 

157 (1999) 269 
29. A. De Battisti, G. Lodi, M. Cappadonia, G. Battaglin, R. Kötz, J. Electrochem. Soc. 136 

(1989) 2596 
30. M. Guglielmi, P. Colombo, V. Rigoto, G. Battaglin, A. Boscolo-Boscoletto, A. De 

Battisti, J. Electrochem. Soc. 139 (1992) 1655 
31. K. Komeyama, S. Shohji, S. Onoue, K. Hishimura, K. Zahikozawa, Y. Takasu, J. 

Electrochem. Soc. 140 (1993) 1034 
32. F. I. Mattos-Costa, P. de Lima-Neto, S. A. S. Machado, L. A. Avaca, Electrochim. Acta 

44 (1998) 1515 
33. S. Ardizzone, S. Trasatti, Adv. Colloid Interface Sci. 64 (1996) 173 
34. V. V. Panić, A. B. Dekanski, V. B. Mišković-Stanković, S. K. Milonjić, B. Ž. Nikolić, J. 

Serb. Chem. Soc. 68 (2003) 979 
35. L. M. Da Silva, L. A. De Faria, J. F. C. Boodts, Electrochim. Acta 47 (2001) 395 
36. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, V. B. Mišković-Stanković, S. Milonjić, B. Nikolić, J. Electroanal. 

Chem. 579 (2005) 67 
37. V. V. Panić, B. Ž. Nikolić, J. Serb. Chem. Soc. 72 (2007) 1393 
38. L. A. De Faria, J. F. C. Boots, S. Trasatti, Electrochim. Acta 42 (1997) 3525 
39. E. Matijević, M. Budnik, L. Meites, J. Colloid Interface Sci. 61 (1977) 352 
40. F. I. Mattos-Costa, P. de Lima-Neto, S. A. S. Machado, L. A. Avaca, Electrochim. Acta 

44 (1998) 1515 
41. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, V. Mišković-Stanković, B. Nikolić, S. Milonjić, Mater. Manu-

facturing Proc. 20 (2005) 89 
42. Y. Murakami, T. Kondo, Y. Shimoda, H. Kaji, K. Yahikozawa, Y. Takasu, J. Alloys 

Comp. 239 (1996) 111 
43. Y. Takasu, T. Arikawa, K. Yanase, X.-G. Zhang, Y. Murakami, J. Alloys Comp. 261 

(1997) 172 
44. V. Panić, A. Dekanski, S. Milonjić, R. Atanasoski, B. Nikolić, J. Serb. Chem. Soc. 

65 (2000) 649 
45. Yu. Chizmadzev, Yu. Chirkov, in Comprehensive Threatise of Electrochemistry Vol. 6, 

E. Yeager, J. Bockris, B. Conway, S. Sarangapani, (Eds.), Plenum press, New York, 
1983, Ch. 5. 

46. B. Boucamp, Equivalent Circuit (EQUIVCRT.PAS) Users Manual, University Twente, 
Enschede, the Netherlands, 1989 

47. V. B. Mišković-Stanković, J. B. Zotović, Z. Kačarević-Popović, M. D. Maksimović, 
Electrochim. Acta 44 (1999) 4269 

48. W. H. Mulder, J. H. Sluyters, T. Pajkossy, L. Nyikos, J. Electroanal. Chem. 285 (1990) 103. 



 
J. Serb. Chem. Soc. 73 (11) 1113–1122 (2008) UDC 546.193+547.461.2:543.555:541.132.3 
JSCS–3790  Original scientific paper 

doi: 10.2298/JSC0811113O 
1113 

Conductometric and pH metric investigations of the 
oxalic acid and NaAsO2 reaction 

MIRJANA V. OBRADOVIĆ1, SLAVICA M. SUNARIĆ2*, 
SNEŽANA S. MITIĆ1 and DRAGAN S. VESELINOVIĆ3# 

1Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, University of Niš, 
Višegradska 33, P.O. Box 224, 2Faculty of Medicine, Department of Pharmacy, University of 

Niš, Bulevar dr Zorana Djindjića 81 and 3Faculty of Physical Chemistry, 
University of Belgrade, P.O. Box 550, Serbia 

(Received 10 January, revised 15 May 2008) 

Abstract: The reaction between NaAsO2 and oxalic acid was studied by pH-met-
ric and conductometric measurements, applying the methods of continual va-
riation and pH-metric and conductometric titration. It was found that oxalic 
acid forms a complex anion of the type [AsOC2O4]-. The relative stability cons-
tant of the complex at ionic strengths, I, of 0.10 (log Kr = 4.70), 0.20 (log Kr = 
= 4.51), 0.50 (log Kr = 4.24) and 0 (log 0

rK = 5.05) and thermodynamic para-
meters were calculated using the data obtained by pH-metric measurements at 
25.0±0.1 °C (∆H = 10.5 kJ mol-1, ∆G = –29.0 kJ mol-1, ∆S = 133 J mol-1 K-1). 

Keywords: arsenic(III); oxalic acid; complex; conductometry; pH-metry. 

INTRODUCTION 

Literature data are available for Mo(VI) and W(VI) complexes, i.e., com-
plexes of a metal in the form of an oxyanion, with different monobasic acids 
(HAc), such as formic, acetic, propionic and ascorbic.1–3 The ligand to metal ra-
tio in these complexes, [WO3Ac2]2– and [MoO3Ac2]2–, is 2:1. With oxalic acid, 
Na2WO4 and Na2MoO4 form [WO3C2O4]2– and [MoO3C2O4]2– complexes, res-
pectively.4 Tetracycline (H3TC) forms the complexes [WO3(HTC)]2–, [WO3(H2TC)2]– 
and [MoO3(H2TC)2]2– in the reaction with Na2WO4 and Na2MoO4.5 Also, Na2HAsO4 
forms a complex with oxalic acid which has the formula [HAsO3C2O4]2– and a 
relative stability constant of log K = 5.50 at an ionic strength I = 0 and 25 °C.6 
With monobasic acids (HAc), i.e., formic, acetic and propionic acid, NaAsO2 
forms [AsOAc2]– complexes.7 With the carbonate ion, it forms the [As(OH)2CO3]– 
complex, starting from the As(OH)3 form of the As(III) acid.8 
                                                                                                                    

* Corresponding author. E-mail: ssunaric@medfak.ni.ac.yu 
# Serbian Chemical Society member. 
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All the above-cited results were obtained by pH and conductometric measu-
rements and methods, as in this work. 

However, no literature data exist on the complex formed between NaAsO2 
and oxalic acid.  

According to literature data,9,10 different forms of As(III) acids exist in aque-
ous solutions, i.e., H3AsO3, HAsO2, As(OH)3, AsO(OH) and H3[As(OH)6]. The 
acids of As(III) have not been isolated as pure acids, liquid or solid. The disso-
ciation constant of arsenite acid in the form of HAs(OH)4 or HAsO2, at 25 °C and 
the ionic strength I = 0, is pK1 = 9.22, 9.08 or 9.3, depending on the author.10 The 
theoretical calculated dissociation constant of HAsO2 is pK1 = 10.01 at 25 °C.11 
According to new data, pK1 for H3AsO3 is 9.22 or 9.25 at 25 °C.12 In alkaline 
solution, the m-arsenite ion, −

2AsO , is present.9 

The dissociation constants of H2C2O4 are K1 = 5.6×10–2 and K2 = 5.4×10–5 

at 25 °C and ionic strength I = 0.13 
The aim of the present work was to investigate behavior of the NaAsO2–oxa-

lic acid system, in which As is trivalent. The inorganic forms of arsine are more 
toxic than its complex organic compounds, especially the trivalent form-arsenite. 
Arsenic compounds are present in the environment and in biological systems. For 
most humans, the greatest single exposure source is through food and water. Oxalic 
acid and oxalates are present in many plants and vegetables. Therefore, studies of 
reaction of arsenic compounds with oxalic acid can help in the understanding of 
the biogeochemistry, toxicity and metabolism of arsenic compounds. 

EXPERIMENTAL 
Apparatus 

A Jenko pH-meter 6071, calibrated with Sigma buffers of pH 7.00 and pH 4.00, was 
used for the pH measurements. The conductivity was measured using a Hanna Instruments 
conductometer. The solutions were thermostated using a Sutjeska thermostat with temperature 
regulation ±0.1 °C. 
Reagents and solutions 

The oxalic acid (H2C2O4·2H2O, Lafoma) solutions (0.20 mol dm-3) were standardized by 
potentiometric titration with NaOH. The concentrations of the NaAsO2 (Merck) solution 
(0.040 mol dm-3) were determined gravimetrically. The NaCl solutions (2.5 mol dm-3) were 
prepared by dissolving the required amount of dry NaCl (Merck). All reagents were of p.a. 
quality. The deionized water was used for preparation of the solutions. 

For the determination of the composition of the complex using the Job method and by 
pH metric and conductometric measurements, solutions of NaAsO2 and H2C2O4 of initial 
concentration 0.020 mol dm-3 were prepared. 

NaCl solutions of initial concentrations 2.5, 0.50 and 0.10 mol dm-3 were employed for 
maintaining the ionic strength of the solutions constant during the pH measurement. 

For the pH-metric and conductometric titrations, H2C2O4 and NaAsO2 solutions of initial 
concentration 0.20 and 0.020 mol dm-3, respectively, were used. 
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Measurements 
For the conductometric and pH-metric titrations, a series of experimental solutions in 

volumetric flasks were made. Each of the solutions contained an aliquot of 0.20 mol dm-3 

H2C2O4 and 25 cm3 of 0.020 mol dm-3 NaAsO2. Deionized water was added to obtain a total 
volume of 50 cm3. 

The compositions of the complex formed from oxalic acid and NaAsO2 was determined 
by the Job method15 using the pH-metric and conductometric measurements described in pre-
vious papers.4,6,7 

The base of these methods is the reaction of complex formation in which H of the ligand 
is a direct component of the reaction, as in the case of the oxalate complex with Na2HAsO4, 
i.e., with 2

4HAsO -: 

 2
4HAsO - + 2H+ + 2

42OC - → HAsO3
2
42OC - + H2O (1) 

which was cited in previously papers.1,2,4-7 In this reaction, the change of the H+ concentration, 
i.e., pH, is a measure of the amount of formed complex. Also, a change of the solution con-
ductivity is caused by a concentration change of the very mobile H+, as well as of other ions, 
i.e., the conductivity change is also a measure of the amount of complex formed.4,6,7 Since in 
the reaction solution all the present H+ exert an influence on the pH and on the conductivity, 
together with all the other ions present, the change of pH and of conductivity during Reaction 
(1) can be calculated using measurements of pH and conductivity of the following three 
solution systems: 

a) x cm3 of the initial H2C2O4 solution and (50 – x) cm3 of the initial NaAsO2 solution, 
b) x cm3 of the initial H2C2O4 solution and (50 – x) cm3 of water and 
c) (50 – x) cm3 of the initial NaAsO2 solution and x cm3 of water. 
In the series of solutions a, b and c, x was varied from 5 to 45 cm3. In order to calculate 

the relative stability constant of the complex, the experiments were performed at different 
ionic strengths. Measuring the pH values of the solutions for ionic strengths of 0.10, 0.20 and 
0.50 mol dm-3, Job curves were constructed. The initial solutions of NaAsO2 and H2C2O4 
were 4.0×10-2 mol dm-3and that of NaCl 0.50, 1.0 and 2.5 mol dm-3, for the preparation of 
solutions with ionic strengths 0.10, 0.20 and 0.50 mol dm-3, respectively. Three series of solu-
tions systems were made: 

d) x cm3 H2C2O4, 10 cm3 NaCl and (25 – x) cm3 NaAsO2, 
e) x cm3 H2C2O4, 10 cm3 NaCl and (25 – x) cm3 water and 
f) (x + 15) cm3 water, 10 cm3 NaCl and (25 – x) cm3 NaAsO2. 
In these solutions, x was varied from 2.5 to 22.5 cm3 and deionized water was added to a 

final volume of 50 cm3. 
The pH and conductivity were measured after thermostating the solutions for 24 h at 25 °C. 

Also the pH values were measured for solutions with I = 0.10 mol dm-3, at 20 and 30 °C, to 
determine the thermodynamic parameters of complex formation. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results given in Table I show that the solutions of the mixtures of 
NaAsO2 and H2C2O4 (a) have higher pH values than the corresponding H2C2O4 
solutions (b), analogous to reactions with other complexing agents, as well as 
oxalate, as explained in previous papers4,6,7 and Reaction (1). The decrease in 
the H+ concentration can be ascribed to the following reaction: 
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 Na+ + −
2AsO  + 2H+ + 2

42OC – → Na+ + [AsOC2O4]– + H2O (2) 

A reaction occurs between 2
42OC –, −

2AsO  and H+. This reaction can 
develop as a third-order reaction, but it is more probable that it develops as two 
second-order reactions. 
TABLE I. pH and conductivity (χ) values of the solution mixtures: NaAsO2 and H2C2O4 (a), 
H2C2O4 and H2O (b) and NaAsO2 and H2O (c). Concentrations of the stock solutions: 
c(H2C2O4) = c([NaAsO2) = 2×10-2 mol dm-3. Total volume: 50 cm3; t = 25.0±0.1 °C 

Solution 
a b c V / cm3* 

pH χ / mS cm-1 pH χ / mS cm-1 pH χ / mS cm-1 
5 9.51 1.31 2.80 0.69 10.35 1.29 
10 9.01 1.27 2.59 1.30 10.26 1.14 
15 8.12 1.20 2.38 1.95 10.20 0.97 
20 4.12 1.07 2.29 2.51 10.17 0.80 
25 3.15 1.05 2.20 3.09 10.10 0.71 
30 2.71 1.74 2.14 3.61 10.02 0.58 
35 2.49 2.58 2.09 4.11 9.91 0.40 
40 2.37 3.45 2.04 4.62 9.86 0.30 
45 2.29 3.97 1.99 5.28 9.69 0.15 
*Volume of the oxalic acid solution for mixtures a and b, and volume of deionized water for mixture c 

The decrease in the H+ concentration is proportional, according to Eq. (2), to 
the quantity of the formed complex and was calculated using the equation: 
 ∆c(H+) = ca(H+) – (cb(H+) + cc(H+)) (3) 
where ca(H+), cb(H+) and cc(H+) are the H+ concentrations in solutions a, b and 
c, respectively. 

The change in conductivity, ∆χ, due to the formed H2O was calculated 
according to the equation: 
 ∆χ = χa – (χb + χc) (4) 
where χa, χb and χc are the conductivity of solutions a, b and c, respectively. 

The dependencies of ∆c(H+) and ∆χ on the mole fraction of H2C2O4 (x) are 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively. The Job curves have a maximum at x = 0.5, 
which indicates the formation of a complex in which the 2

42OC –: −
2AsO  ratio is 

1:1. This result is in agreement with Eq. (2). The results obtained for complexes 
with monobasic acids (HAc) and NaAsO2 in the literature,7 indicate the for-
mation of complexes in which molar ratio NaAsO2:HAc is 1:2. In the case that 
only the neutralization reaction occurs: 
 NaAsO2 + HAc → HAsO2 + Na+ + Ac– (5) 
the molar ratio for monobasic acids, NaAsO2:HAc, must be 1:1 and for dibasic 
acid, such as oxalic, NaAsO2:H2C2O4, 1:0.5. 
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Fig. 1. Job curve obtained by 
pH-metric measurements. 

 
Fig. 2. Job curve obtained by 
conductometric measurements. 

The results of the conductometric titration (Fig. 3) are in agreement with those 
obtained using the Job curve. An expressed equivalence point at the molar ratio 

2
42OC –:NaAsO2 of 1:1 was obtained, indicating the formation of the AsO −

42OC  
complex. 

Second, not expressive, equivalent point which can be observed on the con-
ductometric titration curve (Fig. 3) corresponds to the NaAsO2:H2C2O4 = 2:1 
molar ratio. The 2:1 molar ratio corresponds to an existence an acid–base reaction: 

 2Na+ + 2 −
2AsO  + 2H+ + 2

42OC – → 2HAsO2 + 2
42OC – + 2Na+ (6) 

i.e., the neutralization reaction; it is dominant in excess NaAsO2 but negligible in 
excess H2C2O4, due to complex formation. 

Fig. 3. Conductometric titration 
of 2.0×10-2 mol dm-3 NaAsO2 
(25 cm3) with 2.0×10-1 mol dm-3 
H2C2O4. 
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The conductometric titration curve which shows a slight increase in the con-
ductivity of the solution up to the first equivalence point (Voxalic acid = 1.25 cm3), 
corresponding to the formation of the weakly dissociated arsenite acid, indicates 
the occurrence of this reaction. Since the NaAsO2 salt was used, it is more likely 
that Reaction (6) occurs with HAsO2. 

The decrease in conductivity until the second equivalence point is a conse-
quence of the formation of the [AsOC2O4]– complex, because the number of ions 
before and after the addition of oxalic acid remains practically the same, while 
the mobility of [AsOC2O4]– is smaller than that of −

2AsO . After the second equi-
valence point, the conductivity of the solution increases because of the surplus 
H2C2O4. If only the acid–base reaction had occurred, the conductivity of the so-
lution would have started to increase immediately after the first equivalence point. 
The reaction of complex formation (Eq. (2)) is independent of the form of the 
arsenite acid.9,10 

On the basis of the above discussion, it can be concluded that arsenite acid is 
formed when there is more NaAsO2 than H2C2O4, whereas a complex formation 
reaction occurs with increasing acid/arsenite ratio. 

A pH-metric titration curve of a solution of NaAsO2 with a solution of H2C2O4 
is shown in Fig. 4. The equivalence point on the curve occurs when the ratio 
NaAsO2:H2C2O4 is 2:1, which indicates the formation of arsenite acid. This 
means that, in addition to the complex formation reaction, a neutralization reac-
tion also occurs. This reaction was also evidenced by the results of the conduc-
tometric titration. 

Fig. 4. pH-metric titration of 
2.0×10-2 mol dm-3 NaAsO2 
(25 cm3) with 0.20 mol dm-3 
H2C2O4. 

The absence of a second equivalence point, corresponding to complex for-
mation, indicate that the second dissociation constant of H2C2O4, k2, and the 
equilibrium constant, Ke, of the complex reaction have similar values, resulting 
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in a relatively long slope of the titration curve after the well-formed first equi-
valence point (Fig. 4). 

Using the calculation method from previous papers7,14,16–18 and the data ob-
tained by pH measurements in solutions with a molar ratio H2C2O4:NaAsO2 ≥ 1 
(pH ≤ 2.9), the relative stability constant of the complex was calculated using 
Eqs. (7)–(12) for different values of the ionic strength, regulated by the corres-
ponding addition of a NaCl solution. 

The equilibrium constant of the Reaction (2) is: 

 2
2

r22
422

242
e

)H(
)OH(

)H()OC()AsO(
)OH()OAsOC(

++−−

−
==

c
cK

ccc
ccK  (7) 

where Kr is the relative stability constant of the 1:1 complex ([AsOC2O4]–). 
The relative stability constant was calculated according to the equations for 

the total metal, ligand and H+ concentrations and for the dissociation constants of 
the ligand: 

 c0(H2C2O4) = c(H2C2O4) + c(H −
42OC ) + c( 2

42OC –) + c(AsO −
42OC ) (8) 
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The total stoichiometric concentrations are marked by the subscript “0”. 
The dissociation of HAsO2 was neglected since the reaction of complex for-

mation occurs between the arsenite oxygen and the oxalate ion, according to Eq. (2). 
The equilibrium constant, Ke, according Eq. (7), depends of the H+ concen-

tration and can be calculated for the corresponding pH value. 
The H+ activity factor was calculated using the equation: 

 ⎟
⎟
⎠

⎞
⎜
⎜
⎝
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−

+
=−

±
I

I
Izf z 2.0

1
509.0log 2  (13) 

for the employed ionic strength, I. 
The H+ concentration was calculated from the pH and the H+ activity factor 

and used for the calculation of the concentration of the corresponding ions and of 
the complex relative stability constant for three ionic strengths. On the basis of 
the average values of Kr, acquired from 5 repeated measurements at the given 
ionic strength of the solutions, on the temperature 25±0.1 °C, the relative stability 
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constant of the complex at I = 0, 0r,K , was graphically determined using the 
equation: 

 log Kr = log 0r,K  – S cI  (15) 

The obtained results are given in Table II (log 0r,K  = 5.05). 
TABLE II. The average values of relative stability constants of the [AsOC2O4]- complex for 
different values of the ionic strength, I; t = 25±0.1 °C ; pH ≤ 2.9; SD: standard deviation 

I ( rK ±SD)×104
 log rK  

0.10 4.99±0.08 4.70 
0.20 3.22±0.07 4.51 
0.50 1.74±0.04 4.24 

In order to determine the thermodynamic parameters of the complex, mea-
surements of the pH of the solutions in which the NaAsO2:H2C2O4 ratio was 1:1 
were made to make complex formation dominant. The thermodynamic parame-
ters of the complex were calculated from the values of relative stability constants 
at 293, 298, and 303 K as the average value of three measurements. At constant 
ionic strength of 0.10 these values are ∆H = 10.5 kJ mol–1, ∆S = 133 J mol–1 K–1 
and ∆G = –29.0 kJ mol–1 (298 K). 

The obtained results are given in Table III and Fig. 5. 
TABLE III. The average values of thermodynamic parameters for the complex reaction 
obtained from three measurements; c(H2C2O4) = c(NaAsO2) = 4.0×10-2 mol dm-3, I = 0.10 

T / K ∆G / kJ mol-1 ∆H / kJ mol-1 ∆S / J mol-1 K-1 
293 –28.2 10.5 132 
298 –29.0 10.5 133 
303 –29.8 10.5 133 

 

Fig. 5. Temperature dependence of the logarithm of the 
relative stability constant. 
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The obtained values for log Kr can be compared to the corresponding values 
for oxalate complexes of W(VI) (log Kr 7.52 and 6.45 at pH 4.55 and 5.55, 
respectively),4 Mo(VI) (log Kr 7.29 and 5.60 at pH 4.55 and pH 5.48, 
respectively)4 and As(V) (log Kr 4.85 and 4.56 at pH 3.07 and 2.97, 
respectively).6 Since there is no significant difference in the log Kr values, it may 
be concluded that the interaction of the oxygen from the oxy anions and the H+ 
ion from the acid has a greater influence on the reaction than the type of metal in 
the oxy anion. 

И З В О Д  

КОНДУКТОМЕТРИЈСКА И pH-МЕТРИЈСКА ИСПИТИВАЊА 
РЕАКЦИЈЕ ОКСАЛНЕ КИСЕЛИНЕ И NaAsO2 

МИРЈАНА В. ОБРАДОВИЋ1, СЛАВИЦА М. СУНАРИЋ2, СНЕЖАНА С. МИТИЋ1 и ДРАГАН С. ВЕСЕЛИНОВИЋ3 
1Odsek za hemiju, Prirodno–matemati~ki fakultet, Vi{egradska 33/224,Ni{, 

2Odsek za farmaciju, Medicinski fakultet, Bulevar dr Zorana \in|i}a 81, Ni{ i 
3Fakultet za fizi~ky hemiju, p. pr. 550, Beograd 

Rеакција NаAsO2 са оксалном киселином испитана је мерењем pH и проводљивости, 
методом континуалне варијације и pH-метријским и кондуктометријским титрацијама. Nађе-
но је да оксална киселина гради комплекс [AsOC2O4]-. Nа основу pH-метријских мерења 
израчуната је релативна константа стабилности комплекса на 25±0.1 °C при јонским јачи-
нама од 0,10 (log Kr = 4,70), 0,20 (log Kr = 4,51), 0,50 (log Kr = 4,24) и 0 (log Kr,0 = 5,05), као и 
термодинамички параметри реакције комплексирања на 25±0,1 °C (∆H = 10,5 kJ mol-1, ∆G = 
= –29,0 kJ mol-1, ∆S = 133 J mol-1 K-1). 

(Примљено 10. јануара, ревидирано 15. маја 2008) 
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Abstract: The fabrication of microstructured surfaces using biological tem-
plates was investigated with the aim of exploring of a facile and low cost ap-
proach for the fabrication of structured surfaces with superhydrophobic proper-
ties. Two soft lithographic techniques, i.e., replica moulding and nano-imprint-
ing, were used to replicate the surfaces of a biological substrate. Leaves of the 
Agave plant (Agave attenuate), a cost-free biological template, were used as a 
model of a biosurface with superhydrophobic properties. The replication pro-
cess was performed using two polymers: an elastomeric polymer, poly(dime-
thylsiloxane) (PDMS), and a polyurethane (PU) based, UV-curable polymer 
(NOA 60). In the first replication step, negative polymer replicas of the surface 
of leaves were fabricated, which were used as masters to fabricate positive po-
lymer replicas by moulding and soft imprinting. The pattern with micro and na-
nostructures of the surface of the leaf possesses superhydrophobic properties, 
which was successfully replicated into both polymers. Finally, the positive re-
plicas were coated with a thin gold film and modified with self-assembled mo-
nolayers (SAMs) to verify the importance of the surface chemistry on the hy-
drophobic properties of the fabricated structures. Wetting (contact angle) and 
structural (light microscopy and scanning electron microscopy) characterisation 
was performed to confirm the hydrophobic properties of the fabricated surfaces 
(> 150°), as well as the precision and reproducibility of the replication process. 

Keywords: superhydrophobic surfaces; lotus-effect; replica moulding; nano-im-
printing; Agave attenuate. 

INTRODUCTION 

The fabrication of three-dimensional (3-D) nanostructured materials exhibit-
ing well-defined and controllable nanometre-scale features is one of the greatest 
challenges that has faced chemists and materials scientists in last two decades.1 A 
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wide range of very expensive fabrication techniques have been developed in the 
microelectronics industry, including deep and extreme UV photolithography, phase 
shift photolithography, electron beam writing, focused ion beam lithography and 
X-ray lithography.2 To broaden the accessibility and diversify the capability of 
nanofabrication techniques, alternative, simple and cost-effective techniques, such 
as imprint lithography, soft lithography, capillary force lithography and polymer 
transfer printing, have been developed.3–4 In particular, soft lithography, which is 
based on a soft polymer mould, such as poly(dimethylsiloxane) (PDMS), has been 
widely adopted for transferring patterns onto various surfaces and for the easy 
replication of complex nanostructures (replica moulding) with a variety proper-
ties. It has also been applied in the manufacture of electronic and microfluidic 
devices, optics and biosensors.5–6 

Wettability is one of the fundamental properties of solid surfaces and con-
trolling the wetting of surfaces is an important problem relevant to daily life, agri-
culture, industry and fundamental research.7–9 It is generally accepted that super-
hydrophobic and self-cleaning properties are based on the hierarchical roughness 
of the surface on a micro and nano scale, combined with the chemistry of low 
surface energy compounds.10–12 Water forms spherical droplets on such surfaces 
with a high contact angle (> 150°), and can easily roll of the surface taking with 
it dust particles.1,10,13 Fabrications of synthetic superhydrophobic surfaces based 
on polymers, metals, metal oxides, carbon nanotubes and waxes, which mimic 
the properties of “lotus” surface, have been reported in recent years.8,14–18 
Electrochemical oxidation, chemical etching, chemical and electrochemical depo-
sition, plasma etching, plasma deposition, laser ablation, chemical vapour depo-
sition (CVD) and sol–gel processing were the techniques commonly employ-
ed.14,19–21 The general approach of these methods was the fabrication of micro- 
to nano-structured surfaces combined with chemistry to decrease the surface ener-
gy. However, processing through many of these methods is expensive, time con-
suming, with problems of structural instability, difficulty in the control the for-
mation of the structure and complexity of scale up. 

Biological materials and processes are a relatively new source of inspiration 
for the design and fabrication of nano-structured materials.22–23 Many organisms 
synthesize inorganic structures into intricate architectures with ordered micro-to- 
-nano scale features, which cannot typically be replicated through laboratory syn-
thesis. Therefore, the use of cheap biological materials as templates for the en-
gineering of structures at the nano scale is a promising and cost effective fabrica-
tion strategy. The superhydrophobic and self-cleaning properties induced by sur-
face roughness are widely adopted in nature, including plant leaves, butterfly wings, 
water strider legs etc.8,24–25 Hundreds of different plants having the ability to 
completely clean their leaves from contamination (dust particle, spores and pa-
thogens) by a simple rain shower or fog have been reported.24–27 Among them, a 
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most impressive example is the Lotus plant (Nelumbo nucifera) the superhydro-
phobic properties of which were the first documented and named as the “lotus 
effect”.11 

In previous studies it was demonstrated that unicellular algae diatoms, as 
outstanding examples of micro- and nano-structured materials in nature, could be 
used as templates for nanofabrication.28–31 The results revealed the possibility of 
the generation of multiple copies of diatoms based on a replication process that 
involved the use of the diatom nano-structured silica as a master mould and the 
transformation of their structure into polymers or metals with unique optical and 
separation properties.28–30 In the present work, this bio-inspired approach was 
extended to the fabrication of micro- to nano-structured surfaces with larger di-
mensions using other biological substrates. The aim was to demonstrate a facile 
method by applying biological templates, such as plant leaves, for the rapid fab-
rication of artificial superhydrophobic surfaces. A schematic diagram of the fab-
rication is outlined in Fig. 1. The leaves of Agave plant (Agave attenuate) were 
used as a model of a structured biological template. The transference of the pat-
tern of the leaf was performed using a soft-lithography approach with two rep-
lication steps for the production of negative and positive replicas using two po-
lymers, i.e., poly(dimethylsiloxane) (PDMS) and a UV-curable polyurethane (PU) 
polymer (NOA 60). The morphological and wettability properties of the surfaces 
of the plant and fabricated replicas were investigated using light microscopy, field 
emission scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and contact angle (CA) measurements. 

Fig. 1. Schematic outline of the fab-
rication of highly hydrophobic sur-
faces by replication from biological 
templates (Agave leaves). In the first 
step, the replica moulding process us-
ing Agave leaf surface (a) to fabricate 
negative replicas with two different 
polymers including PDMS (b–c) and 
PU polymer (d–e). In the second step, 
the negative replicas were used to fab-
ricate positive replicas: PDMS was used 
for the preparation of PU positive rep-
lica (f–g) and PU for the preparation 
of PDMS positive replica where the im-
printing process was applied (h–i–j). 
The positive PU replicas were coated 
with a thin gold film and modified 
with 1H,1H,2H,2H-perfluorodecanethiol 
(PFDT) (k) to improve their hydro-
phobic properties. 



1126 LOŠIĆ 

EXPERIMENTAL 
Materials 

The leaves from Agave plant (Agave attenuate) were freshly collected from local garden 
(Flinders University Campus, Adelaide, South Australia). To remove possible contaminants, 
leaf samples were cleaned by running water, followed by rinsing with a stream of nitrogen. A 
minimum of 50 mm×50 mm square areas of leaf were cut from several different regions and 
the top side of the plant surface was used as a template for the replications. The poly(dime-
thylsiloxane) PDMS replicas were prepared from polymer precursor (Sylgard 184 parts A and 
B) purchased from Dow Corning (USA). The polyurethane based (mercapto ester type) UV- 
-curable polymer (NOA 60) was obtained from Norland Inc. (USA). 1H,1H,2H,2H-Perfluo-
rodecanethiol (PFDT) was supplied from Aldrich (Australia). 
Fabrication 

The replication process, which combined two soft-lithographic methods, i.e., replica mould-
ing and nano-imprinting, is schematically shown in Fig. 1. In the first step, replica moulding 
or master processing was performed to replicate the leaf surface (Fig. 1a) into negative rep-
licas using two polymers, i.e., PDMS (Figs. 1b–1c) and UV-curable PU (Figs. 1d–1e). In the 
second step, both negative replicas were used as masters for the fabrication of the corres-
ponding positive replicas to match the topography of the original plant surface. A replica 
moulding process was used to prepare a PU positive replica (Figs. 1f–1g) using the PDMS 
negative replica as the master (Fig. 1c) and a nano-imprinting method was applied to fabricate 
PDMS positive replicas (Figs. 1h–1j) using a hard PU negative replica as the stamp (Fig. 1e). 

The replica moulding fabrication process was adopted from previous studies.5,28 Briefly, 
degassed poly(dimethylsiloxane) PDMS prepolymer (Sylgard 184 part A, base) was mixed 
with a cross-linking catalyst (Sylgard 184 part B, a curing agent which consists of dimethyl, 
methylhydrogen siloxane) at a 10:1 (w/w) ratio, then poured carefully over leaf samples and 
cured for at least 6 h at 60 °C. After curing, the cross-linked elastomeric PDMS was peeled 
from the surface and cleaned by sonication, water, and ethanol to remove any remains of the 
leaf (Figs. 1b–1c). A second negative replica was prepared by pouring UV-curable pre-
polymer (NOA 60) over leaf samples and curing under a UV lamp (λ = 365 nm). The precur-
ing process was carried out for 20 min followed by postcuring for at least 3 h. The polymer 
mould was then peeled off the leaf, yielding the negative relief of the initial leaf surface (Figs. 
1d–1e). The negative replicas were cleaned and reused for repeated replications. 

A PU positive replica (Figs. 1f–1g) was prepared from a PDMS negative replica (Fig. 
1c), which was the mould (master). A PDMS positive replica was prepared by nano-imprint-
ing using a PU negative replica (Fig. 1e) as the stamp employing a previously described pro-
cedure.32 Briefly, the precured PDMS was uniformly dispersed on glass or another supporting 
substrate. A small pressure of the stamp was applied on the PDMS film after an initial curing 
for 2 h at room temperature. This was followed by complete curing for at least 8 h at 40 °C 
(Figs. 1h–1j). When the curing process was completed, the PDMS film was separated from 
the stamp (Fig. 1j). A thin gold film (≈ 10 nm) was deposited on the positive polymer replica 
made of PU using the sputter deposition system (Anatech, USA). The gold-coated replica sam-
ples were modified with a self-assembled monolayer of 1H,1H,2H,2H-perfluorodecanethiol 
(PFDT) by keeping the samples in 5 mM PFDT solution for 30 min, followed by gentle rins-
ing with ethanol and drying with a stream of nitrogen.33 
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Characterisations 
The static contact angles of water drops on the samples of the leaf surfaces and their re-

plicas were determined with a custom-built contact angle goniometer. Cut samples of 1 cm2 
were affixed to a glass slide and a 5 µl droplet of high purity water (resistivity 18 MΩ cm) 
was applied to the surface. After 30 s, the droplets had equilibrated; digital images of the drop 
profile (624×580 pixels, 8-bit monochrome) were captured with a progressive scan CCD ca-
mera (JAI CVM10BX). The contact angle was determined by in-house edge detection soft-
ware by drawing a tangent close to the edge of the droplet. The mean value of the obtained 
contact angles was calculated from at least 10 individual measurements taken from different 
locations on the examined substrates. Measurements were made at 22 °C and 40–50 % RH. 

An optical microscope (Nikon) with a colour CCD camera and colour monitor, as part of 
the Nanoscope IV, Multi Mode AFM system (Veeco, USA), was used for primary surface 
observation of all the fabricated samples. Photographic images were taken by a camera con-
nected to the microscope and a PC. More details of the surface morphology of the prepared 
samples were obtained by field-emission scanning electron microscopy, Philips XL 30 micro-
scope. The samples were mounted on microscopy stubs with a carbon sticky tape and coated 
with a thin sputtered platinum layer (3–5 nm) to provide a conducting surface. The SEM im-
ages were acquired with accelerating voltages from 5–10 kV. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Morphological and hydrophobic characteristics of Agave plant surface 
Agave attenuate, a succulent plant from the large Agavaceae family, known 

as “lion’s tail”, “swan’s neck”, or “foxtail” is one of the most attractive ornamen-
tal plants in indoor and outdoor gardens (Fig. 2a). The plant produces large giant 
rosettes with smooth and pale green leaves of average size of about 10–20 cm in 
width and 50–80 cm in length. Water droplets in contact with the leaf surface 
form nearly spherical beads, as shown in Fig. 2b (inset). The static contact angle 
of a water drop placed on the leaf surface was measured as 155±3°, which con-
firms their superhydrophobic properties. The water drops easily roll off the sur-
face and the leaf remains completely dry even during rain, suggesting a very low 
sliding angle and excellent water-repellence. Experiments with powder dirt par-
ticles dispersed on leaf surface demonstrated that particulate contaminants could 
be easily picked up by these water droplets and removed from the leaves when 
the water droplets roll off, thus showing their self-cleaning properties. The wet-
ting properties of Agave attenuate plants have not hitherto been investigated. 
Hence, this study for the first time provides evidence of their superhydrophobic 
and self-cleaning properties. 

The surface of Agave attenuate leaves were characterised by SEM and ty-
pical images are presented in Fig. 2c. The images from both sides of the leaf show 
the same characteristic hill-like topography with structures that represent papi-
lose epidermal cells responsible for the formation of the micro- and nano-struc-
tures of the cells. The cells have a hexagonal geometry of irregular size, in range 
of 20–50 µm. A circular structure, called papillae, with a diameter of 10–15 µm 
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and an elongated shape was observed on the middle of the each cell (Fig. 2c, in-
set 1). These structures were surrounded with numerous, irregularly oriented, smaller 
crystal-like structures (short ribbons) that were dispersed as brushes across the 
cell surface (Fig. 2c, inset 2). Their average size was estimated to be several hun-
dred nm wide and a few µm long. They most likely represent wax nanocrystals, 
which in many plants are made from highly hydrophobic organic compounds.34 
The results presented here confirm that the Agava leaf possesses a two-scale 
structured surface, suggesting their ability to act as a good substrate for repli-
cation and the fabrication of artificial superhydrophobic surfaces. 

 

Fig. 2. Agave attenuate plant in a garden (a), a plant leaf 
with water droplets (b), illustrating excellent water repel-
lent and hydrophobic properties and  low and high resolu-
tion SEM images (c) showing the typical topography of the 
plant surface, with microstructured features (papilla) (line 1) 
and nano-structured wax crystals (line 2) marked in the inset. 

Morphological and hydrophobic characteristics of the replicated films 
Low magnification light microscopy images of the leaf surface and the fab-

ricated replicas with their corresponding contact angle measurements are shown 
in Fig. 3 and Table I, respectively. Images of the plant surface (Fig. 3a) show an 
array of sculptured microstructures of epidermal cell, which represent papillae 
structures, seen in greater detail on previous SEM images (Fig. 2c). Images of the 
negative polymer replicas (PDMS and PU) prepared by replica moulding are pre-
sented in Figs. 3b–3c. The structures seen on the images represent the epidermal 
cells with papillae structures as holes or depressions on the surface, which are not 
clearly recognised by optical microscopy. No morphological differences were seen 
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between the two replicas made from different polymers, which was additionally 
confirmed by SEM. However, a considerable difference is observed in their static 
CA values. The water drop on the PU polymer replicas shows a lower CA (113±6°) 
(Fig. 3c, inset) than on the PDMS replicas (132±8°) (Fig. 3b, inset). This dis-
agreement is explained by the difference in the chemical composition and differ-
ences in the surface energy of these two polymers. 

 
Fig. 3. Low resolution light microscopy images of Agave leaf surface and the corresponding 
replicas. Typical topography of the leaf surface with papillae microstructures (a); PDMS (b) 
and PU (c) negative polymer replicas fabricated by replica moulding process of the leaf; 
positive PU replica fabricated from PDMS (d); positive PDMS replica fabricated by imprint-

ing using PU negative replica as a stamp (e); positive PFDT/Au/PU replica fabricated by 
coating with a thin gold film modified with 1H,1H,2H,2H-perfluorodecanethiol (g). 

The images of water droplets on all surfaces are presented (right bottom on 
each image) to quantify their hydrophobic properties. 

TABLE I. Values of the static contact angles (mean values±SD) measured on Agave leaves, 
the corresponding negative and positive polymer replicas (PDMS, PU and PFDT/Au/PU) and 
the corresponding control flat substrates 

Negative replica Positive replica Control (flat surfaces)  Leaf 
surface PDMS PU PDMS PU PFDT/Au/PU PDMS PU PFDT/Au/PU 

Contact 
angle, deg. 

155±3 132±8 113±6 150±6 135±6 152±5 120±5 95±4 118±3 

Images of the positive polymer replicas prepared with both polymers (PDMS 
and PU) are presented in Figs. 3d–3e. The characteristic topography and the cell 
structures corresponding to the original leaf surface, seen in Fig. 3a, are ob-
served. Again, no morphological differences in these positive replicas were seen 
between two polymers (Figs. 3d–3e) but a considerable difference was observed 
in their CA values. The PU positive replica showed a lower CA (135±6°) in com-
parison with the PDMS positive replica (150±6°), which is caused by the differ-
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rences in their surface energies. The very similar CA value of the PDMS replica 
to that of the original leaf surface (155±3°) clearly demonstrates that it is possible 
to fabricate a surface with highly hydrophobic properties by a simple and reliable 
replication of a plant surface. To demonstrate that the hydrophobic properties of 
the positive replicas are dependent on the surface chemistry, PU replicas were 
coated with a thin gold film and modified with a self-assembled monolayer of 
1H,1H,2H,2H-perfluorodecanethiol. A significant increase in the CA value from 
135±6 to 152±5° was observed and the hydrophobic properties matched those of 
the original plant. These results clearly show that modifications using molecules 
with a lower surface energy increase the contact angle of the surface, which con-
firms that surface modification is a practical method to alter the wetting proper-
ties of a structured surface to obtain the desired hydrophobic properties. 

To characterise the precision of the replication process, more detailed SEM 
images of the fabricated replicas were obtained, which are presented in Figs. 4a–4i. 
The characteristic topography of the Agave leaf surface with the hierarchical or-
ganisation of the structures, which includes the circular papillae microstructures 
(1) and nanostructured wax crystals (2), is presented in Figs. 4a–4c. The SEM 
images of the corresponding PU polymer replica are shown in Figs. 4d–4f. The 
epidermal cell and the 3-dimensional papillae structures seen on the leaf surface 
(Figs. 4a–4c) were replicated as hexagonal depressions with large circular holes 
in the middle. The large circular holes (Figs. 4e–4f, line 1) represent the replica 
of the papillae microstructures (Fig. 4c, line 1). The smaller holes and protrusions 
around the big holes (Fig. 4e, line 2) represent replicas of the wax nanostructures 
(Fig. 4c, line 2). The images of the corresponding positive replica (PDMS) fabri-
cated by imprinting using a negative PU replica (Figs. 4d–4f) are presented in 
Figs. 4g–4i. It is evident that both papillae microstructures (Fig. 4i, line 1) and 
wax nanostructures (Fig. 4i, line 2) from leaves had been successfully and with 
excellent precision replicated into PDMS. However, there are a few minor 
variations in comparison with the original leaf surface. The slightly curved shape 
of epidermal cells seen on original leaves (Figs. 4a–4b) and positive replica 
(Figs. 4g–4h) was not fully preserved in the positive replica. In addition, the 
smaller wax crystal structures were replicated with a lower density around the 
papillae structures than in the original plant surface, which is not surprising 
because of the limitations of using PDMS polymers to replicate nanostructures 
smaller than 50 nm. The slightly lower density of these nanostructured replicas 
from wax structures observed on both replicas may explain the slight 
disagreement in the CA between the PDMS polymer replicas (150±6°) and the 
original plant surface (155±3°). 

A schematic model of the surface structures of the plant surface and the cor-
responding replicas based on SEM images is shown in Figs. 5a–5c to understand 
better their hydrophobic properties. The two scale geometry and double rough-
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ness with micron (papillae) and nano-sized (wax) structures from the leaf surface 
(Fig. 5a) are replicated into the corresponding negative replica (Fig. 5b) and fully 
preserved within the positive replica (Fig. 5c). According to both Wenzel and 
Cassie–Baxter theories, a double roughness surface greatly amplifies the apparent 
contact angle.11,12 

 
Fig. 4. SEM Images of Agave leaf surface and the corresponding replicas showing the repli-

cation process in more detail. Leaf surface(a–c), PU negative (d–f) and PDMS positive 
(g–i) replicas. Papillae structures with micro (1) and nanofeatures (2) are marked. 

In the Wenzel approach, it is assumed that liquid drop fills both the peaks 
and valley of the rough surface (Fig. 5d). From an energy consideration, the ap-
parent contact angle of the drop θw is given by the equation: 
 cos θw = r cos θ (1) 
where r is the ratio of the actual area of the liquid–solid contact to the projected 
area on the horizontal plane and θ is the equilibrium contact angle of the liquid 
drop on a flat surface. 

According to the Cassie–Baxter theoretical model, the formation of a sphere-
cal droplet of water on a surface is explained by the state in which air bubbles are 
trapped in the surface structures and the water drop sits on the bubbles (Fig. 5e). 
This model assumed that the water drop settles on the peaks of the roughness 
geometry with the contact angle given by the equation: 
 cos θCB = fs cos θ + fs – 1 (2) 
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where fs is the fraction of projected planar area of the drop in contact with a solid. 
In the limit of fs → 0, the contact angle θCB approaches 180° leading to super 
hydrophobic behaviour. 

 
Fig. 5. Model of the two scale structured surface of leaf (a) and the prepared replicas (b–c) 

showing their micro and nanostructures. Schematic drawing (d, e) of a drop in contact with a 
surface (a or c) according to the Wenzel and the Cassie–Baxter model. 

A significant increase of the CA of fabricated replicas in comparison with 
flat surface (PDMS, PU and PFDT/Au/PU, Table I) was observed, which clearly 
demonstrates the central importance of the roughness in the amplification of con-
tact angles. The difference in the CA of the positive replicas with the same topo-
graphy can be explained by differences in their chemical composition and surface 
chemistry, which are also important factors defining the CA. The differences in 
surface energy of PDMS (≈ 20 mN m–1) and PU polymers (≈ 40 mN m–1) is 
confirmed by the differences in the CA of their flat surfaces.34,35 However, if it 
is assumed that the equilibrium CA of water on paraffin waxes is about 110°, 
which is lower than that for PDMS (120°) and PFDT (118°), then their positive 
replicas should have a higher CA than agave leaf.37 This disagreement is explain-
ed by the imperfection of the replications of the nano-sized wax structures, pre-
viously noted on the SEM images (Fig. 4), which slightly lowered their CA values. 

The advantage of this fabrication method in comparison to previous studies 
where only PDMS was applied is the straightforward separation in both replica-
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tion steps (moulding or imprinting), which does not require the application of an 
anti-stick layer.38 Experiments with PDMS and an anti-stick agent, could not pro-
vide satisfactory and reproducible results, as was also reported in a previous study.38 

To achieve anti-stick free separation, in this work two polymers with differ-
rent mechanical (elastic vs. hard) and chemical properties were applied, which 
makes the separation process simple and easy. Additional benefits obtained when 
using two polymers is the increased flexibility in fabrication and the ability to 
combine moulding and imprinting techniques. In comparison with the replication 
of plant leaf surfaces using the recently reported metal and electroforming pro-
cess, this process with hard polymers is advantageous because polymer moulding 
is a cheaper, shorter and simpler process.39 Regarding the robustness of the PU 
polymer, the prepared negative replica could be reused as a replication master or 
stamp many times and was comparable to the metal mould. To investigate their 
robustness for mass fabrication, the replication process using PU negative repli-
cas was repeated several times and no morphological differences were observed 
in the SEM images of the fabricated positive replica after the moulding and im-
printing process. Therefore, the proposed method has potential for application in 
the mass-production replication of highly hydrophobic surfaces from plant leaves 
with dimensions possibly exceeding 10 cm×10 cm. The hard polymer replica also 
has potential to serve as a master for the replication of leaves surface to other ma-
terials, including metals, metal oxides and carbons. 

To demonstrate the self-cleaning properties of the fabricated polymer films, 
a larger area (150 mm×150 mm) of a PDMS positive replica was prepared on 
glass by subsequent imprinting using a PU negative master. The prepared surface 
was contaminated by alumina particles (size ≈ 1 µm) and then a qualitative self- 
-cleaning test was performed by exposure to artificial rain at an inclination angle 
of 15°. The water droplets washed away and removed the particles from the 
surface in a comparable way to natural Agave leaves, which proves the self-clean-
ing properties of the prepared polymer films. The thin PDMS film could be re-
moved from the underlying glass surface and attached to other substrates which 
have potential for water repelling applications on specific surfaces (including curved 
surfaces). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Two soft lithographic approaches, replica moulding and nano-imprinting 
were explored for the fabrication of polymer films with microstructured patterns 
and superhydrophobic properties by replication from plant surfaces (Agave ate-
nuate). The replication process using two polymers with different chemical and 
mechanical properties, i.e., elastomeric PDMS and hard, UV-curable, polyure-
thane based (NOA 60) polymer, was demonstrated. It was shown that the fabri-
cated polymer replicas matched the hierarchical topography of the plant surface 
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with excellent precision, providing accurate replication of their micro and nano-
structures and highly hydrophobic properties, close to those of the original plant. 
Hydrophobic properties of fabricated replicas were influenced by the surface 
chemistry of the polymers selected for replication. However, it was shown that 
these properties could be controlled by further surface modifications of the poly-
mer using self-assembled monolayers based on gold/alkanethiol surface chemistry. 

The described method is simple, based on low cost, commercially available 
materials with the capability to be adapted for rapid and mass fabrication of su-
perhydrophobic and self-cleaning surfaces for use in a variety of applications. 
The advantages of the method in comparison with existing replication methods 
were demonstrated. In addition to water repellence, other properties such as trans-
parency, colour, flexibility, anisotropy and breathability could be incorporated 
into the fabricated superhydrophobic surfaces using these polymers. 
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И З В О Д  

ПРОЈЕКТОВАЊЕ МИКРОСТРУКТУРИРАНИХ ПОВРШИНА КОРИШЋЕЊЕМ 
БИОЛОШКИХ МАТРИЦА: ЈЕДНОСТАВАН ПОСТУПАК ИЗРАДЕ 

СУПЕРХИДРОФОБНИХ ПОВРШИНА 

ДУШАН ЛОШИЋ 

University of South Australia, Ian Wark Research Institute, Mawson Lakes Campus, Adelaide, SA 5095, Australia 

Проучавано је добијање микроструктурираних површина коришћењем биолошких шаб-
лона са циљем да се испита лак и јефтин начин за производњу структурираних површина су-
перхидрофобних својстава. Да би се добиле реплике из биолошког подлога коришћене су 
две мекане литографске технике, ливење реплике и нано-утискивање. Лишће биљке Агава 
(Agave attenuate), бесплатна биолошка матрица, употребљено је као модел суперхидрофобне 
био-површине. Реплика је формирана коришћељем два полимера: еластомерни полимер, по-
ли(диметилсилоксан) (PDMS) и полиуретан (PU) на бази UV осетљивог полимера (NOA 60). 
У првој фази прављења реплике са површине листа узети су негативи полимерних реплика, 
који су коришћени као оригинали за добијање позитива полимерних реплика ливењем или 
меканим утискивањем. Микро- и нано-структуре калупа са површине листова поседују су-
перхидрофобна својства, што је успешно реплицирано у оба полимера. Најзад, позитиви ре-
плика превучени су танким филмом злата и модификовани самоуређујућим монослојевима 
(SAMs) да би се потврдио значај хемије површине за хидрофобна својства добијених стру-
ктура. Одређивањем контактног угла и применом оптичке и електронске скенирајуће мик-
роскопијом окарактерисани су овлаживање и структура, да би се потврдила хидрофобна 
својства добијених површина (>150°) и прецизност и репродуктивност репликације. 

(Примљено 2. марта, ревидирано 27. маја 2008) 
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The book was written on the jubilee of the 100 years of the death of Dimitrii 
Mendeleev.* 

The book has 346+12 pages, including an Index and Notes collected at the 
end of the book. The text is divided into ten chapters, covering a very broad 
selection of facts and ideas. 

Eric Scerri is a well known historian and philosopher of science. This book 
is a large achievement in his work, covering both of his interests. The philosophy 
and history of chemistry and physics are interlaced throughout the book. It is 
shown how the abstract definitions of substance and element influenced the ad-
vent and subsequent development of the Periodic Table. To the same extent, the 
underlying information in the Periodic Table prompted a change of philosophical 
paradigm, too. 

For the chemist’s community, the book has multiple significances. As a his-
tory book, it presents in great details several less successful attempts to organize 
knowledge about chemical elements. It may give the impression that the works of 
Charles Gerhardt, Alexandre Emille Beguyer de Chancourtois, John Newlands, 
William Odling, Gustavus Hinrics and Julius Lothar Meyer are presented in too 
much details. However, at the end, they serve to emphasize the importance of the 
philosophical standpoint of Mendeleev, as a key factor that enabled his success-
ful building of the Periodic Table and his marvelous predictions of yet undis-
covered elements. The definition of elements as the Basic Substances (not Simple 
Substances), accepted by Mendeleev, was in recent history challenged several 
times but it has proved its value. 

For all chemists, it will be of interest to find a very simple account of the 
basic facts in quantum mechanics, which are highly exploited in the explanation 
of chemical findings. In majority of chemistry (text)books, the presentation of 
                                                                                                                    

* 2007 was also the jubilee year of the Serbian Chemical Society – 110th anniversary. 
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quantum mechanical theories concerning bonding, and structure of atoms and 
molecules is usually given as a set of bare statements. In a concise manner, all of 
it is here truly explained. After reading this book, many will reconsider their 
understanding of orbitals, the Pauli principle, etc. 

In this book, I admire the interesting passages about the (non)reduction of 
chemistry to physics. The underlying conclusion is that this question belongs to 
philosophy, not to science. It is also shown that the chemist’s view that elements 
exist in compounds cannot be denied on experimental grounds. 

The book is easy to read for anyone who has elementary knowledge of che-
mistry and physics. Hence, it can be of interest to anyone who wants to know 
more on the significance of the Periodic Table. It is valuable for students and 
teachers in sciences, as well as in the philosophy, and any other discipline that 
has some reference to chemistry. 

 
 

Ivan Juranić#, Professor 
Faculty of Chemistry 

University of Belgrade, Serbia 

                                                                                                                    
# Serbian Chemical Society member. 
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